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MEMOIR OF GRACE AGUILAU. 



Grace Aguilar was born at Hackney, June gnd, 1816. 
She was the eldest child, and only daughter of Emanuel 
Aguilar, one of those merchants descended from the Jews 
of Spain, who, almost within the memory of man, fled from 
persecution in that country, and sought and found an asy- 
lum in England. ■^ 
The delicate frame and feeble health observable in Grace 
Aguilar throughout her life, displayed itself from infancy; 
from the age of three years, she was almost constantly un- 
der the care of some physician, and, by. their advioe, annu- 
ally spending the summer months by the sea, in the hope of 
rousmg and strengthening a naturally fragile constitution, 
ihis want of physical energy was, however, in direct con- 
trast to her mental powers, which deyeloped early, and 
readily. She learned to read with scarcely any trouble 
and when onee that knowledge was gained, her answer when 
asked what she would like for a present, was invariably "A 
book," which was read, re-read, and preserved with a care 
remarkable in so young a child. With tlie exception of 
eighteen months passed at school, her mother was her sole 
instructress, and both parents took equal delight in direct- 
ing her studies, and faciliUting her personal inspection of 
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■jI memoir or OI1.ACE agthlab. 

all that was curious and interesting in the various counties 
of England to which they resorted for her health. 

From the early age of seven she commenced keeping a 
journal, which was continued with searoe any intermission 
throughout her life. In 1825 she visitod Oxford, Chelten- 
ham, Gloucester, Worcester, Eo'ss, and Bath, aud though at 
that time hut nine years old, her father took her to Glouces- 
ter and Worcester cathedrals, and also to see a porcelain 
and pin manufactory, &c.j the attention and interest she dis- 
played on these occasions, affording convincing proof that her 
mind was alive to appreciate and enjoy what was thus pre- 
sented to her observation. Before she had completed her 
twelfth year she ventured to try her powers in composition, 
and wrote a little drama, called Gustavus Vasa, never pub- 
lished, and only here recorded as being the first germ of 
what was afterwards to become the ruling passion. 

In September, 1828, the family went to reside in Devon- 
shire for the health of Mr. Aguilar, and there a strong ad- 
miration for the beauties and wonders of nature manifested 
itself: she constantly collected shells, atones, seaweed, moss- 
es &c., in her daily rambles; and not satisfied with admir- 
ing their beauty, sedulously procured whatever little cate- 
chisms or other books on those subjects she could purchase, 
or 1 w 1yd ing by their =tudy to in( 
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the words ; she was also passionately fond of dancing, and 
her cheerfQl lively mannors in the society of her young 
friends, would scarcely have led any to imagine how deeply 
she felt and pondered upon tbe serious and solemn snhjects 
which afterwards formed the labor of her life. She seemed 
to enjoy all, to enter into all, but a keen observer would de- 
tect the hold tliat sacred and holy principle over esercised 
over her lightest act, and gayest hour. A sense of duty 
was apparent in the merest triflo, and her following out of 
the divine command of obedience to parents, was only eijual- 
led by the unbounded affection she felt for them. A wish 
was onee expressed by her mother that she should not waltz, 
and no solicitation oould afterwards tempt her. Her mother 
also required her to road serinons, and study religion and 
the Bible regularly ; this was readily submitted to, first as 
a task, but afterwards with much delight ; for evidence of 
which we cannot do better than q^uote her own words in one 
of her religious works, 

" This formed into a habit, and persevered in for a life, 
would in time, and without labor or weariness, give the com- 
fort and tho knowledge that we seek ; each year it would 
become lighter, and more blest, each year wo should discov- 
er something we knew not before, and in the valley of the 
shadow of death, feel to our heart's core that the Lord our 
Gfld is Trath/'—Women of Israel, Vol. II, page 43. 
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Till MEMOIR or OEACB AGUILAK. 

Nor did Grace Aguilar only study religion for her omi 
personal obsorvanoe and profit. She embraced '\\& prindplet 
(the principles of all creeds) in a widely extended and truly 
liberal sense. She carried her practice of its holy and be- 
nevolent precepts into every minntifc of her daily life, doing 
all the good her limited means would allow, findiog time, in 
the midst of her own studie and m t aried and con- 
tinual occupationa, to work fo and n t u t her poor neigh- 
bors in the country, and wh 1 t d ly enerating and 
adhering to her own faith, n th n j ng nor heeding 
the religious opinions of the a dy wh m he succored or 
consoled. To be permitted t h Ip and mfort, she con- 
sidered a privilege and a pleasure ; she left the rest to Gfod ; 
and thus bestowing and receiving blessings and smiles from 
all who had the opportunity of knowing her, her young life 
flowed on, in an almost uninterrupted stream of enjoyment, 
until she had completed her nineteenth year. 

Alas I the scene was soon to change, and trials awaited 
that spirit which, in the midst of sunshine, had so beauti- 
fully striven to prepare itself a shelter from the storm. The 
two brothers of Miss Aguilar, whom she tenderly loved, 
left the paternal roof to be placed far from their family at 
school. Her mother's health necessitated a painful and dan- 
gerous operation, and from that time for several years, al- 
ternate hopes and fears through long and dreary watchings 
beside the sick bed of that beloved mother, became the por- 
tion of her gifted child. But even this depressing and ar- 
duous change in the duties of her esistence did not suspend 
her literary pursuits and labors. She profited by ail the in- 
tervals she could command, and wrote the tale of the " Mar- 
tyr," the " Spirit of Judaism," and " Israel Defended ;" the 
latter translated from the French, at the earnest request of 
a friend, and printed only for private circulation. The 
" Magic Wreath," a little poetical work, and the first our 
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MEMOIR OP GRACE 

antboress ever published, dedicated to the Right Honorable 
the Couutess oi" Munster, also appeared about this time. 

In the Spring of 1835, Grace Agiiilar was attacked with 
measles, and never afterwards recovered her previous state 
of health, suffering at intervals with such eshausting feel- 
ings of weakness, as to become without any visible disease 
really alarming. 

The medical attendants recommended entire rest of mind 
and body ; ahe visited the sea, and seemed a little revived, 
but anxieties were gathering around her horizon, to which 
it beeame evidently impossible her ardent and active mind 
uould remain passive or indifferent, aud which recalled 
3very feeling, every energy of her impressible nature into 
ictioB. Her elder brother, who had long chosen music as 
his profession was sent t G m y t p h' t ]' 
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to impair her madequate strength. 

The second parting was scarcely over ere her father, who 
had long shown symptoms of failing health, became the vic- 
tim of consumption. He breathed his last in her arms and 
the daughter, while sorrowing over all she had lost, roused 
herself once more to the utmost, feeling that she waa the sole 
comforter beside her remaining parent. Soon after, whea 
her brother again returned, finding the death of his father, 
he resolved not to make his third voyage as a midshipman, but 
endeavor to procure some employment sufficiently lucrative 
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ments. At 1 th h FP' ' w t k p 1 y 1 
ful friend, for her sake, and she had the happiness ot suceeed- 
ing, aad saw him depart at the very summit of his wishes. 
Repose, whioh had been ho long necessary, seemed now at 
hand ; but her nerves had been too long and too repeatedly 
overstrung, and when this task was done, the worn and weary 
spirit could sustain no more, and sank under the labor that 
had been imposed upon it. 

Severe illness followed, and though it yielded after a time 
to skilful remedies and tender care, her excessive languor 
and severe headaches, continued to give her femily and 
friends great uneasiness. 

During all these demands upon her time, her thoughts, 
and her health however the ruling passion neither slumber- 
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were high, her spirits raised— the noveltj and interest of her 
first travels on the Continent gave her for a very transient pe- 
riod a gleam, as it were, of strength, Eor a week or two she 
appeared to rally, then again every exertion became too much 
for her, every stimulating remedy to exhaust her. She was 
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ordered from Frankfort to try tlie baths aad minei'al waters 
of Sohwalbacli, but without auccesa. After a stay of six 
weeks, and persevering with exemplary patience in the treat- 
ment prescribed, she was one night seized with alarming con- 
vulsive spasms, so terrible that her family removed her next 
moraing with all speed back to Frankfort, to the house of a 
family of most kind friends, where every attention and care 
was lavishly bestowed. 

In vain. She took to her bed the very day of her arri- 
val, and never rose from it again ; she became daily weaker, 
and in three weeks from that time her sufferings ceased for 
ever. She was perfectly conscious to within loss than two 
hours before her death, and took an affectionate leave of her 
mother and brother. Speech had been a matter of difficulty 
for some time previous, her throat being greatly affected by 
Ler malady ; but she had, in conseciuenoe, learned to use her 
fingers in the manner of the deaf and dumb, and almost the 
last time they moved, it was to spell upon them feebly, 
" Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." 

She was buried in the cemetery of Frankfort, one side of 
which is set apart for the people of her faith. The stone 
which' marks the spot bears upon it a butterfly and five stars, 
emblematic of the soul in heaven, and beneath appears the 
inscription — 

a works praise 

Andthns, !6th September, 1847, at the early age of thir- 
ty-one, Grace Agnilar was laid to rest — the bowl was broken, 
the silver cord was loosed, Hor life was short and checkered 
with pain and anxiety, but she strove hard to make it useful 
and valuable, by employing diligently and faithfully the tal- 
ents with which she had been endowed. Nor did the serious 
view with which she ever regai'ded earthly existence, induce 
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tage, or sociality wiieh pres ted t If H h t was 
ever open to receive, her hand t g 

Inasmuch as she succeeded t th t f t f L fel- 
low heings, let them be gratef 1 h ! f 1 d, let 
those who perceive it deny he t th ra d f p for 
her endeavor to open the path h b 1 d w Id 1 \ man- 
kind to practical virtue and hapj. d t t y out 
the pure philanthropic prinoipl by h h h t ated, 
and which she so earnestly endeavored to diffuse. 

October, 1849, 
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THE YALE OF CEDAES; 
THE MARTYR. 



" They bad met, and they had parted ; 
Time had closed o'er cacli again, 
Leaving lone the weary hearted 
Mournfblly to wear his chain."— MS. 



A DBLioioirsLT cool, etill eyening, had a 
heat of ft Spanish summer day, throwing rich shadows and 
rosy gleams on a wild, rude mountain pass in central Spain. 
Maaaive crags and gigantic trees seemed to contest dominion 
over the path, if path it could be called ; where the trayeller, 
if he would persist in going onwarda, could only make hia 
way by sometimes sorambHng over rocks, whose close ap- 
proach from opposite aides presented a mere fissure covered 
with flowers and brushwood, through which the alimmest 
figure would fail to penetrate ; sonietimes wading through 
rnahing and brawling streams, whoso rapid currents bore 
many a jagged branch and oraggj' fragment along with them ; 
sometimes threading the intricacies of a dense forest, recog- 
nizing the huge pine, the sweet acorn oak, the cork tree, in- 
terspersed with others of lesaer growth, but of ecinally wild 
perplexing luxuriance. On either side— at times so close 
that two could not walk abreast, at others so divided that 
forests and sti-eams intervened — arose mountain waits seem- 
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1* THE I ALE OP CEDtRS 

ing to reaoli the very heavens then base covered with trees 
andfolnge which giadually thinn ng left their dark heada 
totally bj,rri,n ooaiing out m clear relief agamat the deep 
blue sliy 

That this pas'! lei fo any luhabited diatuot was little 
probable foi it grew wilder anl w Idei appeinng to leid to 
the very heart tf the Sierra Toledj— a huge iidge triver^ 
sng Spam By human foot it had evidently been seldom 
trod ; yet on this particular evening i traveller theie wended 
his solitary way His figure was si ght to boyishness but of 
fair proportion and of such graceful agility ot movement, 
that the obstacles la his path which to others of stouter 
mould ind heavier step might have been of senoua inoDnve 
nionce appe'^ied by h m as unnotii^ed as unfelt The deep 
plume of his broid nmmed hat could not conceal the deep 
blue restless eyes, the d 1 at mpl s 



clustering 



vary n sj n f f atu 



not reguIarJy handsome w b ght w th nt 11 n and 
truth, and betraying likaytlm ypl f 

the heart — charaoterist b th f f at and d p t n 
wholly dissimilar to the ns of bpa n 

His physiognomy to) It th A tl StanI y w a, h a 
name implied, an Engl hm n f n bl f m ly f the 

many whom the disastro wa f th B had nd d 
voluntary exiles. His f tl and f b th h d fell a 
m battle at Margaret's d H m If nd a twi > th 
when scarcely fifteen, w tak u p is n t T wk > y 

and for three years left t la giii h n p n W h n to 
conciliate the still powerful f lu ly f Stanl Bdwa d ff 
ed the youths liberty and I n f th y w Id w a all g 
ance to himself They fu d p mpt ily and w th a 
refinement of cruelty m 1 k E ha d f &1 u t than 
himself, Edward ordered n to th bl k th th t p 
petual imprisonment, Th y d w 1 t nd Elwin Stanl y 
perished. Arthur, after an nt al u d d n ff t nff 
his escape, and fled from E !an I 1 n d a P n a 
few months, and then uaabl t b ar an inactive life, hasten 
ed to the Court of Arragon ; to the heir apparent of which, 
he bore letters of introduction, from men of I'ank and influ- 
ence, and speedily distinguished himself in the wars then 
agitating Spain. The character of the Spaniards—impene- 
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toll. »na taghlj Me™-oecB.i«».i, in gsnc.l, pudio. 
and di.like to«»id« all foreigner.. Bui powertnl as was 
their nride, so W tleir ge.ero.it, ; and tie young and lone- 
r,.r.'ng.r who i«l thrown himself .0 tru.tmgly and frankly 
0. their friendship, was uniTOrsally rec. ved with t.ndn.s, 
and regard. In men of lower nature., mdecd, prejnd.ee st.ll 
Imgered; tat thi. wa. of little matter; Arthur speedily took 
h°s pl.ee anoug the nollost ohmlry of Spain ; devoted to 
a. ioterest. of the King of Si.ily, but stii gloryiuf in the 
name .»d feeling of an Englishman, he r.solT.d, lu his young 
enthusiasm, to mate his country honored m himsell. 

H. had heon fire years in Spain, and was now four and 
twenty ; tat few would have imagined hmi that age, .0 frank 
and fret and full of thoughtle.s mirth and hast, '"Pul'™ 
hi, character. These last Hfteen months, however a shadow 
;»,;?? to have fallen «"' lif, not deep enough to create 
remark, tat/* hy himself. His feelings, always ndenl, had 
S»n aleiiciled,ind.ere all concentrated, on a suhject so 
™pt in m,.tt;y,th.t the wish to .olj. H engres.od his 
wSe being E^pt when engaged in the wear, ■'"'"g™. 
ttie rapid march, and actual ooniiiot, neee.sat, for lerdi- 
nand's interest, tat one thought composed of many oe u^ 
pied his mind, ind in solilud. .0 distractmgly, 'bathe eonld 
never rest; he would traverse the country for miles, eon- 
SsSdeed of what be s«si<, but perfectly unconscious 

""■" trTu one of these moods b." entered the 
pas. we have described, rojoioiug in ite difficulties, but not 
thinking where it led, or what plaoe be ™(!,1". "ben a 
hug. e?ag suddenly rising almost perpendicularly botor. 
hiiS,elfe3u.llyrousid him from hi. tranoe. Outlet there 
was none All around him lowered mountains reaching to 
the skie..' The path was .0 winding, that as he looked round 
bewildered, he could not even imigm. Jio. b.camelhme. 
To retrace his steps, seemed q 
The sun teo bad declined, or w 
towering rocks, for sudden i 
There was but one way, a,nd 
preeipiloua crag before him 

would a beaten path. He threw on "» "^Ti^T" "'ack 
the smallest possible compass, and .eeured it like a knapsack 



To retrace hi. steps, seemed quite a. diiBeolt a. 1» pro 
The sun teo bad declined, or wa. effeetnally ooneealed by tn. 
towering rocks, for sudden datknes. seemed around him 
There was but one way, and Stanley prepared te seal, the 
Jre" ^iC »ag beforJ'him with more e»B™»' ''>?'„• 
Uuld a bcatenVb. He threw off l'>"\»'{^i 'f "^ '' '" 
.. 11.,!. ;>,io i,nmn9.as. and secured it like a Knapsac 
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to his shoulders, slung hia sword over his neet, and, with a 
vigorous spriDg, which conquered several paces of slippery 
rock at once, commenced the ascent. Some brushwood, and 
one or two stunted trees, gave him now and then a hold for 
his hands ; and occasional lodges in the rock, a resting for 
his foot i but still one false step, one failing nerve, and he 
must have fallen backwards and been dashed to pieces - but 
to ArtliTir the danger was his safety: Where he was going, in- 
deed he knew not. He could see no further than the sum- 
mit of the crag, which appeared like a line against the sky ■ 
bit any bewilderment were preferable to the straigo stagnar 
tion towards outward objects, which had enwrapped him ten 
mmutes hefore. 

Panting, breathless, almost exhausted, he reached the 
summit, and before him yawned a chasm, dark, fathomless, 
as if nature in some wild convulsion had rent the rook asun- 
der. The level ground on which he stood was barely four 
feet square ; behind him sloped the most precipitous side of 
the crag, devoid of tree or bush, and slippery from the con- 
stant moisture that formed a deep black pool at its base 
Stanley hazarded but one glance behind, then looked stea- 
dily forward, till his eye seemed accustomed to the width of 
the chasm, which did not exceed three feet. He fixed his 
hold farmly on a blasted trunk growing within the chasm ■ 
it shook— gave way— another moment and he would have 
been lost ; but m that moment he loosed his hold, clasped 
both hands above his head, and successfully made the leap- 
aware only of the immense efibrt by the exhaustion which 
toUowed compelling hira to sink down on the grass deprived 
even of energy to look around him. 

So marvellous was the ohange of scenery on which his 
eyes unclosed, that he started to his feet, bewUdered A gra- 
dual Mill, partly covered with rich meadow grass, and partly 
with corn, diversified with foliage, sloped downwards, leading 
by an easy descent to a small valley, where orange and lime 
trees, the pine and chestnut, palm and cedar, grew in beauti- 
ful luxuriance. On the left was a small dwelling, almost hid- 
den in trees. Directly beneath him a natural fountain threw 
Its sparkling showers on beds of sweet-scented and gaylv- 
colored flowers. The hand of man had very evidently aided 
nature m forming the wild yet chaste beauty of the scene ■ 
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and Arthur bounded down tl 1 p 1 t rling a few tame 
sheep and goata on his w j il tc m d n discovering the 
genius of the place. 

No living object was Tisihle, however , and with his usual 
reckless spirit, he resolved on exploring farther, ere he de- 
manded the hospitality of the dwelling. A narrow path led 
into a thicker wood, and in the very heart of its shade stood 
a small edifice, the nature of which Arthur vainly endeavor- 
ed to understand. It was square, and formed of solid blocks 
of cedar ; neither carving nor imagery of any kind adorned 
it ; yet it had evidently been built with skill and care. There 
was neither tower nor bell, the usual accompaniments of a 
chapel, which Stanley had at first imagined it ; and he stood 
gazing on it more and more bewildered. At that moment, a 
female voice of singular and thrilling beauty sounded from 
within. It was evidently a hymn she chanted, for the strain 
was slow and solemn, but though words were distinctly in- 
telligible, their language was entirely unknown. The young 
man listened at first, conscious only of increasing wonder- 
ment, which was quickly succeeded by a thrill of hope, so 
strange, so engrossing, that he stood, outwardly indeed as if 
turned to stone ; inwardly, with every pulse so throbbing that 
to move or speak was impossible. The voice ceased ; and in 
another minute a door, so skilfully eoostruoted as when 
closed to be invisible in the solid wall, opened i—'-'-i" ■ 
and a female figure stood before him. 



CHAPTER II. 

" Farewell ! though in that sound be years 
Of blighted hopes and fruitless tears— 
Though the soul vibrate to its Iciieli 
Of joys departed— yet ftu^well." 

Mrs. Hemans. 

To attempt description of either face or form would be use- 
less. Tho exquisite proportions of the rounded figure, the 
very perfection of each feature, the delicate clearness of the 
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complexion — brunette when bronght in close contact witli tha 
Sason, blonde when compared with the Spaniard — all attrac- 
tions in themselves, were literallj forgotten, or at least un- 
heeded, beneath the spell which dwelt in the expression of 
her countenance. Truth, purity, holiness, something scarce- 
ly of this nether world, yet blended indescribably with all a 
woman's nature, had rested there, attracting the most unob- 
servant, and riveting all whose own hearts contained a spark 
of the same lofty attributes. Her dress, too, was peculiar 
— a full loose petticoat of dark blue silk, reaching only to the 
ankle, and so displaying the beautifully-shaped foot ; a jack- 
et of pale yellow, the texture seeming of the finest woven 
wool, reaching to the throat ; with sleeves tight on the shoul- 
ders, but falling in wide folds as low as the wrist, and so with 
every movement displaying the round soft arm beneath. An 
antique brooch of curiously wrought silver confined the jack- 
et at the throat. The collar, made either to stand up or fall, 
was this evening unclosed and thrown black, its silver fringe 
gleaming through the clustering tresses that fell in all their 
native richness and raven blackness over her shoulders, part- 
ed and braided on her brow, so as to heighten the chaste and 
classic expression of her features. 

On a stranger that beautiful vision must have burst with 
bewildering power : to Arthur Stanley she united memory 
with being, the past with the present, with such an intensity 
of emotion, that for a few minutes bis very breath was im- 
peded. She turned, without seeing him, in a contrary direc- 
tion ; and the movement roused him. 

" Marie !" he passionately exclaimed, flinging himself di- 
rectly in her path and startling her so painfully, that though 
there w a t n^ nd visible effort at self-control, she must 
have fllnhdh nt caught her in his arms. There was 
an eff t t b ak f m his hold, a murmured exclamation, 
in wh h te t nishraent, and yet joy, were painfully 

mingl d and ti en t! heroine gave place to the woman, for 
her he 1 nk n h houlder and she burst into tears. 

Ti n pa d N arly an hour from that strange meet- 
ing, and still they were together ; but no joy, nor even hope 
was on the countenance of either. At first, Arthur had al- 
luded to their hours of happy yet unconfessed affection, when 
both had felt, intuitively, that they were all in all to each 
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ither, though not a sylUhle of love had passed their lips ; on 
the sweet memories of those hlissful hours, so brief,_so fioot- 
ing, hut still Marie wept : the memory seemed anguish more 
than joy. And then he spoke of returned affectioD, as avow- 
ed bj her, when his fond words had called it forth ; and shud- 
dered at the recollection that that hour of acknowledged and 
mutual love, had proved the signal of their separation. He 
referred again to her agonized words, that a union was impos- 
sible, that she dared not wed him ; it was sin even to love 
him : that in the tumultuary, yet delicious emotions she had 
experienced, she had forgotten, utterly forgotten in what it 
must end — the agony of desolation for herself, and, if he so 
loved her, for Stanley also— and again he conjured her to ex- 
plain their meaning. They had been separated, after that 
fearful interview, by a hasty summons for Mm to rejoin his 
camp : and when he returned, she had vanished. He could 
not ttace either her or the friend with whom she had been 
staying. Don Albert had indeed said, his wife had gone to 
one of the southern cities, and his young guest returned to 
her father's home ; but where that home was, Don Albert 
had so effectually evaded, that neither direct questionings 
nor wary caution could obtain reply. But he had found her 
""W ; they had met once more, and oh, why need they part 

in 1 Why might he not seek her father, and beseech his 

aaiug and consent? 

His words were eloquent, his tone impassioned, and hard 
indeed the struggle they occasioned. But Marie wavered not 
in the repetition of the same miserable truth, under the im- 

Eression of which they had separated before. She conjured 
im to leave her, to forget the existence of this hidden valley, 
for danger threatened her father and herself if it was discov- 
ered. So painful was her evident terror, that Arthur pledged 
Lis honor never to reveal it, deelaring that to retrace the path 
by which he had discovered it, was even to himself impossi- 
ble. But still he urged her, what was this fatal secret? Why 
was it sin to love him? Was she the betrothed of another? 
and the large drops starting to the young man's brow de- 
noted the agony of the question. 

" No, Arthur, no," was the instant rejoinder : " I never 
could love, never could be another's, this trial is hard enough, 
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bat it ia all I have to bear. I am not called upon to give 
my hand to another, while my heart is solely thine." 

" Then wherefore join that harsh word 'sin,' with sucK 
pure love, my Marie 1 Why send me from you wretched and 
most lonely, when no human power divides ua?" 

" No human power ! — alas ! alas I — a father's curse— an 
offended God — these are too awful to encounter, Arthur. Oh 
do not try me more ; leave me to my fate, ealled down hy my 
own weakness, dearest Arthur. If you indeed love me, tempt 
me not hy such fond words; they do hut render duty harder. 
Oh, wherefore have you loved me I" 

But such suffering tone, such broken words, were not 
likely to check young Stanley's solicitations. Again and 
again he urged her, at least to say what fatal secret so di- 
vided them ; did he but know it, it might be all removed. 
Marie listened to him for several minutes, with averted head 
and in unbroken silenee ; and when she did look on him 
again, he started at her marble paleness and the eonvulslvo 
ciuivering of her lips, which for above a minute prevented the 
utterance of a word. 

" Be it so," she said at length ; "you shall know this im- 
passable barrier. You are too honorable to reveal it. Alas I 
it is not that fear which restrained me ; my own weakness 
which shrinks from being to thee as to other men, were the 
truth once known, an objeot of aversion and of scorn." 

"AversionI scorn! Marie, thou ravest," impetuously ex- 
claimed Stanley ; " torture mo not by these dark words r the 
worst cannot be more suffering." 

But when the words were said, when with blanched lips 
and cheeks, and yet unfaltering tone, Marie revealed the se- 
cret which was to separate them for ever, Arthur staggered 
back, relinquishing the hands he had so fondly elasped. cast- 
ing on her one look in which love and aversion were strange- 
ly and fearfully blended, aad then burying his face in his 
hands, his whole frame shook as with some sudden and irre- 
pressible anguish. 

" Thou knowest all, now," continued Mario, after a pause, 
and she stood before him with arms folded oa her bosom, 
and an expression of meek humility struggling with misery 
on her beautiful features. " Seiior Stanley, I need not now 
implore yon to leave me ; that look was sufficient, say hut 
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you forgive the deception I have been compelled to practise 
— and — and forget me, Eemember what I am, and jou will 
BOOE cease to love." 

"Never, never!" replied, Stanley, as with passionate ago- 
ny he flung himself before her. " Come with me to my own 
bright land; who shall know what thou art there? Marie, 
my own beloved, be mine. What to me ia raoo or blood? I 
see but the Marie I have loved, I shall ever love. Come with 
me. Edward has made overtures of peace if I would return 
to England. For thy sake I will live beneath his sway ; be 
but mine, and oh, we shall be happy yet." 

"And my father," gasped the unhappy girl, for the gene- 
rous nature of Arthur's love rendered her trial almost too 
severe. "Wilt thou protect him too? wilt thou for my sake 
forget what he is, and be to him a son?" He tumcd from 
her with a stifled groan. " Thou canst not — I knew it — oh 
bless thee for thy generous love ; but tempt me no more, 
Arthur; it cannot be; I dare not be thy bride," 

" And yet thou speakest of love. 'Tis false, thou canst 
not love me," and Stanley sprung to his feet disappointed, 
wounded, till he scarce knew what he said. " I would give 
up Spain and her monarch's love for thee. I would live in 
slavery beneath a tyrant's rule to give thee a home of love. 
I would forget, trample on, annihilate the prejudices of a life, 
unite the pure blood of Stanley with the darkened torrent 
running through thy veins, forget thy race, descent, ail but 
thine own sweet self I would do this, all this for love of 
thee. And for me, what wilt thou do? — reject me, bid me 
leave thee — and yet thou speakest of love: 'tis false, thou 
lovest another better I" 

"Ay!" replied Marie, in a tone which startled him, "ay, 
thou hast rightly spoken ; thy words have recalled what m 
this deep agony I had well nigh forgotten. There is a love, 
a duty stronger than that I bear to thee. I would resign all 
else, but not my father's God." 

The words were fow and simple ; but the tone in which 
they were spoken recalled Arthur's better nature, and ban- 
ished hope at once. A pause ensued, broken only by the 
young man's hurried tread, as he traversed the little plat- 
form in the vain struggle for calmness. On him this blow 
had fallen wholly unprepared; Marie had faced it from the 
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moment thev tad parted fifteen months before, and her only 
prayer tad been (a fearful one for a, young and loving heart), 
that Stanley would forget her, aad they might never meat 
again. But this was not to he ; and though she had believed 
het-aelf prepared, one look on his face, one sound of his voice 
had proved how vain had been her dream. 

" I will obey thee, Marie," Stanley said, at length, paus- 
ing before her. " I will leave thee now, but not— not for 
ever. No, no ; if indeed thou lovest me time will not change 
thee, if thou hast one sacred tie, when nature severs that, and 
thou art alone on earth, thou shalt be mine, whatever be thy 

" Hope it not, aak it not I Oil, Arthur, better thou 
shouldst hate me, as thy people do my race : I cannot bear 
such gentle words," faltered poor Marie, as her head sank 
for a minute on his bosom, and the pent-up tears burst forth. 
"But this is folly," she continued, forcing back the choking 
sob, and breaking from his passionate embrace. " There is 
danger alike for my father and thee, if thou tarriest longer. 
Not that way," she added, as his eye glanced inctuiringly to- 
wards the hill by which he had descended; "there is another 
and an easier path; follow me— thou wilt not betray it?" 

" Never I" was the solemn rejoinder, and not a word more 
passed between them. He followed her through what seemed 
to be an endless maze, and paused before atowering rock, 
which, smooth and perpendicular as a wall built by man, ran 
round the vale and seemed to reach to heaven. Pushing 
aside the thick brushwood, Marie stood beside the rook, and 
by some invisible movement, a low door flew open and dis- 
closed a winding staircase, 

" Thou wilt trust me, Arthur?" 

"Ay, unto death," he answered, springing after her np 
the rugged stair. Narrow loopholes, almost concealed with- 
out by trees and brushwood, dimly lighted the staircase, as 
also- a low, narrow passage, which branched off in zig-zag 
windings at the top, and terminated, as their woody path 
had done, in a solid wall. But again an invisible door flew 
open, closing behind them ; and after walking about a hun- 
dred yards through prickly shrubs and entangled brushwood 
that obscured his sight, Marie paused, and Arthur gaaed 
round bewildered. A seemingly boundless plain stretched 
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for miles aroimd him. its green lovol only diTersificd by rocks 
scattered about in nuge masses and wild confusion, as if 
Imrled in fury from some giant's hand. The roclt wlience he 
had issued was completely invisible. He looked around again 
and agaiii, but only to bewilder himself yet more. 

" The way looks more dreary than it is. Keep to the 
left : though it seems the less trodden path thou wilt find 
there a shelter for the night, and to-morrow's sun will soon 
guide thee to a frontier town ; thy road will be easy then. 
Night is falling so fast now, thou hadst best not linger, Ar- 

But he did linger, till once more he ha.d drawn from her 
a confession of her loye, that none other could take his place, 
even while she conjured him never to seek her again — and 
BO they parted. Five minutes more, and there was not a 
vestige of a human form on the wide-extended plain. 



CHAPTER III. 



Clbae.lt to comprehend the internal condition of Spain at 
the period of our narrative (1479)— a condition which, though 
apparently purely national, had influence over every domes- 
tic health — it is necessary to glance back a few years. The 
various petty Sovereignties into which Spain had bceD divi- 
ded never permitted any lengthened period of peace ; hut 
these had at length merged into two great kingdoms, nnder 
the names of Arragon and Castile. The form, of both gov- 
ernments was monarchical ; but the genius of the former was 
purely republican, and the power of the sovereign so circum- 
scribed by the JuEta, the Juaticia, and the Holy Brother- 
hood, that the vices or follies of the monaroh were of less 
conseciuence, in a national point of view, in Arragon, than 
■n any other kingdom. It was not so with Castile, ]?rom 
the death of Henry the Third, in U04, a series of foreign 
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and ciyil disasters had plunged the kingdom in a state of 
anarchy and misery. John the Second had some Tirtues as 
an individual, but none as a king ; and his sOn Henry, who 
succeeded hiro in 1450, had neither the one nor the other. 
Governed as his father had been, entirely by favorites, the 
discontent of all classes of his subjects rapidly increased; 
the people were disgusted and furious at the extravagance 
of the monarch's minion ; the nobles, fired at his insolence ; 
and an utter contempt of the king, inoreased the virulonoe 
of the popular ferment. Unmindful of the disgrace attend- 
ant on his divorce from Blanche of Navarre, Henry sought 
and obtained the»hand of Joanna, Princess of Portugal, 
whose ambition and unprincipled intrigues heightened ,the 
ill-favor with which he was already regarded. The court of 
Castile, once so famous for ohaatity and honor, sank to the 
lowest ebb of infamy, the shadow of which, seeming to ex- 
tend over the whole land, affected nobles and people with 
its baleful influenoe. All law was at an end : the people, 
even while they murmured against the King, followed his 
evil example ; and history shrinks from the scenes of de- 
bauchery and licentiousness, robbery and mni'der, which des- 
ecrated the land. But this state of things could not last 
long, while there still remained some noblo hearts amongst 
the Castilians. Eive years after their marriage, the Queen 
was said to have given birth to a daughter, whom Henry de- 
clared sbould be his successor, in lieu of his young brother 
Alfonso (John's son, by a second wife, Isabella of Portugal). 
This child the nobles refused to receive, believing and de- 
claring that she was not Henry's daughter, and arrogated 
to themselves the right of trying and passing sentence on 
their Sovereign, who, by his weak, flagitious conduct had, 
they unanimously declared, forfeited all right even to the 
present possession of the crown. 

The confederates, who were the very highest and noblest 
officers of the realm, assembled at Avita, and with a solem- 
nity and pomp which gave the whole ceremony an imposing 
character of reality, dethroned King Henry in effigy, and 
proolaimed the youthful Alfonso sovereign in his stead. All 
present swore fealty, but no actual good followed i the flame 
of civil discord was re-lighted, and raged with yet greater 
fury ; continuing even after the sudden and mysterious death 
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and deference, they offered her the crown ; but the proudest 
and boldest shrank back abashed, before the flashing eye 
and proud majesty of demeanor with wbich she answered, 
" The crown is not yours to bestow ; it is held by Henry, ac- 
cording to the laws alike of G-od and man ; and till bis death, 
you have no right to bestow, nor I to receive it." 

But though firm in this resolution, Isabella did not refuse 
to coincide in their plans for securing her succession. To 
this measure Henry himself consented, thus appearing tacitly 
to acknowledge the truth of the reports that Joanna was a 
surreptitious child, and for a brief period Castile was deliv- 
ered from the horrors of war. Once declared heiress of 
Castile and Leon, Isabella's hand was sought by many noble 
suitors, and her choice fell on Ferdinand, the young King of 
Sicily, and heir-apparent to tbo crown of Arragon. Love 
was Isabella's incentive. Prudence, and a true patriotic am- 
bition, urged the Archbishop of Toledo not only to ratify 
the choice, but to smooth every diffi-oulty in their way; he 
saw at once the glory which might accrue to Spain by this 
peaceful union of two rival tbrones. Every possible and 
impossible obstacle was privately thrown by Henry to pre- 
vent this union, even while he gave publicly bis consent ; bis 
prejudice against Ferdinand being immovable and deadly. 
But the manoeuvres of the Archbishop were more skilful 
than those of the King. The royal lovers — for such they 
really were — were secretly united at Talladolid, to reach 
which place in safety Ferdinand had been compelled to 
travel in disguise, and attended only by four cavaliers ; and 
at that period so straitened were the circumstances of the 
Prince and Princess, who afterwards possessed the bonndlesa 
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posed to the sway of weak or evil klngSj and all the conse- 
quent miseries of misrule and war. Bapine, outrage, and 
murder had become so fijequent and unchecked, as frequently 
to interrupt oomraei'ce, by preyenting all communication be- 
tween one place and another. The people acknowledged no 
law but their own passions. The aoblea were so engrossed 
with hatred of each other, and universal contempt of their 
late sovereign, with personal ambition and general discontent, 
that they had little time or leisure to attend to any hat their 
own interest. But a very brief interval convinced both 
nobles and people that a new era was dawning for them. In 
the short period of eighteen months, the wise administration 
of Isabella and Iferdinand, had effected a sufficient change to 
startle all ranks into the conviction that their best interests 
lay in prompt obedience, and in exerting themselves in their 
several spheres, to second the sovereign's will. The chivalrio 
gualitiea of Ferdinand, his undoubted wisdom and unwaver- 
ing firmness, excited both love and fear ; while devotion itself 
is not too strong a term to express the national feeling en- 
tertained toward Isabella. Her sweet, womanly gentleness, 
blended as it was with the dignity of the sovereign ; her 
ready sympathy in all that concerned her people — for the 
lowest of her subjects ; doing justice, even if it were the 
proud noble who injured, and the serf that suffered — all was 
so strange, yet fraught with such national repose, that her in- 
fluence every year increased ; while every emotion of chivalry 
found exercise, and yet rest in the heart of the aristocracy for 
their Queen ; her simple word would be obeyed, on the in- 
stant, by men who would have paused, and weighed, and 
reasoned, if any other — even Ferdinand himself — had spoken. 
Isabella knew her power ; and if ever sovereign used it for 
the good, the happiness of her people, that proud glory was 

In spite of the miserable condition of the people during 
the civil struggles, the wealth of Spain had not decreased. 
It was protected and increased by a class of people whose 
low and despised estate was, probablyj their safeguard — these 
were the Jews, who for many centuries had, both publicly and 
secretly, resided in Spain. There were many classes of this 
peof le in the land, scattered alike over Castile, Leon, Arragon, 



Healed byGoogIc 



28 THE VALE OF CEBAas ; 

Navarre, and also in tte Moorisb, territories ; some ttere were 
confined to the mystic learning and profound studies of the 
schools, whence they sent many deenly learned men to other 
countries, where their worth and wisdom gained them yet 
greater regard than they received in Spain ; others were low 
and degraded in outward seeming, yet literally holding and 
guiding the financial and commercial interests of the king- 
dom ;— whose position was of the lowest — scorned and hatod 
by the very people who yet employed them, and exposed to 
insult from every class ; the third, and by far the largest 
body of Spanish Jews, were those who, Israelites in secret, 
were so completely Catholic in seeming, that the court, the 
camp, the council, even the monasteries themselves, counted 
them amongst them. And this had been the case for years 
— we should say for centuries — and yet so inviolable was the 
faith pledged to each other, so awful the dangers around 
them, were even suspicion excited, that the fatal secret never 
transpired ; offices of state, as well as distinctions of honor, 
were frocjuently conferred on men who, had their faith or 
race been suspected, would have been regarded as the scum 
of the earth, and sentenced to torture and death, for daring 
to pass for what they were not. At the period of which we 
write, tlio fatal enemy to the secret Jews of more modern 
times, known as the Holy Office, did not esist ; but a secret 
and terrible tribunal there was, whose power and estent were 
unknown to the Sovereigns of the land. 

The Inquisition is generally supposed to have been found- 
ed by Ferdinand and Isabella, about the year 1480 or '82; 
but a deeper research informs us that it had been introduced 
into Spain several centuries earlier, and obtained great in- 
fluence in Arragon. Confiding in the protection of the papal 
see, the Inquisitors set no bounds to their ferocity : secret in- 
formations, imprisonments, tortures, midnight assassinations, 
marked their proceedings ; but they overreached themselves. 
All Spain, setting aside petty rivalshipa, rose ap against them. 
All who should give them encouragement or assistance were 
declared traitors to their country; the very lives of the In- 
quisitors and their families were, in the first burst of fury, 
endangered ; but after a time, imagining they had sunk into 
harmless insignificance, their oppressors desisted in tlieir 
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efforts against tliom, and were guilty of tlie unpardonable 
error of not esterminatiug tliem entirely.* 

According to the popular belief, the dreaded tribunal 
Blept, and so soundly, they feared not, imagined not its 
awakening. They little knew that its subterranean halls 
were established nasi almost all the principal cities, and that 
its engines were often at work, oven in the palaces of kings. 
Many a family wept the loss of a beloved member, they knew 
not, guessed not how — for those who once entered those fatal 
walls were never permitted to depart: so secret were their 
measures, that even the existence of this fearful mockery of 
Justice and Religion was not known, or at that time it would 
have been wholly eradicated. Superstition had not thea 
gained the ascendency which in after years so tarnished the 
glory of Spain, and opened the wide gates to the ruin and 
debasement under which she labors now. The fierce wars 
ftnd revolutions ravaging the land had given too many, and 
too favorable opportunities for the exercise of this secret 
power ; but still, regard for their own safety prevented tho 
more public display of their of&oe, as ambition prompted. 
The vigorous proceedings of Ferdinand and Isabella render- 
ed them yet more wary ; and little did the Sovereigns suspect 
that in their very courts this fatal power held sway. The 
existence of this tribunal naturally increased the dangers 
environing the Israelites who were daring -enough to live 
amongst the Catholics as one of them ; but of this particular 
danger they themselves were not generally aware, and their 
estraordinary skill in the concealment of their faith {to every 
item of which they yet adhered) bafBed, except in a very few 
instances, even these ministers of darkness. 

* Stockdale's History of tha Inciuiaition. 
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CHAPTER IT. 

" In war did never lion rage more lierce — 
In peace was never genua lamb more mild, 
Than was that young and princely gentleman." 

Shaesfeare, 

The wars ravaging Spain had rniraed many a gallant war- 
rior, and given ample opportunities for the possession and 
display of those ehivalric qualities without which, in that age, 
no manly character was considered perfect. The armies of 
Ferdinand and Isabella counted some of the nohlest names 
and moat valiant knights of Christendom. The Spanish 
chivalry had always been famous, and when once organized 
nnder a leader of such capacity and firmness as Ferdinand ; 
when the notice and regard of the Queen they idolized could 
only he obtained by manly virtue as well as the warrior's 
ardor, a new spirit seemed to wake within them ; petty rival- 
ships and jealousies were laid aside, all they sought was to 
become distinguished ; and never had chivalry shoae with so 
pure and glorious a lustre in the court of Spain as then, 
when, invisibly and unconsciously, it verged on its decline. 

It was amongst all this blaze of chivalry that Arthur 
Stanley had had ample opportunity to raise, in bis own per- 
son, t'le martial glory of his own still much loved and deeply 
regretted land. Ferdinand had honored him with so large a 
portion of his coveted regard, that no petty feeli 
part of the Spaniards, because he was a stranger 
terfere with his advanceragnt ; his friends, bowi 
mostly among the Arragonese ; to Isabella, and the Castili- 
ans, he was only known as a valiant young warrior, and a 
marked favorite of the king. There was one person, bow- 
ever, whom the civil contentions of Spain had so brought for- 
ward, that his name was never spoken, either in council, 
court, or camp, palace or hut — by monarch oi captive, soldier 
or citizen^ without a burst of su(,h waim and passionate 
attachment that it was almost strange how any single indi- 
vidual, and comparatively spe^kmg m a piivate station, 
could 80 have won the hearts of thou'*ands 1 ct it had been. 
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gradually that this pre-eminence had been attained — gradu- 
ally, and entirely by the worth of its object. At the early 
aire of sixteen, and as page to Gonzalos de Lara, Ferdinand 
Morales had witnessed with all the enthusiasm of a pecu- 
liarly ardent, though outwardly quiet nature, the exciting 
proceediags at Avila. His youth, his dignified mien, his 
earnestnesi, perhaps even his striking beauty, attracted the 
immediate attention of the young Alfonso, and a bond of 
union of reciprocal affection from that hoar linked the youths 
together. It is useless arguing on the folly and frivolity of 
such rapid attaflkments ; there are those with whom one day 
will be sufficient, not only to awaken, but to rivet, those 
mysterious sympathies whick are the undying links of friend- 
ship ; and others again, with whom we may associate inti- 
mately for- months — nay, years — and yet feel we have not 
one thought in common, nor formed one link to sever which 

During Alfonso's brief career, Ferdinand Morales dis- 

Slayed personal qualities, and a wisdom and faithfulness in 
is cause, well deserving not only the prince's love, but the 
confidence of all those who were really Alfonso's friends. 
His deep grief and ill-concealed indignation at the prince's 
mysteriously sudden death might, for the time, have obtained 
kirn enemies, and endangered his own life ; but the favor of 
Isabella, whom it was then the policy of the confederates to 
conciliate in all things possible, protected and advanced him. 
The love borne by the Infanta for her young brother sur- 
passed even the tenderest affection of such relatives j all 
who had loved and served him were dear to her ; and at a 
time when so much of treachery and insidious policy lurked 
around her, even in the garb of seeming devotion to her 
cause, the unwavering fidelity and straightforward conduct 
of Morales, combined as it was with his deep affection for 
Alfonso, permitted her whole mind to rest on him, secure 
not only of his faithfulness, but of vigilance which would 
discover and counteract every evil scheming of seeming 
■friends. Her constantly chosen messenger to Ferdinand, he 
became known and trusted by both that prince and Ms na- 
tive subjects. His wealth, which seemed exhaustleas, inde- 
pendent of his preferments, was ever at the service of either 
IsttbeUa or her betrothed ; he it was from whom the ncces- 



Hc^lcdbyGoOglc 



32 THE VAIE OP CEDARS ; 

8ary means for her private nuptials were borrowed. At tliat 
scene lie was, of course, present, and, at his own desire, es- 
corted Ferdinand back to his own domains — an honorable 
but most dangerous office, performed with his usual unwaver- 
ing fidelity and skill That one so faithful in adversity 
should advance from post to post as soon as dawning pros- 
perity permitted Isabella and Ferdinand to reward merit as 
well as to evince gratitude, was not surprising ; but no royal 
favor, no coveted honors, no extended power, could alter one 
tittle of his single-hearted truth — his unrestrained intercourse 
with and interest in his equals, were they of the church, 
court, or oarap — his gentle and unassuming manner to hia 
inferiors. It was these things that made him so universally 
beloved. The coldest natures, if thrown in contact with him, 
aneonsciously to themselves kindled into warmth ; vice itaeif 
could not meet the glance of that piercing eye without 
shrinking, for the moment, in loathing from itself 

Until IsabeUa and Ferdinand were firmly established on 
the throne, and Arragon and Castile united, there had been 
little leisure amongst their warriors to think of domestic ties, 
otherwise it might perhaps have been noticed as somewhat 
remarkable that Ferdinand Morales appeared to stand alone ; 
kindred, indeed, he claimed with four or five of the noblest 
amongst the Castilians, but he seemed to have no near rela- 
tive ; and though he mingled courteously, and to some young 
hearts far too pleasingly, amongst Isabella's court, it seemed 
as if he would never stoop to love. The Queen often jested 
him on his apparent insensibility, and entreating him to wed. 
At first he had smiled away such words ; but two or three 
months after the commencement of our tale, he acknowledged 
that his affections had been for some years engaged to one 
living so completely in retirement as to be unknown to all ; 
he had but waited till peace bad dawned for Spain, and he 
might offer her not only his love, but a secure and quiet 
home. He spoke in confidence, and Isabella, woman-like, 
had listened with no little interest, giving her royal approval 
of his choice, without knowing more than his own words re- 
vealed; but feeling convinced, she said, that Ferdinand 
Morales would never wed one whose birth or lineage would 
tarnish bis pure Castilian blood, or endanger the holy faith 
of- which he was so true a member. A red flush might hava 
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atained the cheek of the warrior at these words, but the deep 
obeisance with which ho had departed from the royal pres- 
ence concealed the unwonted emotion. Ere a year from that 
time elapaed, not only the ancient city of SegoTia, where his 
large estates lay, hut all Oaetile were thrown into a most 
unusual state of excitement by the marriage of the popular 
idol, Don Ferdinand Morales, with a young and marvellously 
loYclj girl, whom few, if any, had ever seen before, and whose 
very name. Donna Marie Henric[ncz, though acknowledged 
as essentially Castilian, was yet unfamiliar. The mystery, 
however, aa to who she was, and where he could have found 
her, was speedily lost in the universal admiration of her ea- 
ceeding and remarkable loveliness, and of the new yet equally 
attractive character which, as a devoted husband, Morales 
thenceforward displayed. Many had imagined that he was 
too grave, too wrapt in his many engrossing duties, alike aa 
statesman and general, ever to play the lover ; and he had 
seemed resolvei that this impression should remain, and 
shrunk from the exposure of such sacred feelings ; for none, 
save Isabella, knew he loved until they saw his bride. 



CHAPTER y. 



Mrs. Hemans. 

The Yale of Cedars, as described in our first chapter, had 
been originally the work of a single individual, who had 
found there a refuge and concealment from the secret power 
of the Inquisition, from whose walls he had almost miracu- 
lously escaped : this individual was Julien Henriquez, the 
grandfather of Marie. For five years he remained conceal- 
ed, working unaided, but successfully, in forming a comfort- 
able home and concealed retreat, not only for himself but for 
his family. Nature herself appeared to have marked the 
spot as an impenetrable retreat, and Julien's skill and ener- 



Hc^lcdbyGoOglc 



34 THE VAIE OF CEDARS J 

gy moreased aad strengtliened the natural barriers. During 
these five years the secret search for his' person, at first car- 
ried on so Tigilautly that his enemies supposed nothing hut 
death could have ooaoealed him, gradually relaxed, and then 
subsided altogether. Foes and friends alike believed him 
dead, and when he did reappear in the coarse robe, shroud- 
ing cowl, and hempen belt, of a wandering friar, he traversed 
the most populous towns in safety, unrecognized and unsus- 
pected. It was with some difficulty he found his family, and 
a, matter of no little skill to convey them, without exciting 
suspicion by their disappearance, to his retreat ; but all was 
aoeomplisbed at length, and years of domestic fel y c own 
ed every former efi'ort, and inspired and encouraged mo e 

Besides his own immediate family, consisting f h w fe 
a sou, and daughter, Henriquez had the chai of wo 
nephews and a niece, children of his sister, whose hu ban I 
had perished by the arm of the same secret power f wh h 
Henriquez had escaped ; their mother liad died of b k n 
heart, from the fearful mystery of her husband's a and 
the orphans were to Julien aa his own. 

As years passed, the Tale of Cedars became n nl a 
safe, but a Insurious home. Every visit to the wo H J 1 en 
turned to profit, by the purchase first of necessaries, then of 
luxuries. The little temple was erected by the active aid of 
the young meu, and the solemn rites of their peculiar feith 
adhered to in security. Small as the family was, deaths, 
marriages, and birtlis took place, and feelings and sympathies 
were excited, and struggles secretly endured, making that 
small spot of earth in very truth a world. The cousins inter- 
married. Ferdinand and Josephine left the vale for a more 
stirring life ; Manuel, Henriquea'a own son, and Miriam, his 
niece, preferred the quiet of the vale, Julien, his nephew, 
too, had loved ; but his cousin's love was given to hia brother, 
and he departed, unmurmuringly indeed, but he dared not 
vet trust himself to associate calmly with the object of hia 
love ; he had ever been a peculiarly sad and silent boy ; the 
fate of his father never for an instant seemed to leave hia 
mind, and he had secretly vowed to avenge hira. Love, for a 
while, had banished these thoughts ; but when that returned 
in all the misery of isolation to his own breast, former thoughts 
regained dominion, and he tried to conquer the one feeling by 
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igoment of the other. His brother and his wife 
oonstaatly Tisited the vale ; if at no otlier time, almost al- 
ways at those solemn festivals which generally fell about the 
period of the Catholic Baater and Michaelmas ; often accom- 
panied hy faithful friends, holding the same mysterious bond 
of brotherhood, and to whom the secret of that vale was as 
precious and secure as to its natural inmates. Its aged foun- 
der had frequently the happiness of gathering aroundhim from 
twenty to thirty of his secret race, and of feeling that his 
work would benefit friends as well as offspring. Julien 
alone never returned to the valo, and his family at length 
mourned him as one amongst the dead. 

The career of bis brother was glorious but brief; he fell 
fighting for his country, and his widow and young son returned 
to the parental retreat. Though the cousins had married the 
same day, the son of Ferdinand was ten years older than bis 
cousin Marie ; Manuel and Miriam having lived twelve 
years together ere the longed-for treasure was bestowed. At 
first, therefore, she had been to the youthful Ferdinand but 
as a plaything, to pet and laugh with : he left the vale as 
page to his father's companion in arms, Gonzalos de Lara, 
whoa Marie was little more than five years old ; but still Lis 
love for her and his home was such that whenever it was pos- 
sible, he would snatch if it were but half a day to visit them. 
Gradually, and to him it seemed almost strangely, the play- 
thing child changed into the graceful girl, and then again 
into the lovely woman ; and dearer than ever became his boy- 
hood's home, though years had snatched away so many of 
its beloved inmates, that, at the period of our story, its sole 
occupants were Marie and her father. 

Had her mother lived, perchance Marie bad never been ex- 
posed to the dangers of an introduction to the world. Be- 
trothed, in the secret hearts of not only her own parents, but 
of Ferdinand's mother, to her cousin, if she lived to attain 
BufBoient age, Miriam would not have thought it so impossi- 
ble as Manuel did, that the affections of his child might be 
sought for by, and given to another, if she mingled with the 
world ; she would at least have waited till she was Ferdi- 
nand's wedded wife, and then sent her forth secure. But siioh 
subtle fears and feelings are peculiarly woman's ; not the 
st, most devoted father, could of himaell' have either 
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thonght of, or undevstood them. He might perliape have 
owned their justice had they been presented to him hy the 
affectionate warnings of an almost idolized wife ; but that 
voice was hushed, her sweet eounsela buried in the grave ; 
and the fond, proud fitther, only thought of his child's bril- 
liant beauty, and how she would be admired and beloved, 
could she be but generally known. And so, for her sake, be 
actually did violence to his own love for the quiet retirement 
of the vale, and bore her to the care of Donna Emilie de Cas- 
tro ; seeing nothing, feeling nothing, but the admiration she 
excited, and that she was indeed the loveliest there. One 
wish he had, and that was, that his nephew could have been 
there likewise ; but being engaged at that time on some impor- 
tant private business for the Queen, Ferdinand did not even 
know that his cousin had ever left the vale. 

That his child's affections could be excited towards any 
but those of her own race was a circumstance so impossible, 
and moreover a sin so fearful, that it never entered Manuel's 
mind r he knew not woman's nature, dreamed not of ita 
quick impulses, its passionate yearnings, its susceptibility to- 
wards all gentle emotions, or he could not have so trustingly 
believed in the power of her peculiar faith and creed to 
guard her from the danger. Even his dearest desire that 
she should become the wife of her cousin she knew not ; for 
the father shrunk from revealing it to either his child or ne- 
phew, unless Ferdinand loved and sought her himself What 
therefore had she to warn her from the precipice on which 
she stood, when new, strange, yet most exquisitely sweet emo- 
tions gradually obtained possession of her heart in her daily 
interooursewith Arthur Stanley? What they were indeed 
Bhe knew not ; the word love was never uttered by either ; 
she only knew that his presence, his voice, the pressure of 
his hand, brought with it a thrilling sensation of mtense hap- 
piness, such as she had never known, never imagined before. 
It was indeed bat a brief dream, for when he spoke, when he 
besought her to be his, then indeed she woke to conscious- 
ness, not only that she loved, but of the dark and fatal bar- 
rier between them, which ho humaa effort could o'erleap. 
The sacrifice of race, of faith, of family, indeed might be 
made ; but to do this never entered the mind and heart of 
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Marie, ao utterly was it impossible. To Ler peouHai feelings 
it was sin enough thus to haye loved. 

Manuel Henriquez bore his child back to the vale, little 
dreaming of the anguish to which his nnguarded love had 
exposed her. She had ever been rather a pensive and gen- 
tle girl, and therefore that she should be still serious was no 
matter of surprise, Eor fifteen months she had sought to 
haniah every dream of Arthur, every thought but that in lov- 
ing him she had sinned against her G-od. Time and prayer 
had in some measure softened the first acute agony of her 
feelings ; she thought she was conquering them altogether, 
when his unexpected appearance escited every feeling anew. 
Yet in that harrowing interview still she had been firm. 
She had even told him a secret, which it was almost death to 
reveal, that ho might forget her ; for how could he wed with 
her ? And yet even that barrier he would liave passed, and 
his generous, his determined love, would linger on her mem- 
ory spite of every effort to think of him no more. 

It was a fearful struggle, and often and often she yearned 
to confess all to her father, whom she loved with no common 
love ; but she knew too well, not only the grief such tidings 
would be to him, but what his judgment must be, and she 
shrunk in agony from the condemnatioa of her feelings by 
another, constantly as she was condemning them herself 

Heuriquea had been absent from the vale during Stan- 
ley's upexpectod visit, and he tarried long enough to excite 
the alarm, not only of his child but of their domestics ; nor 
was its cause when explained likely to ease Marie's anxiety. 
He had been attacked on the day of his intended return by 
a strange sensation of giddiness, followed by insensibility, 
which appeared to have weakened him more than he had 
thought compatible with so brief an illness. He made light of 
it, but still he was uneasy, not that he feared death himself, 
but that it might take him from his Marie ere his wishes were 
accomplished, and her earthly happiness, as be thought, se- 
cured. The first attack was but the forerunner of others, 
sometimes very slight and brief, at others longer and more 
alarming, rendering Marie more and more determined to 
keep her fatal secret from him ; for it appeared to her that 
any stronger emotion than customary would be followed by 
those attacks ; and as her love for him seemed to increase in 
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mtenaity with the anxiety his preearious health oecasioned, 
80 did her dread of occasioning him aught of grief. But liow 
fruitless are our best and wisest resolutiocs I One little 
hour, and every thought was changed. 



CHAPTEE VI. 

"Oh! pTttise me not 
Look gently on me, or I sink tc 
Not thus." 



De Chat 



It was the custom of the inmates of the Vale of Oedars, on^ 
m every year, and generally about the season of Michaelmas, 
to celebrate a festival, which ordained the erection of a booth 
or tent of " branches of thick trees," in which for seven days 
every meal was taken, and greater part of the day (except the 
time passed la the little Temple) was spent. Large branches 
of the palm and cedar, the willow, acacia, and the oak, cut so 
as to prevent their withering for the seven days, formed the 
walls of the tent ; their leaves intermingling over head so aa 
to form a shelter, and yet permit the beautiful blue of the 
heavens to peep within. Flowers of every shade and scent 
formed a bordering within ; and bouquets, richly and taste- 
fnOy arranged, placed in vases filled with scented earth hunjr 
from the branches forming the roof. Fruit, too, was there— 
the purple grape, the ripe red orange, the paler lemon, the 
lime, the pomegranate, the citron, all of which the vale afford- 
ed, adorned the board (which for those seven days was aiwaya 
spread withm the tent), intermingled with cakes made by 
Mane. •' 

This was one of the festivals for which many of the secret 
race would visit the vale ; but it so happened that, this year, 
Manuel, his child, and their retainers, kept it alone— a source 
of disappointment and anxiety to the former, whose health 
was rapLdly (but still to his child almost invisibly) failioo- 
At the close of the solemn fast which always preceded by 
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fiye days this festival of rejoicing, he had had a reeurreDco 
of his deathlike fits of insensibility, loDger and more alarm- 
ing than usual ; bat he had rallied, and attributed it so 
naturally to his long fast, that alarm once more gave placo 
to hope in the heart of his daughter. Not thus, however, 
felt her father — convinced that death could not be long de- 
layed, ho but waited for his nephew's appearance and acknow- 
ledged love for his cousin, at once to give her to him, and 
prepare hor for the worst. Parental anxiety naturally in- 
creased with every hour that passed, and ^Ferdinand appeared 
not. 

It was the eve of the Sabbath ; one from which in general 
all earthly oares and thoughts were banished, giving place 
to tranquil and spiritual joy. The father and daughter were 
alone within their lovely tent, but both so wrapt in evidently 
painful thought, that a strange silence usurped the usual 
cheerful converse. So unwonted was the anxious gloom on 
Manuel's brow, that his child could bear it no longer, and 
flinging her arms round his neck, she besought him in the 
tenderest accents to confide in her, as he had ever done, 
since her mother's death, to tell her what so pained him — 
might she not remove it? Henriquez could not resist that 
fond yet moumfut pleading. He told her, that he felt health 
was departing, that death seemed ever hovering near, but 
that its pain, its care, would all depart, could he behold his 
long-cherished wish fulfilled, and his Marie he w'fe f F 
dinand, whose every took and tone during h las s had 
betrayed his devoted love. 

Marie heard ; and her cheeh and lips Han 1 It su h 
ashy whiteaesa, that her father in alarm folded he t h a 
breast; and sought to soothe a grief, which he b 1 e ed was 
occasioned merely by the sudden and fearful hought of h a 
approaching death ; and sought to soothe, by a reterenoe to 
the endearing love, the cherished tenderness which would 
still be hers ; how Ferdinand would be to her all, aye more 
than all that he had been, and how, with love lihe his, she 
would be happier th n sh h 1 been yet. Much he said, and 
he might have said still no e for t was long ere the startled 
girl could interrupt I m But when he conjured her to speak 
to him, not to look up n 1 d a 1 so fearfully, the beautiful 
truth of her natu e uj a^^a nst the involuntary deceit. 
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It was not hia death which thus appalled her; alas — alael— . 
and she hated herself for the fearful thought— she had alraoat 
lost si^ht of that, in the worda which followed. Breaking 
from his embrace, she sank down on her knees before him, 
and burying her face upon his hand, in broken accents and 
with choking sobs, revealed the whole. How could ahe do 
her noble kinsman such fearful wrong as to wed him, when 
her whole heart thoughts nay life jtaelf, seemed wrapt in 
the memory of th ? A d th t ther ! Oh ! who, what 
was he? On h 1 kd p h father's face, but so 
fearful were th m t w tt th re— wrath struggling 
with love, gr f p ty 1 t t —that hastily she with- 
drew her glai dm 1 k 1 ug, bent even to the 
dust, long aft th f h d b n poured forth, wait- 
ing in foar ai d g If h w d 

"Marie, M t y M my sainted Miriam's 

child, who thus p k wh h th th sinned sole represen- 
tative of a ra f g wh pui thoughts auoh fearful 
sin hath never mingled- My child so to love the stranger 
as to reject, to scorn her own I Oh God. my 6-od, why hast 
thou so forsaken me? Would I had died before!" And 
the heavy groan which followed, confirmed the anguiah 
breathed in those broken words. 

_ " Father I" implored the unhappy girl, clasping his knees 
m an agony of supplication, though she raised not her head 
~" Oh my father I in meroj do not speak thus ! Words of 
wrath, of reproach, fearful as they are from thee, yet I can 
bear them, but not suck woe I Oh, think what I have borne, 
what I must still bear. If I have sinned, my sin will bring, 
nay, it has already brought its own chastiaement. Speak to 
me i but one word of love- or, if it must be, wrath- but 
not, not such accents of despair J" 

Her father struggled 'to reply ; but the conflus of strong 
emotion was too powerful, and Marie sprung up to support 
him as he fell. She had often seen him insensible before, 
when there appeared no cause for such attacks ; but was it 
strange that at such a moment sho should feel that she had 
caused it?— that her sin perchance had killed her father- he 
might never wake more to say he forgave, he blessed her,— 
or that in those agonized moments of suspense she vowed Jl 
he might but speak again, that his will should be hers, even 
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did it demand tte annihilation of every former treasured 
thought I And the vow seemed heard. Gradually and, it ap- 

E eared, painfully life returned. His first action vras to clasp 
er convnlaively to his heart ; his nest, to put her gently yet 
firmly from hito, and bury his face in his hands, and weep. 

No sight is more terrible, even to an indifferent spectator, 
than to behold tears wrung from the eyes of man — and to 
his child it was indeed torture. But she controlled the cho- 
king anguish — calmly and firmly she spoke, and gradually 
the parosyam subsided. 

" That I have sinned in loving a stranger thus, I have 
long felt," she said; "and had I been aware of the nature of 
these feelings, they should never have gained ascendency. 
But I awoke too late — my very being was enchained. Still 
I may break from these engrossing thoughts — I would do so 
— -pain shall be welcome, if it may in time atone for the in- 
voluntary sin of loving the stranger, and the yet more terri- 
We one of grieving thee. Oh, my father, do what thou wilt, 
command mo as thou wilt — I am henceforth wholly thine." 

" And thou wilt wed Ferdinand, my child 1" 

"Would he still wish it, father, if he knew the whole? 
And is it right, is it just, to wed him, and the truth still un- 
revealed? Oh, if he do love me, as you say, how can I requite 
him by deceit?" 

" Tell him not, tell him not," replied Honriquez, again 
fearfully agitated; "let none other know what has been. 
What can it do, save to grieve him beyond thy power to re- 
pair ? No, no. Once his, and all these fearful thoughts will 
paas away, and their sin be blotted out, in thy true faithful- 
ness to one who loves thee. His wife, and I know that thou 
wilt lovo him, and bo true, as if thou hadst never loved 
another — " 

" Ay, could I not be true, I would not wed," murmured 
Harie, more to herself than to her father ; " and if suffering 
indeed atone for sin, terribly will it be redeemed. But oh, 
my father, tell me — I have sworn to be guided by thoo, and 
in ail things 1 will be— tell me, in wedding him whom thou 
hast ohosen, do I not still do foul wrong, if not to him (her 
voice faltered), unto another, whose love is mine as well V 

"Better for him, as for thee, to wed another, Marie I 
Would'st thou wed the stranger, wert thou free?" 



Healed byGoogIc 



42 



THE VALE OF CEBARS; 



She buried her face ia hia bosom, aod mnrinured, "Never 1" 
" Then in what can this passion end, but in misery for 
both ? In constant temptation to perjuro thy soul, in for- 
saking all for him. And if thon didst, would it bring happi- 
ness? My child, thou art absolved, even had anght of 
promise passed between you. Koowest thou not that a 
maiden of herself hath no power to vow 1 Her father's will 
alone absolvea it or conflrms. Thou doeat him no wrong. 
Be Ferdinand's bride, and all shall be forgiven, all forgotten 
—thou art my child, my Miriam's child once more I" 

Ho pressed her again fondly to him ; but though sho made 
no leply, his arguments could not convince her. She had 
indeed told Arthur that she never could be his, but jet 
avowed that sho loved him ; and if he did meet her as the 
wife of another, what must he believe her? And Ferdinand, 
if he did so love her, that preoccupied heart was indeed a sad 
requital. She had, however, that evening but little time to 
think, for ere either spoke again, the branches at the entrance 
of the tent were hastily pushed aside, and a tall manly form 
stood upon the threshold. Marie sprang to her feet with a 
faint cry— could it be that the vow of an hour was already 
called upon to be fulfilled ?— hut the intruder attributed her 
alarm to a different cause, and- hastily flinging off his wrap- 
ping mantle and deep plumed morion, heesclaimed, "WhatI 
alarmed by me, my gentle cousin? dearest Marie ! am I for- 
gotten f And Hennquez, forgetting all of bodily exhaustion, 
all of mental sufferins, in the deep joy his sudden appear- 
ancij caused, could only fold the warrior in his feeble arms, 
and drooping his head on his shoulder, sob forth expressively, 
" My son ! my sf^n I" 
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CHArTER VII. 



ITvine nana in uauu lAJgcmci j 
And the funeral shroud, and bridal wreath, 
How hdmU a space may sever 1" 



One little week did Ferdinand spend within the tome of hia 
boyhood ■ and in that brief interval tbo earthly fate of Mane 
Henriquez was decided. He had deferred his visit till such 
peace and prosperity had dawned for Spain, that he could 
offer his bride not only a home suited to his rank, but the 
comfort of his presence and protection for an in determinate 
time. He had come there purposely to reveal his long-che- 
rished love ; to conjure Marie to bless him with the promise 
of her hand; and, if successful, to return, in two short 
months, for the celebration of their marriage, according to 
their own secret rites, ere the ceremony was performed in 
the sight of the whole Catholic world. The intermarriages i)t 
first pousiu's had been so common an occurrence in his family, 
that Ferdinand, in spite of some tremblings, as a lover, had 
regarded his final union with Marie with almost as much 
certainty, and as a thing of course, as his uncle himself 

The effects of that agitating interview between father and 
daughter had been visible to Ferdinand; but he attributed 
it, very naturally, to the cause privately assigned for it by 
his kinsman — Marie's first conviction that her father's days 
were numbered. He had been greatly shocked at the change 
in Henriquez's appearance, and deeply affected at the solemn 
and startling earnestness with which he consigned Lis child 
to his care, beseeching him, under all circumstances, to love 
and cherish her. His nephew could scarcely understand, 
then, such earnest pleadings. Alas! ere his life closed, their 
cause was clear enough. 

Unconscious that her father and cousin were together, or 
of the nature of their conversation, Marie had joined tliem, 
unexpectedly, ere the interview was over. From her father's 
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lipa, and iu a tone of trembling agitation, she lieard that 
his long-cherished prayer was granted, and tliat she was his 
nephew's plighted bride. He joined their hands, blessed 
them, and left them alone together, ere she had had power 
to utter a single word ; and when voice was recalled by the 
tender, earnest accents of her cousin, beseeching her to ratify 
her father's consent — to say she would learn to love him, if she 
ilid not then; thatshewonldnotrefusethedevotednesshe prof- 
fered — what could she answer? She had so long loved him, 
venerated him, gloried in his achievements, his iioaore, as of 
an elder and much-loved brother, that, had she followed the 
impulse of Iier^ nature, she would have thrown herself as a 
sister, on his neck, and poured forth her tale of sorrow. But 
she had sworn to be guided by her father, and he had besought 
her to reveal nothing; and therefore she promised to be his, 
even wbile with tears she declared herself unworthy. But 
such words were of little meaning to her enraptured lover 
save to bid him passionately deny them, and excite his ardent 
affection more than ever — satisfied that she could be not in- 
different, listening as she did, with such flushed cheek and glis- 
tening eye, to the theme of his life since thej had parted 

the favor of the sovereigns, and the station he had won. 

During the two months which intervened between Bon 
Ferdinand's departure and promised return, Marie strained 
every nerve to face her destiny, and so meet it with ealmnesa. 
Had she not loved, it would have been impossible to feel 
herself the cherished object of her cousin's love without 
ike inward and out- 



returning it, possessing, as he did, ali 



regard. She studiously and earnestly 

■' "" *-*'• -'^-ose; she prayed 

outward seeming 
igbt never cross her 



ward attraction to w 

banished every thought of Arthur ... _ 

only for strength to be faithful, not only 

hut in inward thought; that Stanley mi^ _ 

path again, or, if he did, that his very affections might be 
estranged from her ; that the secret she had revealed might 
alone be thought upon, till alt of love had gone. The tor- 
ture of such prater, let those who love decide ; but it was 
the thought of his woe, did he ever know she was another's 
bride, that haunted her. Her own suffering it was corapari- 
tively easy to bear, believing as she did, that they were called 
for by her involuntary sin ; hut his — so successfully had she 
conc[uered herself, that it was only when his countenance of 
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reproach would flit before her, that the groan burst from her 
heart, and sho felt bowed unto the earth. 

Infirmity itself seemed conquered in the rejoicing thank- 
falaesE with which Heiiriquea regarded this fulfilment of his 
wishes. He appeared actually to regaiii strength and energy; 
Lis alarming fainting fits had not recurred since his nephew's 
visit, and Marie hoped he would be spared her longer than 
he believed. He never recurred to her confession, but la- 
vished on her, if possible, yet more endearing love, and con- 
stantly alluded to the intense happiness which her consent 
to be her cousin's bride had given him. Once he left the 
vale, despite his precarious health, taking with him his old 
retainer, Keuben, and returned, laden wit£ the richest gems 
and costliest silts, to adorn his ehOd, on her bridal day, as 
befitted the bride of Ferdinand. 

Time passed: the day specified by Ferdinand rapidly- 
approached. He was there to meet it — and not alone. 
Thoughtful of his Marie's feeling, he had resolved that she 
should not stand beside the altar without one female friend ; 
and ho brought one, the sight of whom awakened associa- 
tions with such overpowering strength, that Marie could only 
throw herself upon her bosom, almost convulsed with tears. 
It was Donna Kmelie de Castro, at whose house she had 
joined the world ; but her emotion, supposed natural to the 
agitaiing ceremony impending, and her father's precarious 
health, happily for her, passed without further notice than 
sympathy and love. 

Henriqucz, for once, was indifierent alike to the agita- 
tion of Marie, or the presence of Ferdinand. His glance 
was fiica on one of a little group, all of whom, with the es- 
eeption of this individual, were familiar to his home and 
heart. He was clothed as a monk ; hut his cowl wds thrown 
hack, and his gaze so fixed on Marie that she blushed beneath 
it, and turned away. 

" Do not turn from me, my child," he said ; and Henri- 
quez started at the voice, it was so fraught with memories of 
the departed. "Stranger as I must be, save in name, to 
thee — thou art none such to me. I seem to feel thy mother 
once again before me — and never was sister more beloved ) 
— Manuel, hast thou, indeed, forgotten Julien?" 

Almost ere he ceased to speak, the long separated rela 
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tives were elaspecl in eack other's aims. The fiTe-aad-twenty 
years, which had changed the prime of manhood iuto advanc- 
ing age, and blanched the hair of each, had had no power to 
decrease the strong ties of kindred, so powerful in their 
secret race. The agitation and excitement of Henriquez was 
so excessive, not only then, bnt during the few days inter- 
vening before tho celebration of the bridal, that Mane, in 
spite of the near approach of the dreaded day, could only 
think of him. 

]7erdinand was no exacting lover : his affection for hor 
was so intense, so true ; his oonfidcnoe in her truth so per- 
fect, that, though he might at times have fancied that she 
loved not then with fervor equal to his own, he was content- 
ed to believe that his devotion would in time create in her 
as powerful a feeling. He had so watched, so tended her 
froui infancy : she had so clung to and reverenced him, so 
opened her young heart, without one reservation, to his view 
— so treated him as her most oherished, most loved friend, 
that how could he dream she had aught to conceal, or believe 
that, did she know there was, she could have hesitated, one 
moment, to refuse his hand, preferring even the misery of 
so grieving him, to the continued agony of deceit? It was 
this perfect confidenoe, this almost childish trust, so beautiful 
in one tried, as he had been, in the ordeal of the world, that 
wrung Marie's heart with deepest torture. He helieved her 
other than she was ; — bnt it was too late — sho dared not un- 
deceive him. 

The nuptial morning dawned. The party, not more thac 
twelve or fourteen in all, assembled within the little edifice, 
whoso nature had so pnzaled Arthur,_ Its interior n 
peculiar as its outward appearance : its walls, of y 
cedar, we-^ unadorned with either carving, pictures, ( 
gery. In the centre, facing the east, was a sort of raised 
table or desk, surrounded hy a railing, and covered with a 
cloth of the richest and most ehiborately worked brocade. 
Exactly opposite, and ocoupying the centre of the eastern 
wall, was a sort of lofty chest, or ark ; the upper part of 
which, arched, and richly painted, with a blue ground, bore 
la two columns, strange hieroglyphics in gold; beneath this 
were portals of polished cedar, panelled, and marked out 
with gold, but bearing no device ; their hinges set in gilded 
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Julicn Morales, at his own particular request, was to read 
the ceremony ; and three hours after noon ho stood within 
the portals, on the highest st^ ; a slab of white marble 
divided him from the bride and bridegroom, over whom a 
canopy was raised, supported by four silver polea. The lus- 
nriant hair of the bride had been gathered up, and, save two 
massive braids, shading her brow and cheek, was concealed 
under a head-dress, somewhat resembling an eastern turban, 
but well suited to her countenance. Her dress, of the fashion 
before described, was all of white — the jacket or bodice 
richly woven with gold threads ; but so thick a veil envelop- 
ed face and form, that her sweet iace was concealed, until, at 
one particular part of the mysterious rite (for such, to the 
Spaniards, this ceremony must have been), the veil was up- 
lifted for ber to taste the sacred wine, and not allowed to fall 
again. Neither the bridegroom (agitated himself, for his was 
not a nature to think lightly of the nuptial rite), nor Henri- 

;[uez (whose excitement was extreme) was conscious of the 
ooks of alann, blended with admiration, which the raising 
of the veil attracted towards Marie. Lovely she was ; but 
it was the loveliuess of a marble statue, not of life — her very 
lips were blanched, and every feature stUl, indeed ; but a 
stillness of so peculiar an expression, so inexpressibly, so 
thrilHngly sad, that admiration appeared indefinably and 
strangely transformed to pain. The wedding ring was 

5 laced upon her hand — a thin crystal goblet broken by Fer- 
inand, on the marble at his feet — and the rites were con- 
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eluded. An almost convulsive embrace from her father — 
the unusual wildness of his voice aud manner, as he blessed, 
and called her his own precious child, who this day had placed 
the seal upon his . happiness, and confirmed twenty years of 
filial devotedness and love — awoke her from that stagnating 
trance. She folded her arms round his neck, and burst into 
passionate tears ; and there were none, not even Ferdinand, 
to chide or doubt that eraotion-^it waa but natural to her 
character, and the solemn service of the day. 

Gay and joyous was the meal which followed the bridal. 
No appurtenances of modern pomp and luiury, indeed, 
decorated the board: its only ornaments were the loveliest 
flowers, arranged in alabaster vases, and silver baskets filled 
with blushing fruit. The food was simple, and the wines not 
ehoice- hut the guests thought not of mere sensual enjoy- 
m t I th ret' meetings, each felt there was some- 

th g I ly h homes, more gorgeous feasts were theirs 
th Id wh er they so willed ; but such intereourae 

f b th h d H m occurred, and when it came, was oon- 
q tly 1 11 w d 

& t m th y at around the board ; and so unrestram- 
d f 11 t d interest was their eager converse, that 

m ! d d ; and the silver lamps, fed with sweet 
w pi d upon the table, Julien then arose, and 
1 m ly p 1 the usual blessing, or rathei thanks- 

g ft th l) dal feast. Marie did not look up duiing 

t t b t as it oonoluded, she arose, and was 

ab t to t w th Donna Emilie, when her eye caught her 
f th d y f alarm broke from her. The burning 

flhhdg pletoa livid paleness~tho glittering of 
th y to fi d nd glassy gaze. The frame was, foe a 
m m t d tone, then fearfully convulsed ; and Ueu- 
bn tatgfwd, caught his master as he fell. There 
was th g tartling and unusual in the seizure, that 

n th t med to his periods of insensibility were 

1 d d was every effort of Ferdinand to awaken 

hope and comfort m the seemingly frozen spirit of his bride. 
Henriquez was conveyed to his room, and every restora- 
tive applied ; but even the skill of Julien, well versed as he 
was in the healing art, was without effect. More than an 
hour passed, and still he lay like death ; and no sound, no 
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sob, broke from the torn heart of his hapless child, who knelt 
beside his couct ; her large dark eyes, distended to even 
more than their usual siae, fixed upim hia face ; her hands 
clasped round one of his ; but had she sought thus to give 
warmth she would have failed, for the hand of the living was 
oold and damp as that of the eeemiag dead. 

A slight, almost im perceptible flush floated over that 
livid cheek — the ey un 1 1 but s qui kly closed again 
that it was more lik th a 1 e qn ng of the muscle 
than the effort of th w II and "VI al n had marked the 
change. 

" Father I" she aln t I k d n a ouy, " in mercy 
speak to me again — ay 1 ut j f ^ — H sa " 

"Forgive" feebly p t d th d g man; and the 
strong feeling of th f th tab! t rval, conquered 
even death — '■ Forg — my b ant ful — my owu ! — the word 
is meaningless, apjl d t th A t th u not my Ferdi- 
nand's bride, and ha t th n n t Lk n tl sting, the trial 
even from this dread moment i My precious one ! — would 
I could see that face once more — but it is dark-^all dark — 
kiss me, ray child !" 

She threw herself upon bis bosom, and covered bis oheok 
with kisses. He passed his hand feebly over her face, as if 
the touch could once more bring her features to his sight ; 
and then extending his left hand, feebly called — " Ferdi- 

His nephew caught the withered band, and kneoOng 
down, pressed it reverentially and fondly to his lips. 

Henriquez'a lips moved, but there came no word. 

"Doubt me not, my more than father I From boyhood 
to yoath, from youth to manhood, I have doted on thy child. 
Shall I love and cherish her less now, that she has only me ? 
Oh, trust me ! — if devotion can give joy, she will know no 
gtief, that man can avert, again !" 

A strange but a beautiful light for a single minute dis- 
persed the fearful shadow creeping over Henriquez's features. 

" My son ! my son ! — I ijless thee — and thou, too, my 
drooping flower. Julien ! my brother — lay mo beside my 
Miriam. Thou didst not oome for this — but it is well. My 
children — my friends — send up the hymn of praise — the 
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Euore awake the voioe of oni 

Ho waa obeyed ; a psalm arose, solemn and sweet, in ac- 
cents familiar as their mother tongue, to those who chanted ; 
b t h d y other been near, not a syllable would havfi beeu 
t !1 bl But the voice which in genera! led to such 
1 ice — so thrilling in its sweetaess, that the moat 

Iff t ould not listen to it unmoved — now lay hushed 
1 t powerless even to breathe the sobs that crushed 
h h t And when the psalm, ceased, and the prayer for 
th dy f llowed, with one mighty effort Henriquez raised 
b m If d clasping his hands, uttered distinctly the last 
1 m w Is ever spoken by his race, and then sunk back — ■ 
d th wa,a silence. Minutes, many minutes, rolled by — 
b t H moved not. Gently, and tenderly, Don Eerdi- 
n d ded in disengaging the convulsive hold with 

wh b L till clasped her parent, and sought to bear her 
f m th t d and solemn room. Wildly she looked up in 
h f 1 then on those beloved features, already fixed 

a d g y death ;^with frantio strength she pushed aside 
b h b d, and sunk down by her father's aide. 



CHAPTER VIII. 
" Slight are tlie outward signs of evil thought: 



OuE. readers must imagine tbat nearly a year and a half has 
elapsed since the conclusion of our last chapter. Daring that 
interval the outward life of Marie had passed in a calm, even 
stream ; which, could she have succeeded in entirely banish- 
ing thoughts of the past, would have been unalloyed enjoy- 
ment. Her marriage, as we hinted in our fourth chapter, had 
been solemnized in public, with all the form and ceremony 
of the Catholic Church, and with a splendor incumbent on 
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the high rank and imnieiiBe wealth of the hriclegroom. In 
compliance with Marie's wishes, however, she had not jet been 
presented to the Queen ; delicate health (which was the fact, 
-for a terrihle fever had succeeded the varied emotions of her 
wedding day) and her late bereavement, was her husband's 
excuse to Isabella for her non-appearance — an excuse gra- 
ciously accepted ; the rather that the Queen of Castile was then 
much engrossed with political changes and national reformSj 
than from any failing of interest in Don Ferdinand's bride. 

Changed as was her estate, from her lovely home in the 
Vale of Cedars, where she had dwelt as the sole companion 
of an ailing parent, to the mistress of a large establisnment 
in one of the most populous cities of Castile ; the idolized 
wife of the Governor of the town — and, as such, the object of 
popular love and veneration, and called upon, frequently, to 
exert influence and authority — still Marie did not fail per- 
forming every new duty with a grace and sweetness binding 
her more and more closely to the doting heart of her husband. 
For her inward self, Marie was calm — nay, at intervals, al- 
most happy. She had neither prayed nor struggled in vain, 
and she felt as if her very prayer was answered in the fact 
that Arthur Stanley had been appointed to some high and 
honorable post in Sicily, and they were not therefore likely 
yet to meet again. The wife of such a character as Morales 
could not have continued wretched unless perversely resolved 
so to be. But his very virtues, while they inspired the deepest 
reverence towards him, engendered some degree of fear. 
Could she really have loved him as — he believed she did— 
this feeling would not have had existence ; but its foundation 
was the constant thought that she was deceiving him — the 
remorse, that his fond confidence was so utterly misplaced — 
the consoiousness, that there was still something to conceal, 
which, if discovei'ed, must blight his happiness for ever, and 
estrange him from her, were it only for the past deceit. Had 
his character been less lofty — his confidence in her less per- 
fect — his very love leas fond and trusting — she could have 
borne her trial better : but to one true, ingenuous, open as 
herself, what could be more terrible than the unceasing 
thought that she was acting a part — and to her husband? 
Often and often she longed, with an almost irresistible impulse, 
to fling herself at his feet, and beseech him not to pierce her 
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heart with such fond trust; but the impulae was forcibly con- 
trolled. What would such coofcasion avail her now? — or him, 
save to wound? 

Amongst the many Spaniards of nohle birth who visited 
Don Ferdinand's, was one Don Luia Garcia, whose actual 
rank and office no one seemed to know ; and yet, in affairs of 
church or state, earap or council, he was always so associated, 
that it was impossible to discover to which, of tlieao he was 
allied ; in fact, there was a mystery around him, which no one 
could solve. Notwithstanding his easy — nay, it was by some 
thought fascinating manners, his presence generally created 
a restraint, felt intuitively by all, yet comprehended by none. 
That there is such an emotion as antipathy mercifully placed 
within us, often as a warning, we.do most strenuously believe ; 
but we seldom trace and recognize it as such, till oircvim stan- 
ces reveal its truth. 

The real character of Don Luis, and the office he hold, our 
future pages will disclose ; suffice it here to state, that there 
was no lack of personal attractions or mental graces, to ac- 
count for the universal, yet unspoken and unacknowledged dis- 
like which he inspired. Apparently in the prime of life, he 
yet seemed to have relinquished all the pleasures and even 
the passions of life. Austere, even rigid, in those acts of 
piety and personal mortifications enjoined by his rehgion — vo- 
luntary fasts, privationS; nights supposed to be past in vigil 
and in penance; occasional rich gifts to patron saints, and 
their human followers ; an absence of all worldly feeling, even 
ambition ; some extraordinary deeds of benevolence — all ren- 
dered him an object of actual veneration to the priests and 
monks with which the goodly city of Segovia abounded ; and 
*ven the populace declared him faultlesa, as a catholic and a 
man, even while their inward shuddering belied the words. 

Don Ferdinand Morales alone was untroubled with these 
contradictory emotions. Incapable of hypocrisy himself, he 
could not imagine it in others : his nature seemed actually too 
frank and true for tlie admission even of a prejudice. Little 
did he dream that hts name, his wealth, his very favor with 
the Queen, his influence with her aubieota, had already stamp- 
ed liim, in the breast of the man to whom his house and heart 
alike were open, as an object of suspicion and espial; and 
that ere a year had passed over his wedded life, these feelings 
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were ripenecl, cherished — changed from the mere thoTight of 
persecution, to palpable resolve, hj peraonal and ungovern- 
able hate. 

DoQ Luia had never known lovo ; not evea the fleeting 
fancy, reiuch less the aotual passion, of the sensualist, or the 
Bpirituai aspirings of true affection. Of the last, in fact, he 
was utterly incapable. No feeling, with Vim, was of an evan- 
esoent nature ; under the cold austerity of the ordinary man, 
lay coals of living fire. It mattered not under what guise 
excited — hate, revenge, ambition, he was capable of all. At 
love, alone, he had ever laughed— exulting in his own security. 

The internal condition of Spain, as we have before said, 
had been, until the accession of Isabella and Ferdinand, one 
of the grossest license and moat fearful immorality. En- 
couraged in the indulgence of every passion, by the example 
of the Court, no dictates of either religion or morality ever 
interfered to protect the sanctity of home ; unbridled desires 
were often the sole cause of murderous assaulte ; and these 
fearful crimes continually passing unpunished, encouraged 
the supposition that men's passions were given to be their sole 
guide, before which, honor, innocence, and virtue fell power- 

The vigorous proceedings of Ferdinand and Isabella had 
already remedied these terrible abuses. Over the public 
safety and reform they had some power ; hut over the hearts 
of individuals they had none ; and there were still some with 
whom past license was far more influencing than present 
restraint and legal severity ; still some who paused at do 
orime so that the gratification of their passions was ensured ; 
and foremost amongst those, though by his secret office pledg- 
ed to the annihilation of all domestic and social ties, as re- 
garded his own person, was Don Luis Garcia, 

For rather more than a year, Don Ferdinand Morales 
had enjoyed the society of his young wife uninterruptedly, 
save by occasional visits, of brief duration, to Valladolid and 
Leon, where Isabella alternately held her court. He was 
now, however, summoned to attend the sovereigns, on a visit 
to Ferdinand's paternal dominions, an office which would 
cause his absence for a much longer interval. He obeyed 
with extreme reluctance — nor did Marie feel the separation 
less. There was, in some measure, a feeling of security in 
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his preseueo, which, wheneTer ho was ahseiit, gave place to 
foarful tremblings as to what might transpire to shake hei; 
faith in her, ere he returned. 

Reaolyed that not the very faintest hreath of scandal 
should touch his wife, Marie, during the absence of Morales, 
always kept herself secluded. This time her retirement was 
stricter than ever ; and great, then, was her indignation and 
astonishment, when about a fortnight before her husband's 
OKpected return, and in direct contradiction to her commands, 
Don Lais Garcia was admitted to her presence ; and nothing 
hut actual flight, for which she was far too proud and self- 
pussessed, could have averted the private interview which 
followed. The actual words which passed we know not^ but, 
after a very brief interval of careless converse on the part of 
G-arcia — something ho said earnestly, and in the tones of 
pitying sympathy, which caused the cheek and lips of Marie 
to blanch to marble, and her whole frame to shiver, and then 
grow rigid, as if turned to stone. Could it be that the fatal 
secret, which she believed was known only to herself and 
Arthur, that she had loved another ere she wedded Ferdi- 
nand, iiad been penetrated by the man towards whom she 
had ever felt the most intense abhorrence? and that he dared 
refer to it as a source of sympathy — as a proof that be could 
feel for her more than her unsuspecting husband) Why 
was speech so frozen up within her, that she could not, for 
the moment, answer, and give him back the lie ? But that 
silence of deadly terror lasted not long ; he had continued to 
speak ; at first she waa unconscious of his change of tone, 
words, and even action; but when his actual meaning flashed 
upon her, voice, strength, energy returned in suoh a burst of 
womanly indignation, womanly majesty, that Garcia himself, 
skilled in every art of evil as he was, quailed beneath it, and 
felt that he was powerless, save by violence and revenge. 

While that terrible interview lasted, the wife of Morales 
had not failed ; hut when once more alone, the most deadly 
terror took possession of her. She had, indeed, so triumphed 
as to banish Garcia, defeated, from her presence ; but fearful 
threats of vengeance were in that interview divulged — allu- 
sions to some secret power, over which he was the head, arm- 
ed with authority even greater than that of the sovereign's — > 
mysteriously spoken, but still almost strangely intelligible, 
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that in her betrayal or her silenc* lay the safety or the dan- 
ger of her husband — all compelled the conviction that her 
terror and her indignation at the daring insult must be 
buried deep in her own breast; even while the supposition 
that Bon Luis knew all the past (though how, her wildest 
imagination could not discover), and that therefore she was 
in his power, urged her yet more to a fiili confession to her 
husband. Better if his heart must be wrung by htr, than by 
a foe ; and jet she shrunk in anguish from the task. 

She was, however, deceived aa to the amount of Garcia's 
knowledge of her past life. Accustomed to read human na- 
ture'under all its varied phases — employing an nnusua,liy 
acute penetration so to know his fellows as to enable him, 
when needed, to create tho greatest amount of misery — he 
Lad. simply perceived that Marie's love for her husband was 
of a different nature to his for her, and that she had some 
eecret to conceal. On this he had based his words : his sus- 
picions were, unhappily, confirmed by the still, yet espress- 
ivo agony they had occasioned. Baffled, as in somo measure 
he had been, his internal rage that he siiould have so quailed 
before a woman, naturally increased the whirlwind of con- 
tending passions : but schooled by his impenetrable system 
of hypocrisy to outward quietness and control, he waited, cer- 
tain that circumstances would either of themselves occur, or 
be so guided by him as to give him ample means of triampb 



CHAPTER IX. 

■• You would have HioTight tlie very windows apako ; 
So many greedy looks of young and old 
Through caaements darted tlieii' desiring eyes." 

In an apartment, whose pale, green hangings, embroidered 
with richly-colored flowers, and whose furniture and orna- 
ments, all of delicate material and refined taste, marked it aa 
ft meet boudoir for geutie blood, sat Mario and her husband. 
She occupied her favorite seat— a cushion at his feet, and 
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waa listening witli interest to hia animated history of the 
Sovereign's welcome to Savagossa, the popular ferment at 
their appearance, the good they had accomplished, and would 
Btill accomplish, as their judicious plans matured. It was 
clear, he said, that they had resolved the sovereign power 
should not be merely nominal, as it had been. By making 
himself proclaimed and received as grand master of the three 
great orders of knighthood — Saint lago, Compostella, and 
Alcantara — the immense influenoe of those associations must 
succumb to, and be guided by, Ferdinand alone ; the power 
of the nobles would thus be insensibly diminished, and the 
mass of the kingdom — the people — as a natural conaeqilence, 
become of more importance, their position more open to the 
eyes of the sovereigns, and their condition, physically and 
morally, ameliorated and improved. 

"I feel and acknowledge this, dearest ; though one of the 
class whose power must be diminished to accomplish it ;" he 
continued, " I am too anzious for the internal prosperity of 
my country to quarrel with any measures which minds so en- 
lightened as its present sovereigns may deem requisite. But 
tliis is but a grave theme for thee, love. Knowest thou that 
her Grace reproached me with not bringing thee to join the 
Arragonese festivities? When Donna Emilie apoko of thee, 
and thy gentle worth and feminine loveliness, as being such 
as indeed her Grace would love, my Sovereign banished me 
her presence as a disloyal cavalier for so deserting thee ; and 
when I marked how palo and thin thou art, I feel that she 
was right ; I should have borne thee with me." 

" Or not have left me. Oh, my husband, leave me not 
again !" she replied, with sudden and involuntary emotion, 
which caused him to throw his arm round her, and fondly kiss 
her brow. 

" Not for the court, dearest; but that gentle heart must 
not forget thou art a warrior's wife, and as such, for his hon- 
or's sake, must sometimes bear the pang of parting. Nay, 
thou tremblest, and art still paler ! Ere such summons 
come, thou wilt have learned to know and love thy Queen, 
and in her protecting favor find some solace, should I be 
called to war." 

" War ! talk they of war again 1 I thought all was now 
at peace V 
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■' Yes, lovS; in our sovereign's hereditary dominions ; but 
there can be no lasting peace while some of the fairest terri- 
tory of Spain still dims the supremacy of Castjle, and bows 
down to Moorish masters. It is towards Grenada King Fer- 
dinand looks, yearning for the day when, all internal commo- 
tions healed, he can head agallant army to compel subjection ; 
and sad_ as it will he to leave thee_. sweet, thou wi!t forgive 
thy soldier if he say, would that tlie day were come I" 

"And will not their present extent of kingdom suffice the 
sovereigns ? When they recall their former petty domains, 
and compare them with the present, is it not enough ?" 

Morales smiled, " Thou spealsest as a very woman, gentle 
one, to whom the actual word ' ambition ' is unknown. Why, 
the very cause thou namest urges our sovereigns to the con' 
quest of these Moors. Tliey are the blot upon a kingdom 
otherwise as fair and great as any other European land. 
They thirst to raise it in the scale of kingdoms— to send 
down their names to posterity, as the founders of the Span- 
ish monarchy — the builders and supporters of a united throne, 
and so leave their children an undivided land. Surely this 
is a glorious project, one which every Spanish warrior must 
rejoice to aid. But fear not a speedy summons, love ; muoh 
must be accomplished first. Isabella will visit this ancient 
city ere then, and thou wilt learn to love and reverence her as 
I do." 

" In truth, my husband, thou hast made me loyal as thy- 
self; but say they not she is severe, determined, stern!" 

" To the guilty, yes ; even the weak crafty will not stand 
before her repelling glance : but what hast thou to fear, my 
love? Penetrative as she is, seeming to read the heart 
through the countenance, she can read nought in thee save 
qualities to love. I remember well the eagle glance she fixed 
on King Ferdinand's young English favorite, Senor Stan- 
ley, the first time he was presented to her. But she was 
satisfied, for he ranks as deservedly high in her favor as in 
her husband's. Thou hast heard me speak of this young En- 
glishman, my Marie 1" 

Her face was at that moment turned from him, or he 
might have started at its sudden flush ; but sjie assented by 

" He was so *'ull of juyousness and mirth, that to us oi 
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graver nature it seemed almost below his dignity as man ; 
aud now they tell me he is clianged so mournfully ; grave, 
sad, ailent, maturity seems to have descended upon him ere 
he has quite passed boyhood ; or he has some secret sorrow, 
too sacred to be revealed. There is some talk of his recall 
from.SicUy, he haying besought the king for a post of more 
active and more dangerous service. Ferdinand loves such 
daring spirits, and therefore no doubt will grant his boon. 
Ha ! Alberio, what is it 1" he continued, eagerly, as a page 
entered, and delivered a packet secured with floss silk, and 
sealed with the royal signet, adding that it had been brought 
by an officer of the royal guard, attended by some men at 
arms, "Gise him welcome suited to his rank, boy; I will 
but peruse these, and attend him instantly." 

Tho page withdrew, and Don Ferdinand, hastily cutting 
the silk, was speedily so engrossed in his despatches, as to 
forgot for the time even the presence of his wife ; and well 
it was so; for it enabled her with a strong effort to conquer 
the deadly sickness Morale's careless words had caused — the 
pang of dread accompanying every thought of Arthur's re- 
turn to Spain — to still the throbbing pulse and quivering 
lip, and, outwardly unmoved, meet his joyous glance once 

"'Tis as I thought and hoped," he said, with animation: 
"the sovereigns hold their court for some months in this 
city ; coeval, in antiquity, associations, and loyalty, with Val- 
ladolid and Leon, Isabella, with her characteristic thought 
for all her subjects, has decided on making it occasionally 
the seat of empire alternately with tiieni, and commissions 
jne, under her royal seal, to see the caalle fittingly prepared. 
Listen, love, what her Grace writes further — ' Take heed, my 
good lord, and hide not in a casket tlie brightest gem which 
we have heard adorns thy home. We would ourselves Judge 
the value of thy well-hoarded jewel — not that we doubt its 
worth; for it would bo strange, indeed, if he who hath ever 
borne off the laurel wreath from the competitors for glory, 
should not in like manner seek and win the prize of beauty. 
In simple language, let Donna Marie be in att«ndancei' And 
so thou ahalt, love ; and by thy gentle virtues and modest 
loveliness, add increase of honor to thy husband. Hal 
what says Gouzalo de Lara?" he added, as his eye glanced 
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ijver anotlier paper — " ' Tumults in SioUy— active measures 
— Senor Stanley — enough on which to expend his chiyalrio 
ardo!', and evince his devotednesa to Ferdiaand ; but Sicily 
q^uieted — supposed the king wil! still grant his request — as- 
sign him some post about his person, he at hand for military 
service against the Moors.' Good I then the war is resolved 
on. We must bestir ourselves, dearest, to prepare fit recep- 
tion for our royal guests ; there is but brief time." 

He embraced and left hev as he spoke ; and for several 
minutes Marie remained without the power even to rise from 
her seat : one pang conquered, another came, Arthur's re- 
(iall appeared determined; would it be so soon that he would 
join the sovereigns before they reached Segovia t She dared 
not think, save to pray, with wild and desperate fervor, 
that such might not be. 

MagniSeent, indeed, were Don Ferdinand's preparations 
for the banquet with which he intended to welcome his sove- 
reigns to Segovia. The castle was to be the seat of their 
residence, and the actual ^ale of their court ; but it was at 
his own private dwelling he resolved, by a sumptuous enter- 
tainment, to evince how'deeply and reverentially he felt the 
favor with which he ftas regarded by both monarchs, more 
especially by Isabella, his native Sovereign. 

In the many struggles which were constantly occurring 
between the Spaniards and Moors, the former had be- 
come acquainted with the light yet beautiful architecture 
and varied skill in all the arts peculiar to the latter, and dis- 
played their improved taste in both public and private build- 
ings. Morales, in addition t^ natural taste, possessed great 
affluence, which enabled him to evince yet greater splendor 
in his establishment than was usual to his countrymen. 

There was one octangular room, the large panels form- 
ing the walls of which were painted, each forming a striking 
picture of the principal events in the history of 8pain,from 
the descent of Don Palayo, and the mountaineers of Astu- 
rias, who struck the first blow for Spanish freedom, to the 
accession of Ferdinand and Isabella. The paintings were 
not detached pictures, but drawn and colored on the wall 
itself, which had been previously prepared for the reception 
of the colors by a curious process, still in use among the 
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Orientals.* The colors, wlien dry, were rubbed, till tlis 
■utmost briilianey was attained ; and this, combined as it was 
with a freedom and correctness of drawing, produced an 
effect as striking then as it would be novel to modern eyes. 
One aide, divided into three compartments, contained in one 
a touching likeness of the young Alfonso. His figure, rather 
larger than life, was clothed m armor, which shone as in- 
laid with gold. His head was bare, and his bright looks 
flowed over his shoulders as he wore them in life. His bril- 
liant eye, his lofty brow, and peculiarly sweet expression of 
mouth, had been caught by the limner, and transferred to 
his painting in all their original beauty. Bound him were 
grouped some of tho celebrated cavaliers of his party ; and 
the back-ground, occupied by troops not in regular battal- 
ions, but as impelled by some whelming feeling of national 
excitement, impossible to be restrained. Answering to this 
was a full length of the infanta Isabella I., in the act of re- 
fusing tlie crown offered by the confederates. The centre 
compartment represented the union of Castile and Arragon 
by the nuptials of their respective sovereigns in the cathe- 
dral church of Valladolid. Over these pictures were sus- 
pended golden lamps, inlaid with gftus ; so that, day or 
night, the effect should remain the same. Opposite the dais, 
huge folding-doors opened on an extensive hall, where the 
banquets were generally held, atld down which Don Ferdi- 
nand intended to range the tables for his guests of lesser 
rank, leaving the octangular apartment for the royal tables, 
and those of the most distinguished nobles; the one, how- 
ever, so communicating with the other, as to appear one 
lengthened chamber. On the right hand of the dais, an- 
other large door opened on a with drawing- room, the floor of 
which was of marble, curiously tinted ; and the walla hung 
with Grenoa velvet, ruby-eolored, and bordered by a wide 
fringe of gold. Superb vases of alternate crystal and frosted 
silver, on pedestals of alabaster and of aqua-marine, were 
ranged along the walls, tho delicate beauty of their mate- 
rial and workmanship coming out well against the rich color- 
ing of the hangings behind. The roof, a lofty dome, dis- 
played the light Arabesque workmanship, peculiar to Moor- 

*See Art "Union Journal, August, 1845, 
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isli architeoture, as did the form and ornaments of the win- 
dows. This apartment opened into another, mucli smaller, 
each side of whicli, appareotly formed of silver plate, reflected 
as mirrors every object ; and the pillars supporting the pe- 
culiarly llgbt roof of the same glittering material. Some 
parts of tlie extensive gardens Morales intended to illumi- 
nate ; and others, for the effect of contrast, to be left in 
deepest shadow. 

Nothing was omitted wbioh could do honor to the royal 
guests, or oast a reproach npon the magnificent hospitality 
of their hosts. The preparations were but just comijleted, 
when an advance guard arrived at Segovia with the tidings 
of the rapid approach of the sovereigns ; and Morales, with a 
gallant troop of his own retainerSj and a procession of the 
civil and military of&cera of Segovia, hastened to meet and 
escort them to the town. 

With an nn controllable impulse, Marie had followed the 
example of almost every female in Segovia, and, wrapt in her 
shrouding veil, had stationed herself, with some attendants at a 
jverboking the long line of march. The city if-" 



woiC suspended from every "turret, dome, and tower,", 
tapestries hung over balconies, which were filled with females of 
every rank and grade, vying in the richness and elegance of their 
apparel, and their coquettish use of the veil and fan, so as to 
h If h'de and half display their features more or less beauti- 
f 1— 1 b 1 1 1 n t n th Sp h w undoubt- 

dly B 11 w g f m y 1 h ever and 

m btfwlkm dtid troops 

ellpd htwwl dwtlht th officer at 
thhdw ^dE tlpt themselves, 

w th th b d dim t s, seemed 

to h d w th th 1 tem t 1 to smiles 

nd h ty g eet w th th 1 y th y t red. As 

th 1 n w n d p p 1 I t in t 1 It was the 

first t f I bell t th ty d 1 dy h d her ehar- 
t b d pi y d n u h t t k 11 th warmest 

1 t w d th w m dd t t th thwsiaatio 

1 3 Ity tow d th Q 

At 1 h tl m tl t th m b dy was ap- 

proaching—in little more than a hour the sovereigns would 
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pass the gftteft, and escitemeut waxed wilder and wilder, and 
impatience was only restrained by tho interest esoited to- 
wards tlifc gallant bodies of oavalry, which now in slow and 
measured march approached, forming the commencement of 
a line, which for three hours continued to pour within the 
city in one unbroken strain. 

Even Marie herself, preoccupied aa she was in tho dread 
search for one object co Id t gl 1 wn th m vi 

I t 1 b th h w ti t m d h th 

J^ 11 fh tym Th w 11 tw rs 

I 7 f m th li t th b dl ^ h 

life pbfmdh d t tllf 

,1, 1* k th b d !i b t th 

1 ht g J p cell th I 1 ly b d g h tt th 

^ y f H t b wh h ti 1 ght b 1 1 

t d d a. to d pi y th IT ur h Id h g d 

*^ t i ly d th t ff i, q ^ g 

1° h Id wh potl fi Id fl ff b k 

b dredfjdtl dy -pi 1 g d dt« j 

g M t f II f th g Id d t 1 11 tl V ted tfi 
h Id - m b gtt t 1 1 th y f th b 

^ '<^ wh p Ij 1 d d th g fi t 

, , * d m tl g t wh h th n 1 t It 

Ihdwhgld 1 dtghdthhvhtbl 
Pg tylk tl m Idwth It g 1 h 

* , ? / ^'^^ I'l 1" . f =, P oinfe, rearing, as if 

disdaining the slow order of march— the thrilling blast of 
many trumpets, the long roll, or short, sharp call of the 
drum; and the mingled notes of martial instruments, blend- 
ing together m wild yet stirring harmony, would be sufficient 
even in this prosaic age to bid the heart throb and the cheek 
burn, recogDiKing it, as perhaps we should, merely aa the 
s2/mlioi, not the tMr/g. What, then, must it have been, when 
men felt such glittering pageant and ohivalric seeming the 
'valiiies of life ? 

At length came the principal group ; the pressure of the 
crowds increased, and human hearts so throbbed, that it 
seemed as if they could not breathe, save in the stunning 
shouts, bidding the very welkin ring Surrounded by a 
guard of honor, composed indiscriminately of Castilians and 
Arragonese, mounted on a jet black steed, which pawed the 
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ground, and shook his graceful head, aa conscious of his 
princely burden, magnifioently attired, but m the robes ot 
peace, with a circlet of gold and gems en wreathing his black 
velvet cap, his countenance breathing this day hut the kmdiy 
emotiona of his more youthful nature, unshadowed by the 
wile and intrigue of after-years, King Ferdinand looked the 
mighty monarch, whose talents raised his country froni 
obscurity, and bade her stand forth among the first of- 
European nations. But tumultuary as were the shouts with 
which he was recognized, they were faint in comparison to 
those which burst forth at sight of the Princess at his side. 
Isabella had quitted her Utter on re-entering her own domin- 
ions and now rode a cream-colored charger, which she manag- 
ed with the grace and dignity of one well accustomed to the 
exercise, alike in processions of peace and scenes of war. 

The difference of age between the sovereigns was not 
peteeivaUe,* for the grave and thoughtful character of Fer- 
dinand gave him rather the appearance of seniority ; while 
the unusual foiruess of Isabella's complexion, her slight and 
somewhat small stature, produced on her the contrary eftect. 
The dark gray eye. the rich brown hair and delicate skin ot 
the Queen of Castile deprived her, somewhat remarkably, ot 
all the characteristics of a Spaniard, but, from their very 
novelty attracted the admiration of her subjects, iteantitul 
she was not ; hut her charm lay in the variable expression of 
her features. Peculiarly and sweeUy feminine, infused as 
Washington Irving observes, with " a soft, tender melan- 
choly " as was their general expression, thoy could yet so 
kindle into indignant majesty, so flash with reproach or 
scorn, that the very color of the oye became indistinguishable, 
and the boldest and the strongest quailed beneath the m'ghty 
and the holy spirit, which they could not but feel, that trail 
woman form enshrined, ,3 

Kound the sovereigns were grouped, in no regular order 
of march, but forming a brilliant ciM^ge, many of the celebrat- 
ed characters of their reign— men, not only of war, but of 
literature and wisdom, whom both monarcha gloried in dis- 
tinguishing above their fellows, seeking to esalt the honor of 
their country, not only in extent of dominion, but by the 

* laabdla, was eight ov ten jeai^ Ferdiniind's senior. 
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shining qualities of her sons. It was to tliis group the strain- 
ed gaze of Marie turned, and became riveted on the Queen, 
*-"''■"" strangely and indefiaabiy a degree of comfort a ' 
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wonted expression of sternness. Ou passing his mansion he 
looked eagerly ap, and with proud and joyous greeting doffed 
his velvet cap, and bowed with as earnest reverence as if he 
had still to seek and win her. The chivalry of Don Ferdi- 
nand Morales was proved, yot more after marriage than 
before. 

It was over : the procession had at length passed : she 
had scanned every face and form whose gallant bearing pro- 
claimed him noble ; hut Arthur Stanley was not amongst 
them, and inespressibly_ relieved, Marie Morales sunk down 
on a low seat, and covering her face with her hands, lifted up 
her whole soul in one wild — yet how fervent ! — ^burst of 
thanksgiving. 



Healed byGoogIc 



The esciteijient of the city did not subside with the close of 
the procession. The quiet gravity and impressive appear- 
ance of 8go, which had always marked Segovia, as a city 
more of the past than present, gave place to all the hustling 
animation peculiar to a provincial residence of royalty. Its 
central position gave it advantages over Valladolid, the usual 
seat of the monarcha of Castile and Leon, to Bovei'eigns who 
were seeking the internal peace and prosperity of their sub- 
jects, and were resolved on reforming abuses in everj' quar- 
ter of their domains. The deputation from the city was 
graciously received ; their offering — a golden vase filled with 
precious stones — accepted, and the seal put to their loyal 
excitement by receiving from Isabella's own lips, the glad in- 
formation that she had decided on making Segovia her resi- 
deuce for the ensuing year, and that she trusted the loyalty 
which the good citizens of Segovia had so warmly proffered 
would be proved, by their endeavors in their own households 
to reform the abuses which long years of misrule and misery 
had engendered. She depended on them, her people, to aid 
her with heart and hand and bade them remember, no indi- 
vidual was so insign fi t to move bis shoulder from 
the wheel on plea of u 1 n bhe trusted to her citizen 

subjects to raise the n -d gl y of her kingdom, as she 
did to her nobles to g d th f ty, elevate her chivalry, 

and by their untarn 1 d h d stainless valor, present 

an invincible front t f f Isabella knew human 

nature well; the cit t ndt their houses bound for 

ever to her service. 

Don Luis Garcia had joined the train of Morales when he 
set forth to meet the sovereigns. His extraordinary auster- 
ity and semblance of lowly piety, combined as they were 
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witli miversal talent, had been so much noised abroad as to 
reach the ears of Ferdinand and Isabella; and Morales, ever 
eager to promote the interests of a countryman, took the 
earliest opportunity of presenting him to them. He was 
graciously enough received i but, though neither spoke it, an 
indefinable feeling of disappointment took possession of their 
minds, the vrherefore they knew not. Don Luis had con- 
versed well, both as to the matter and the manner : bat nei- 
ther Ferdinand nor Isabella felt the smallest inclination to 
adrence him to any post about themselves. In rirtue of his 
supposed rank, however, he of course mingled with the court- 
ly crowd, which on the appointed evening thronged the man- 
fiioa of Don Ferdinand. 

Tremblingly as Marie looked forward to that evening, 
she spared no pains to gratify her husband in the choice of 
her toilet. Sorrow had never made her indifferent, and she 
sought to please him even in the most trifting occurrences of 
life. Her beautiful hair still lay in soft, glossy bands against 
the delicate cheeks, and was gathered up beliind in a mas- 
sive plait, forming, as it were, a diadem at the back of the 
exquisitely shaped head, from which fell a white veil- 
rather, perhaps, a half mantle, as it shaded the shoulders, 
not the face — of silver tissue, so delicately woven as to 
resemble lace, save in its glittering material. A coronet of 
diamonds was wreathed in and out the plait, removing all 
semblance of heaviness from the headgear, aiid completely 
divesting it of gaudiness. Her robe, of blue brocade, so 
closely woven with silver threads as to glisten in the light of 
a hundred lamps almost like diamonds, had no ornament 
save the large pearls which looped up the loose sleeves above 
the elbow, buttoned the bodice or jacket down the front, and 
rion,y embroidered the wide collar, which, thrown baek, dis- 
closed the wearer's delicate throat and beautiful fall of the 
shoulders, more than her usual attire permitted to be visible. 
The tiny white silk slipper, embroidered in pearl, a collaret 
juid bracelets of the same beautiful ornament, of very large 
size, completed her costume. 

Not even the presence of royalty could restrain the 
burst of undisguised admiration which greeted Marie, as, led 
forward by her eager husband, she was presented to the sov- 
ereignsj and knelt to do them homage. Ferdinand 1 
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easel on her a moment astonished then with animated 
couitcsy hi tih ra -ed h^r and playfully chid tke movement 
as unmeet fiom a hostess to her guests. „ , a 

A strange moisture had risen to the eyes of the yucen 
aa she first heheld Marie. It might have been that mai;vel- 
!ous perfection of face and form which caused the emotion ; 
for if all perfection, even from man's hand, is affecting even 
to tears, what must be the work of God? It might have 
been that on that young, sweet face, to the Queen s mental 
eve a dim shadow from the formless realms of the future 
hovered— that, stealing from that outward form of loveliness, 
she beheld its twin sister, sorrow. Whatever it might have 
been, kind and gentle as Isabella's manner ever was, espe- 
cially to her own sex, to Marie it was kinder and gentler 

' How false is the charge breathed from man's I'PS. '^^-^ 
woman never admires woman ! — that we are incapable of the 
loftv feeling of admiration of our own sex either for beauti- 
ful qualities or beauteous form ! There is no object in cr^ 
ation more lovely, more fraught with inteusest interest (it 
indeed we are not so wholly wrapt in the petty world of self 
as to have none for such lofty sympathies) than a young girl 
standing on the threshold of a new existence ; beautiful, in- 
nocent, and true ; offspring as yet of joy and hope alone but 
before whom stretches the dim vista of graver years, and the 
yearning thoughts, unspoken griefs, and buried feelings, which 
even in the happiest career must still be woman's lot. There 
may be many who can see no charm and feel no interest m 
girlhood's beauty : but not in such is woman's best and holi- 
est nature; and therefore not by such should she be judged, 
" We will not chide thee, Senor, for thy jealous care of 
this most precious gem," said Isabella, addressing Don Fer- 
dinand while her eye followed Marie, who, re-assured by the 
Queen's manner, had conquered her painful timidity, and 
was receiving and returning with easy grace and natural 
diguity the greetings and gallantries of her guests : " she la 
too pure, too precious to meet the common eye, or breathe a 
courtly atmosphere." 

Don Ferdinand's eye glistened. " And yet I fear her 
not," he rejoined i " she is as true, as loving, as she is loved 
and lovely." 
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" I doubt it not : nay, 'tis the spotless purity of soul 
breathing in that sweet face, which I would not behold taint- 
ed, by association with those lesa pure. No : let !ier rest 
within the sanctuary of thy heart and hearth, Don Pordi- 
nand. We do not command her constant attendance on our 
person, as we had intended." 

Conscious of the inexpressible relief which this assur- 
ance would bo to hia wife, Morales eagerly and gratefully 
expressed his thanks ; and the Queen passed jn, rejoicing in 
the powef of so easily conferring joy. 

We may not linger on the splendor of this scene, or at- 
tempt desenption of the varied and picturesque groups filling 
the gorgeous suite of rooms, pausing at times to admire the 
decorations of the domed chamber, or passing to and fro in 
tfie hall of mirrors, gayly reflected from the walls and pillars. 
The brilliant appearance of the extensive gardens ; their 
sudden and daaaling illuminations as night advanced ; their 
curious temples, and sparkling fountains sending up sheets 
of silver in the stiil air and darkening night, and falling in 
myriads of diamonds on innumerable flowers, whose brilliant 
coloring, illuminated by small lamps, concealed beneath their 
foliage, shone forth like gems ; the groups of Moorish slaves, 
still as statues in their various attitudes ; the wild, barbario 
musio, startling, yet delighting all who listened, and causing 
many an eager warrior to grasp his sword, longing even at 
such a moment to exchange that splendid scene for the cksh 
and stir of war — we must leave all to the imagination of our 
readers, and bid them follow ns to the banquet hall, where, 
summoned by the sound of,the gong, the numerous guests 
sat down to tables, groaning beneath the profuse hospitality 
of their host, and the refined magnificence of the display. 

All the warrior stirred the soul of the King, as, on taking 
his seat at the dais, he glanced round and beheld the glori- 
ous triumphs of his country so strikingly portrayed. But 
Isabella saw but one picture, felt but one thought ; and 
Mane never forgot the look she fised on the breathing por- 
trait of Alfonso, nor the tone with which she inquired 

" riadat thou ever a brother, Marie f 
"Sever, royal Madam." 

" Then thou canst not enter into the deep We I bore 
yon princely boy, nor the feeling that picture brings. Marie, 
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1 wonld cast aside my crown, descend my throne withont one 
regretful ranrmur, could I but told him to my heart once 
more, aa I did the night he bade mo his glad farewell , It 
was for ever ! Thy hushand speaks of him sometimes V 

" Often, often, mj gracious liege, till his lip has quivered 
and his eye has glistened !" 

Isabella pressed her hand, and with even more than her 
wonted' graciousn ess, turned to receive from the hand of her 
host the gemmed goblet of wine, which, in accordance with 
established custom, Don Ferdinand knelt down to present, 
having first drunk of it himself. 

Inapiringly sounded tbe martial music during the c^n 
tinuanee of the banquet. Brightly sparkled the brimming 
goblets of the far-femed Spanish wine. Lightly round the 
table ran the gay laugh and gayer jest. Soft and sweet were 
the whispers of many a gallant cavaiier to hia fair compan- 
ion ; for, in compliment to Isabella, tho national reserve of 
the daugliters of ii'paid was in some degree laid aside ami a 
free intercourse witQ their male companions permitted. 
Each, indeed, wore the veil, which could be thrown off, 
forming a mantle behind, or drawn close to conceal every 
feature, as coquettish fancy willed ; nor were the large fans 
wanting, with which the Spanish woman is said to hold as 
long and desperate a flirtation as the coquette of other lands 
can do with the assistance of voice and eye. Isabella's ex- 
ample had, however, already created reformation in her 
female train, and the national levity and love of intrigue, 
had in a great degree diminished. 

The animation of the scene wds at its height when sud- 
denly tiie music ceased, a single gong was heard to sound, 
and Alberic, the senior page, brought tidings of the arriva. 
of new guests ; and his master, with native courtesy, hasten- 
ed down the hall to give them welcome, 

Marie had not heard, or, perhaps, had not heeded the 
interruption in the music; for, fascinated by the manner and 
conversation of the Queen, she had given herself up for the 
time wholly to its influence, to tbe forgetfulness even of her 
inward self The sound of many footsteps and a rejoicing 
esolamation from tbe King, excited the attention at once of 
Isabella and her hostess. Marie glanced down the splendid 
hall ; and well was it for her that she was standing behind the 
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Queen's seat, and somewhat deep in shadow. Momentary 
as was all visible emotion, its eflect was such as must have 
caused remark and wonder had it been perceived : on herself, 
that casual glance, was as if she had received some invjsihly 
dealt, yet fearful blow. Her brain reeled, her eyes swam, a 
fearful, stunning sound awoke within her ears, and such fail- 
ing of bodily power as compelled her, spite of herself, to grasp 
the Queen's chair for support. But how mighty — how mar- 
vellous ia the power of mil and mind! In less than a 
minute every failing sense was recalled, bvery slackened 
nerve restrung, and, save in the deadly paleness of Ho, i.s 
well as cheek, not a trace of that terrible conflict remained. 

Aware that it was at a gay banc[uet he was to meet the 
King, Arthur Stanley had arranged his dress with some 
care. We need only particularize his sword, which was re- 
markable for its extreme simplicity, the hilt being of the 
basket shape^ and instead of being inlaid with precious 
stones, as was the general custom of this day, was composed 
merely of highly burnished steel. He had received it from 
bis dying father : and it was his pride to preserve it unsul- 
lied, as it had descended to him. He heeded neither laugh- 
ter at its uncouth plainness, nor even the malicious sneer as 
to the poor Englishman's incapacity to purchase a hand- 
somer one ; rejecting every offer of a real Toledo, and de- 
claring that he would prove both the strength and brightness 
of English steel, so that none should gainsay it, 

"Welcome, Don Arthur ! welcome, Seuor Stanley ! By 
St. Francis, I shall never learn thy native title, youth I" 
exclaimed the monarch, frankly, as he extended his hand, 
which Stanley knelt to salute. Returned with fresher laurels, 
Stanley? Why, manj thoii wilt make us thy debtor in good 
earnest !" 

" Nay, my gracious liege r that can never be !" replied 
Stanley, earnestly. " Grateful I am, indeed, when there is 
opportunity to evince fidelity and valor in your Grace's 
service ; but believe me, where so much has been and is re- 
.ceived, not a life's devotion on my part can remove the im- 
pression, that I am the debtor stiU," 

" I believe thee, boy ! I do believe thee ! I would mis- 
trust myself ere I mistrusted thee. We will hear of thy 
doings to-morrow. Enough now to know we are well satisfr 
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ed with thy govemmeiit in Sicily, and trust our native sub- 
ject who succeeds thee will do his part as well Away to thy 
seat, and rejoice that thou hast arrived ere this gay scene has 
closed. Yet stay : our lovely hostess hath not yet given 
thee welcome. Where is the Senora? Isabella, hast thou 
spirited her hence? She was here hut now." 

" Nay, good my Lord : she has vanished unwittingly," re- 
plied Isaholla, as she turned towards the spot where Mario 
tad heen standing. " Don Ferdinand, we must entreat thee 
to recall her !" 

"It needs not, royal Madam: I am here:" and Marie 
Btei)ped forward from the deep shade of the falling drapery 
behind the royal seats which had concealed her, and stood 
calmly, almost proudly erect beside the Queen, the full light 
falling on her faoe and form. But there was little need for 
light to recognize her : the voice was sufficient ; and even the 
vivid consciousness of where be stood, the hundred curious 
eyes upon him, could not reatraia the sudden start— the be- 
wildered look. Could that be Marie? Could that he the 
wife of Ferdinand Morales? If she were the one, how eould 
she be the other, when scarcely eighteen months previous, she 
had told him that which, if it were true, must equally prevent 
her union with Morales as with himself? In what were they 
different save in the vast superiority of wealth and rank? 
And in the chaos of bewildering emotions, so trustful was he in 
the truth of her he loved, that, against the very evidence of 
bis own senses, he for the moment disbelieved in the identity 
of the wife of Morales with the Marie Henriquez of the Ce- 
dar Vale. Perhaps it was well he did so, for it enabled him 
to still the tumultuous throbbing of his every pulse as her 
voice again sounded in bis ear, saying he was welcome, most 
welcome as her husband's friend, and to retire without any 
apparent emotion to bis seat. 

He had merely bowed reverentially in reply. In any 
other person the silence itself would have caused remark: 
but for the last three years Stanley's reserve and silence in 
the company of women had heen such, that a departure from 
Lis general rule even in the present case would have been 
more noticed than his silence. Thoughts of painful, almost 
chaotic bewilderment indeed, so chased each other across bis 
mind afl to render the scene around bim indistinct, the many 
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faces and eager voices like the phatitasma of a, dream. But 
the pride of manhood roused him from the sickening trance, 
and urged him' to enter into the details, called for hj his 
companions in arms, of the revolt of the Sicilians, with even 
more than usual animation. 

One timid glance Marie had hazarded towards her hus- 
band, and it was met by such a look and smile of love and 
pride that she was re-assured to perform the duties of the 
evening unfalteringly to the end. Alas lake little knew that 
her momentary emotion and that of Arthur had alike been 
seen, commented upon, and welcomed with fiend-like glee, as 
the connecting link of an until then impalpable plot, by one 
individual in that courtly crowd, whose presence, hateful as 
it was, she had forgotten in the new and happier thoughts 
which Isabella's presence and notice had occasioned. 

And who was there, the mere spectator of this glittering 
pageant, but would have pronounced that there, at least, all 
was joy, and good-will, and trust, and love? Who, even did 
they acknowledge the theory that one human heart, unveiled, 
would disperse this vain dream of seeming unalloyed enjoy- 
ment, would yet have selected the right individual for the 
proof, or would not have shrunk back awed and saddened 
had the truth been told? Surely it is well for the young, the 
hopeful, and the joyous, that in such scenes they sec but life's 
surface — not its depths. 

The festive scene lasted some time longer, nor did it con- 
clude with the departure of the King and Queen : many still 
lingered, wandering at their own will about the rooms and 
gardens, and dispersing gradually, as was then the custom, 
without any set farewell 

Her attendance no longer required by the Queen, and 
aware that lier presence was not needed by her guests, Marie 
sought the gardens; her fevered spirit and aching head 
yearning to exchange the dazzling lights and close rooms for 
the darkness and refreshing breeze of night. Almost nncon- 
Bciously she had reached some distance from the house, and 
now stood beside a beautiful statue of a water-nymph, over- 
looking a deep still pool, so clear and limpid, that when the 
moon cast her light upon it, it shone like a sheet of silver, 
reflecting every surrounding object. There were many paths 
that led to it, concealed one from the other by gigantic trees 



Healed byGoogIc 



OR, THE MARTYR, 73 

and overhanging shrubs. It was a favorite spot with Mario, 
and she now stood leaning against the statue, quite uceonscioua 
that tears were falling faster and faster from hor eyes, and 
mingling with the waters at her feet. 

" Marie !" esolaimed the voice of Stanley at that moment : 
" Canst thou be Marie ? so false, so — " but his words were 
checked, for the terror, the tumult of feeling, while it impell- 
ed her to start from him, deprived her of aU power j and a 
rapid movement on his part alone prevented her from falling 
in the deep pool beneath their feet. It was but a moment : 
she withdrew Iwrself from his supporting arms, and stood 
erect before him, though words she had none. 

'■Speak to me!" reiterated Arthur, his ^oice soundiig 
iiollow and changed ; " I ask but one word. My very senses 
seem to ptay me false, and mock me with thy outward sem- 
blance to one I have so loved. Her name, too, was Marie ; 
her voice soft and tkriliing as thine own : and yet, yet, I feel 
that 'tis but semblance — 'tis but mockery — the phantasy of 
a disordered brain. Speak, in mercy I Say that it is but sem- 
blance — that thou art not the Marie I have so loved." 

" It is true— I am that Marie. I have wronged thee most 
cruelly, most falsely," she answered, in a tone low and col- 
lected indeed, but espreesive of intense suffering. " It is too 
late now, either to atone or to esplain. Leave me, Senor 
Stanley : I am another's I" 

'■ Too late to explain 1 By heaven but thou shalt ]" burst 
fiercely and wrathfully from Stanley. " Is it not enough that 
thou hast changed my whole nature into gall, made truth it- 
self a lie, purity a meaningless word, but thou wilt shroud 
thyself under the specious hood of duty to another, when, 
before heaven, thou wast mine alone. Speak I" 

"Ay, I will speak— implore thee by the love thou didst 
once bear me, Arthur, leave me now I I can hear no more 
to-night." 

" On condition thou wilt see me in private once again 
Mane, thou darest not refuse me this ! Thou canst not have 
so fallen as to give no reason for this most foul wrong_fan- 
eied weak, futile as it may be. Wo part now, but we meet 
again !" And with a strong effort at control he strode hastily 
from her. 

The moon at that moment breaking from thick clouds, 
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darted her full light upon the pool, till it shone lite an illa- 
miuated mirror amidst the aurrounding darkness ; and though 
Arthur had disappeared, its clear surftioe distinctly reflected 
the outline of another closely shrouded figure. Marie turned 
in terror,-and heheld, gleaming with the triumph of a fiend, 
the hated countenance of Don Luis Garcia. One look told her 
that he had seen all, heard all ; but she had no power to speat 
or move. Keeping his basilisk gaae fixed on her, he with- 
drew backwards into the deep shade till he had entirely dis- 
appeared. 

Summoning all her energy, Marie fled hack towards the 
house, and at the moment she reached it, Don Ferdinand 
orossed the deserted hall. 

" Marie, dearest, here and alone? Pale, too, and trem- 
bling! . In heaven's name, what hath chanced?" 

A moment more, and she would have flung herself at his 
feet and told him all — all, and beseeching his forgiveness, 
oonjure him to shield Jier from Arthur, from herself; but as 
she looked up in his face, and met its beaming animation, ita 
manly rofleotion of the pure gratification that evening had 
bestowed, how could she, how dared she bo the one to dash it 
with woe? And, overpowered with this fearful contention 
of feeling, she threw her arms around him as he bent tender- 
ly over her, and burying her head in his bosom, burst into 
tears. 

"Thou art exhausted, mine own love! It 1m been too 
exciting, too wearying a scene for thee. Why, what a poor, 
weak girl thou art ! How fortunate for thee that thy Queen 
demands not thy constant attendance, and that thy huband 
is not ambitious to behold thee shining in the court, as thy 
grace and beauty might ! I am too glad to feel thee all, all 
my own. Smile on me, love, and then to thy couch. A fow 
hours' quiet rest, and thou wilt be thyself again." Aud he 
bore her himself with caressing gentleness to her apartment. 
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" Then Hodorick from the Douglas hi'oke, 
Aa Hashes flame through sable smoke, 
Kindling its wreaths long, dark, and low, 
To one broad hlaae of ruddy glowj 
So the deep anguish of despair 
Bnrst in fierce jealousy to air." 

Sir "WiLTEK Scott. 

" SuREj now, Pedro, the poor yoting Senor oannot ha en- 
tirely in iia right mind ; he does nothing but tramp, tramp, 
tramp, the whole night long, and mutters so fiercely to him- 
self, and suoh dark words, it would make one tremble were 
they not belied by liis sweet face and sad amile," was the ob- 
servation of old Juana Lopez to her husband some ten days 
after Arthur Stanley had been domiciled in their dwelliog. 
The old man muttered something about his being a foreigner 
from the Wild Island, where they had all been busy cutting 
one another's throats, and what could she expect otherwise?" 

" Expect? why that he must have become Spanish bom 
and bred since he has been in King Ferdinand's sorvice so 
long, and was suot a boy when he left England," 

" Stuff, woman ; there's no taking the foreign blood out 
of him, try as you will," growled the old man, who in com- 
■ mon with many of his class, was exceedingly annoyed that a 
foreigner should possess so much of the King's confidence, 
and not a little displeased that his dwelling should have been 
fised on for the young officer's quarters. " It would not have 
been Isabella, God bless her ! to have chosen such a minion ; 
she tolerates him for Ferdinand's sake ; but they will find him 
out one day. Saint lago forbid the evil don't fall first." 

" Now that is all prejudice, Viego Pedro, and you know 
it. Bless hia beautiful face! liiere is no thought of evil 
there, I'd stake my existence. He is tormented in his mind 
about something, poor youth ; but his eyes are too bright 
and his smile too sad for any thing evil.'' 

" Hold your foolish tongue : you women think if a man is 
better looJring than his fellows, he is bettor in every respect 
— poor fools as ye are ; but as for this Englisher, with such 
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a white skin and glossy curls, and blue eyes— wlij I'd lia 
ashamed to show myself amongst men — pshaw — the woman's 
blind-" 

" Nay, Viego Pedro, prejudice has folded her ierchief 
round your eyes, not mine," retorted the old dame ; and tiiejr 
war of words concerning the merits and demerits of their 
unconscious lodger continued, till old Pedro grumbled him- 
self off, and his more light-hearted helpmate busied herself 
in preparing a tempting meal for her guest, which, to her 
great disappointment, shared the fate of many others, and 
left his table almost untouched. 

To attempt description of Stanley's feelings would be as 
impossible as tedious; yet some few words must be said. 
His peculiarly enthusiastic, perhaps romantic disposition, had 
caused him to cling tenaciously to the memory of Marie, even 
after the revelation of a secret which to other men would 
have seemed to place an impassable barrier between them. 
To Arthur, difficulties in pursuit of an object only rendered 
its attainment the more intensely desired. Perhaps his hope 
rested on the conviction not so much of hts own faithful love 
as on the unchangeable nature of hers. He might have 
doubted himself, but to doubt her was impossible, ponscious 
himself that, wrong as it might be, he eould sacrifice every 
thing for her — country, rank, faith itself, even the prejudice 
of centuries, every thing but honor — an ideal stronger in 
the warrior's mind than even creed— ho could not and would 
not believe that her secret was to her sacred as his honor to 
him, and that she could no more turn renegado from the 
fidelity which that secret comprised, than he eould from his 
honor. She had spoken of but one relation, an aged father ; 
and he foit in his strong hopefulness, that it was only for 
that father's sake she had striven to conquer her love, and 
had told him they might never wed, and that when that link 
was broken ho might win her yet. 

Loving and believing thus, his anguish in beholding her 
the wife of another may be imagined. The more he tried to 
think, the more confused and mystifying his thoughts became. 
Every interview whieh he had with her, and more cspeolally 
that in the Vale of Cedars, was written in indelible charac- 
ters on his heart and brain ; and while beholding her as the 
wife of Morales contradicted their every word, still it could 
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not blot tliem from his memory ; and he would thiuk, and 
thiuk, in the vain search for but one imaginary reason, how- 
ever faint, however unsatiafaotory, for her conduct, till his 
brain turned, and his senses reeled. It was not the mere 
suffering of unrequited love; it was the misery of baying been 
deoeivej; and then, when racked and tortured by the impos- 
sibility of discovering some cause for this deceit, her secret 
would flash across him, and the wild thought arise that both 
he and Don Ferdinand were victims to the magio and the 
sorcery, by means of which alone her hated race eould ever 
make themselves beloved. 

Compelled as he was to mingle with the Oour* as usual, 
these powerful emotions were of course always under strong 
restraint, except when in tlie solitude of his own quarters. 
That when there he should give them vent, neither conscious 
of, nor earing for the remarks they excited from his host and 
hostess^ was not very remarkable ; perhaps he was scarcely 
aware how powerfully dislike towards Don Ferdinand shared 
his thoughts with his vain suggestions as to the cause of 
Marie's falsity. The reason for this suddenly aroused dislike 
he could not indeed have defined, except that Morales' had 
obtained without dif&onlty a treasure, to obtain which he had 
offered to sacrifice so much. So fourteen days passed, and 
though firmly resolved to have one more interview with 
Marie, no opportunity had^ presented itself, nor in fact could 
he feel that he had as yet obtained the self command neces- 
sary for the cold, calm tone which he intended to assume. It 
happened that once or twice the King had made Arthur his 
messenger to Don Ferdinand; but since the night of the 
enfertainment he had never penetrated farther than the 
audience chamber, there performed his mission briefly, and 
departed. Traversing the principal street of Segovia one 
morning, he was aecosted somewhat too courteously, he 
thought, for their slight acquaintance, by Don Luis Garcia. 

" And whither so early, Senor Stanley 1" ha inquired so 
courteously that it could not give offence, particularly as it 
followed other queries of a graceful greeting, and was nob 
put forth abruptly. 

" To the mansion of Don Ferdinand Morales," replied 
the young Englishman, frankly. 

"Indeed ! from the Kingf" 
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Stanley answered in the affirmative, too deeply engrossed 
witli Ilia own thoughts, to attend much to his oompanion, 
whose interrogations he wonld undoubtedlj in a more natu- 
ral mood have felt inclined to resent, 

"Don Ferdinand Morales ranks as high in the favor of 
the people as of the King— a marvellous Gonjunotion of 
qualities, is it not, Senor Stanley?" continued Garcia, after 
walking by his side some minutes in silence. " A Monarch's 
favorite is seldom that of his subjects; but Morales is unu- 
sually deserving. I wonder not at the love he wins." 

" Neither Ferdinand nor Isabella bestows favors on the 
undeserving," briefly, almost sternly answered Stanley, with 
an unconscious change of tone and manner, which did not 
escape his companion, 

" And he is so singularly fortunate, every thing he touches 
seems to turn to gold— an universal idol, possessed too of 
such wealth and splendor, and, above all, with such a being 
to share them with him. Fortune has marked him favored 
in all things, Didst ever behold a creature ec[ual in loveli- 
ness to Donna Marie, Senor Stanley?" 

A momentary, and to any other but Don Luis, incom- 
prehensible emotion, passed over the countenance of Stanley 
at these words ; but though it was instantly recalled, and 
indifference both in expression of eoantenance and voice re- 
sumed, it passed not unobserved ; and Don Luis, rejoicing 
in the pain he saw he was inflicting, continued an eloquent 
panegyric on the wife of Morales, the intense love she bore 
her husband, and the beautiful unity and harmony of their 
wedded life, until they parted within a short distance of the 
public entrance to Don Ferdinand's mansion, towards which 
Stanley turned, 

Don Luis looked after his retreating form, and folding 
his arms in his mantle, bent down his head, assuming an at- 
titude which to passers-by expressed the meek humility of 
his supposed character. There was a wild gleam of triumph 
in his eyes which he knew, and therefore they were thus bent 
down, and there were thoughts in his heart which might 
thus be worded :— " I have it all, all. Waiting has done 
bettor for me than acting ; but now the watoh is over, and 
the coil is laid. There have been those who, standing on 
the loftiest pinnacle, have fallen by a touch to earth ; none 
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knew the how or wherefore." And shrouding himself closer 
in his wrapping mantle, he walked rapidly on till he reached 
a aide entrance into the gardens, which stretched for many 
acres around Don Ferdinand's mansion. Here again he 
paused, looked cautiously around him, then swiftly entered, 
and softly closed the door behind him. 

Already agitated by the effort to retain calmness during 
Garcia'e artful words, it was no light matter for Stanley to 
compose himself for his interview with Morales. Vain was 
the gentle courtesy of the latter, vain his iindly words, vain 
his confidential reception of the young Englishman, to re- 
move from Arthur's heart the wild torrent of passion called 
forth by Garcia's allusion to Marie's intense love for her 
husband. To any one but Morales, his abrupt and uncon- 
nected replies, his strange and uncourtcous manners, must 
have excited irritation ; but Don Ferdinand only saw that 
the young man was disturbed and pained, and for this very 
reason exerted Hs utmost kindliness of words and manner 
to draw him from himself. They parted after an interval of 
about half an hour, Morales to go to the castle as requested ; 
Arthur to proceed, as he thought, to the environs of the city. 
But in vain did he strive with himself. The window of the 
room in which he had met Don Ferdinand looked into the 
garden, and there, slowly pacing a shaded path, he had re- 
cognized the figure of Mario. The intense desire to speak 
with her oneo more, and so have the fatal mystery solved, 
became too powerful for control. Every feeling of honor 
and delicacy perished before it, and hardly knowing what he 
did, he retraeed his steps, entered unquestioned, passed 
through the hall to the gardens beyond, and in less than ton 
minutes after he had parted from her husband, stood in the 
presence of Marie. 
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Don Ferdinand had sciipcly quitted his inausim ere fleet 
steps resounded behind hira and turning he beheld Don 
Luie Gavcia, who greetei bim with suuh a, marked espies 
sion, hoth in voice and f-ioe of s^dneBa that Morales m\ol 
untarily paused, and with much coiamiseration mtjuire 1 what 
had chanced. 

" Nothing of personal misfortune my fr end but there 
are times when the spirit is torture 1 by a doubtful duty 
To preserve silence is undoubtedly wrong and may lead to 
wrong, yet greater ; and yet to apeak is so pa nfully dia 
tressing to my peace-loving diBios tion thit I am t 9sed f r 
ever on conflicting impulses and would gladly be guided by 
another." 

" If you would be f,uided by my connsel, my good friend, 
I must entreat a clearer statemea^" replied Morales, half 
smiling. " You have spoken so myaterioualy, that I cannot 
even guess your meaning, I cannot imagine one so straight- 
forward and strong-minded as yourself hesitating and doubt- 
ful as to duty, of whatever nature." 

" Not if it oonoerued myself: but in this case I must 
either continue to see wrong done, with the constant dread 
of its. coming to light, without my 'interferenee ; or inflict 
anguish where I would gladly give but joy ; and very pro- 
bably, in addition, have my tale disbelieved, and myself ooa- 
demned, tho-igh for that matter, personal pain is of no con- 
sequence, could I but pursue the right." ' 

" But how stands this important case, ray good friend ?" 

"Thus: I have been so unfortunate as to discover that 
one is falae, whom her doting husband believes most true — 
that the lover of her youth has returned, and atill holds her 
imagination chained — that she meets him in secret, and has 
appointed another clandestine interview,from which who may 
tell the evil that may ensue ? I would prevent this interview 
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— ^would recall her to her better nature, or put her husband 
on his guard ; hut how dare I do this — how interfere thus 
closely between man and wife? Counsel me, my friend, in 
pit? I" 

"If you have good foundation for this charge, Don Luia, 
it ia jour duty to apeak out," replied Morales, gravely. 

"And to wliom?" 

" To the lawful guardian of this misguided one — her hus- 

" But how can I escite his anguish — how turn his present 
beaven of joy to a very hell of. woe, diatruat, suspicion 1" 

"Does the leech heed his patient's anguish when prolj'ng 
a painful wound, or cutting away the mortified flesh ? Hia 
office is not enviable, but it ia necessary, and, if feelingly per- 
formed, we love him not the less. Speak out, Don Luis, 
openly, frankly, yet gently, to tlie apparently injured hus- 
band. Do more: counsel him to act as openly, as gently 
with bis seemingly guilty wife ; and that which now appears 
so dark, may bo proved clear, and joy dawn again for both, 
by a few words of mutual esplanation. But there must be 
no mystery on your part — no either heightening or smooth- 
ing what yon may have learnt. Speak out the Bimple truth j 
insinuate nought, for that love is worthless, that husband 
false to his saered charge, if he believes in guilt ere he ques- 
tions the accused," 

Don Luis looked on the open countenance before him for 
a few minutes without reply, thinking, not if he should spare 
hi[n, but if his plans might not be foiled, did Morales him- 
self act aa he had said. But the pause was not long : never 
had he read human countenance aright, if Arthur Stanley 
were not at that moment with Marie. He laid his hand on 
Don Ferdinand's arm, and so peculiar waa the expression on 
his countenance, s^i low and plaintively musical the tone in 
which he said, " God give you strength, my poor friend," that 
the rich color unoonscioasly forsook the cheek of the hardy 
warrior, leaving him pallid as death ; and so sharp a thrill 
passed through his heart, that it was with difficulty he retain- 
ed hia feet ; but Moralea waa not merely phyaically, he waa 
mentally bravo. With a powerful, a mighty effort of will, he 
called life, energy, courage back, and said, aternly and unfal- 
teringly, " Don Luis Garcia, again I say, speak out ! I un- 
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derstand yoa; it ia I who am tho apparently injured hus- 
band. Marie ! G-reat G-od of heaven I that man should 
dare couple her pure name with ignominy ! Marie I my 
Marie ! the seemingly guilty wife ! Well, put forth your 
tale : I am not the man to shrink from my own words. 
Speak trnth, and I will hear you ; and — and, if I can, not 
spurn you from me as a liar ! Speak out [" 

Don Luis needed not a aeeond bidding : he had remarked, 
seen, and heard quite enough the evening of Don Ferdinand's 
bajic[uet, to retjuire nothing more than the simple truth, to 
harrow the heart of his hearer, even while Morales disbeliev- 
ed his every word. Speciously, indeed, he turned his own 
mere suspicions as to Marie's unhappiness, and her early love 
for Arthur, into realities, founded on certain information, but 
with this sole exception — he told bat the truth. Without 
moving a mascle, without change of countenance, or uttering 
a syilable of rejoinder, Don Ferdinand listened to G-aroia's 
recital, fixing his large piercing eye on his face, with a gaze 
that none but one so hardened in hypocrisy could have with- 
stood. Once only Morales'a features contracted for a single 
instant, as convulsed by some spasm. It was the recollec- 
tion of Marie's passionate tears, the night of the festival ; and 
yet she had shed them on his bosom. How could she be 
guilty? And the spasm passed. 

"I have heard you, Don Luis," he said, so calmly, as Gar- 
cia ceased, that the latter started. " If there be truth in 
this strange tale, I thank you for imparting it : if it be falsa 
— if you have dared pollute my ears with one word thit has 
no foundation, cross not my path again, lest I be tempted to 
turn and crush you as I would a loathsome reptile, who in 
very wantonness has stung me." 

He turned from him rapidly, traversed the brief space, 
and disappeared within his house. Don Luis looked after 
him with a low, fiendish laugh, and plunged once more into 
tho gardens. 

"Is the Senora within?" inquired Don Ferdinand, en- 
countering his wife's favorite attendant at the entrance of 
Marie's private suit of rooms ; and though his cheek was 
somewhat pale, his voice was firm as usual The reply was 
in the negative ; the Senora was in the gardens. " Alone i 
Why are you not with her as usual, Manuella?" 
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_ "I was with her, my Lord; she only dismissed me ton 
minutes ago." 

_ WithoQt rejoinder, Don Ferdinand turned in the direo- 
tion she had pointed out. It was a lovely walk, in the most 
shaded parts of the extensive grounds, walled hy alternate 
orange and lemon trees; some with the hlossom, germ, and 
fruit all on one tree; others fuU of the paly fruit; and 
others, again, as wreathed with snow, from the profusion of 
odoriferous flowers. An ahrupt curve led to a grassy plot, 
froni which a sparkling fountain sent up its glistening show- 
ers, before a luxurious bower, which Morales's tender caro had 
^rmed of large and healthy slips, cut from the trees of the 
Vale of Cedars, and flowery shrubs and variegated moss from 
the same spot ; and there he had introduoed his Marie, call- 
ing It hy the fond name of " Home I" As he neared the 
curve, voices struck on his ear— Marie's and another's. She 
was not alone I and that other !— oould it be ?— nay, it was— 
there was neither doubt nor hesitation— it was his— his— 
against whom Don Luis had warned hiui. Was it for this 
Mane had dismissed her attendant ? It could not be- it 
was mere accident, and Don Ferdinand tried to go forward 
to address them as usual ; but the effort even for him was 
too much, and he sunk down on a rustic bench near him and 
burying his head in his hands, tried to shut out sight and 
sound till power and calmness would return. But though 
he could close his eyes on aU outward things, ho could not 
deaden hearing; and words reached him whioh, while he 
strove not to hear, seemed to be traced by a dagger's point 
upon his heart, and from very physical agony deprived him 
01 strength to move, 

" And thou wilt give me no reason- idle, weak as it must 
be — thonwdt refuse mo even an escuse for thy perjury^" 
rung on the still air, in the excited tones of Arthur Stanley. 
Wealth, beauty, power— ay, they are said to be omnipotent 
with thy false sex ; but little did I dream that it could be so with 
thee ; and in six short months— nay, leas time, thou couldat 
conquer love, forget past vows, leap over the obstacle thon 
saidat must part us, and wed another ! 'Twas short space to 
do so much !" And he laughed a bitter, jibing laugh. 

" It was short, indeed !" faintly articulated Marie : " fcui 
long enough to beai-." 
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"To bear!" he answered; "nay, what hadst tliou to 
bear? Tte petted mmion of two mighty sovereigns, the idol 
of a nation-— came, and sought, and won — how couldst thou, 
resist him? What were my claims to his — an exile and a 
foreigner, with nought but my good aword, and a love so deep, 
BO faithful (his ■voice softened), that it formed my very being? 
But what was love to thee before ambition? Oh, fool, fool 
that I was, to believe a woman's tongue — to dream that 
truth could dwell in those sweet-sounding words — those tears, 
that seemed to tell of grief in parting, bitter as my own — 
fool, to believe thy specious tale ! There could be no cause 
to part ua, else wherefore art thou Morales's wife? Thou 
didst never love me I From the first deceived, thou ealledst 
forth affection, to triumph in thy power, and wreck the slen- 
der joys left to an esile ! And yet I love thee — oh, God, 
how deeply !" 

" Arthur I" answered Marie, and her bloodless lips so 
quivered, they could scarcely frame the word — '■ wrong I have 
done thee, grievous wrong ; but oh ! blast not my memory 
with injuries I have not inflicted. Look back ; recall our 
every interview. Had I intended to deceive, to call forth 
the holiest feeJings of the human heart, to make them a 
mook and scorn, to triumph in a power, of whose very exist- 
ence till thou breathed iove I was unconscious— should I 

never be other than strangers — should I have conjured thee 
to leave— aye, and to forget me, had I not felt that I loved 
too well, and trembled for myself yet more than for thee ? 
Oh, Arthur, Arthur, do not add to the bitterness of this 
moment by unjust reproaches ! I have injured thee enough 
by my ill-fated beauty, and too readily acknowledged love : 
but more I have not dono. From the first I said that there 
was a fate around us— thine I might never be !" 

" Then wherefore wed Morales? Is he not as I am, and 
therefore equally unmeet mate for thee — if, indeed, thy tal< 
be true? Didst thou not tell me, when I implored thee to 
say if thy hand was pledged unto another, that such misery 
was spared thee — thou wert free, and free wouldst remain 
while thy heart was mine ?" 

" Ay," faltered Marie, " thou rememberest all too well." 
" ThcE didst thou not deceive ? Art thou not as perjur- 
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od DOW as I once believed thee true — aa false as thou art 
lovelj ? How couldat thou love, if so soon it was as nought V 

'■ Thau believe me all thou sajest," replied Marie, more 
firmly — " believe me thus false and perjured, and foi-get me, 
Senor Stanley ; crush even my memory from thy heart, and 
give not a thought to one so worthless ! Mystery as there 
was around me when we first met, there ia a double veil 
around me now, which I may not lift even to clear myself 
with thee. Turn thy love into the scorn which my perjury 
deserves, a ad leave me." 

" I will not I" burst impetuously from Arthur, aa he sud- 
denly flung himself at her feet. " Marie, I will not leave 
thee thns j say but that some unforeseen circumstances, not 
thine own will, made thee the wife of this proud Spaaiard ; 
say but that neither thy will nor thy affections were consult- 
ed, that no word of thine could give him hope he was beloved — 
that thou lovest me still ; say but this, and I will bless thee \" 

"Ask it not, Senor Stanley. .The duty of a wife would 
bo of itself sufScient to forbid such words ; with me gratitude 
and reverence render that duty more sacred still. Wouldst 
thou indeed sink me so low as, even as a wife, to cease to 
respect me? Biso, Senor Stanley I such posture is unsuitcd 
to thee or me ; rise, and leave mo ; we must never meet alone 

" Almost overpowered with contending emotions, aa he was, 
there was a dignity, the dignity of truth in that brief appeal, 
which Arthur vainly struggled to resist. She had not at- 
tempted a single word of exoneration, and yet his reproaches 
rushed back into his own heart as cruel and unjust, and an- 
swer he had none. He rose mechanically, and as he turned 
aside to conceal the weakness, a deep and fearful imprecation 
suddenly broke from him ; and raising her head, Mario be- 
held her husband. 

Every softened feeling fled from Stanley's breast ; the 
passionate anger which Mario's words had calmed towards 
herself, now burst fourth unrestrained towards Morales. His 
sudden appearance bringing the conviction that he had played 
the sp^ upon their interview, roused his native irritation al- 
most mto madness. His sword flew from its scabbard, and 
in fearful passion he exclaimed—" Tyrant and coward 1 
How durst thou play the spy? Is it not enough that thou 
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hast robbed me of a treasure whose value thou canst never 
know? for her love ^as mine alone ere thou earnest between 
us, and 1^ base arts aad cruel force compelled her to be 
thine. Ila ! wouldst thou avoid me ! refuse to cross my 
sword I Draw, or I will proclaim thee coward in the face of 
the whole world 1" 

With a faint ory, Marie had thrown herself between them ; 
but strength failed with the effort, and she would have fallen 
iad not Morales uphold her with hia left arm. But she had 
not fainted ; every sense felt wrung into unnatural aouteness 
Except fo support her, Morales bad made no movement; his 
tall figure was raised to its fullest height, and his right arm 
calmly uplifted as bis sole protection against Arthur. " Put 
up your sword," he said firmly, and fixing his largo dark eyes 
upon hia irritated adversary, with a gaze far more of sorrow 
than of anger, " I will not fight thee. Proclaim mo what 
thou wilt. I fear neither thy sword nor thee. Go henoe, 
unhappy boy ; when this chafed mood is past, thou wilt re- 
pent this rashness, and perchance find it harder to forgive 
thyself than I shall to forgive theo. Gfo; thou art over-wrought. 
We are not eciuals now." 

Stanley involuntarily dropped the point of his sword. "I 
obey thee," be said, in that deep concentrated tone, which 
betrays strong passion yet more than violent words ; " obey 
thee, because I would not strike an undefended foe ; but we 
shall meet again in a more fitting place and season. Till 
then, boar me, Don Ferdinand ! We have hitherto been as 
companions in arms, and as friends, absent or together ; 
from this moment the tie is broken, and for ever, I am thy 
foe ! one who hath sworn to take thy life, or lose his own. I 
will compel thee to meet me I Ay, shouldst thou shun mo, 
to the confines of the world I will track and find thee. 
Coward and spy ! And yet men think thee noble I" 

A bitter laugh of scorn concluded these fetal words. He 
returned hia sword violently to its sheath; the tread nf his 
armed heel was heard for a few seconds, and then all was 
silent. 

Morales neither moved nor spoke, and Marie lifted her 
head to look on hia fece in terror. The angry words of 
Arthur had evidently fallen either wholly unheeded, or per- 
haps unheard. There was but one feeling expressed on those 
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chiseled features, but ono thought, but one convietiou ; a. 
low, convulsivG sob broke from ber, and she fainted in hia 



CHAPTER XIII. 

" Why, when my life on tiiat one hope . coat, 
Why didst thou chain my future to her past 1 
Why not a breath to say she lored tiefote V 

BULWEB. 



"Oh leave me not! 


or know 


Before thou goost, the heart that n 


'rouged thee so 


But wTOuga no more." 






Bin.WEn. 



In the first painfiil moments of awakening sense, Marie was 
only conscious of an undefined jet heavy weight on heart and 
brain ; but as strength returned she started up with a faint 
cry, and looked wUdly round her. The absence of Morales, 
the conviction that he had left her to the care of others, that 
for the first time he had deserted her couoh of pain, lighted 
up as by an electric flash the maiTellous links (rf memory, 
and the whole of that morning's anguish, every word spoken, 
every feeling endured, rushed baelt upon her with such over- 
whelming force as for the moment to deprive her of the little 
strength she had regained. Why oould she not die? was 
the despairing thought that followed. What had she to live 
for, when it was her ill fate to wreck the happiness of all who 
loved her? and yet in that moment of agony she never seem- 
ed to have loved her husband more. It was of him she 
thought far more than of Arthur, whose angry words and 
fatal threat rung again and again in ber ears. 

" My Lord had only just left whon you recovered coa- 
BoiouBness, Senova," gently remarked her principal attend- 
ant, whose penetration had discovered the meaning of Marie's 
imploring look and passive silence, so far at least that it was 
Don Ferdinand she sought, and that his absence pained her. 
" He tarried till life seemed retui'niug, and then reluctantly 
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departed for tho oastle, where he had heen summoned, he 
said, above an hour before." 

" To the castle I" repeated Marie internally. " Ay, ho ■ 
will do hia duty, though his heart he breaking. He will take 
his place and act his part, and men will report him calm, 
wise, collected, actiTe as his wont, and little dream hia wife, 
hia treasured wife, has bowed his lofty spirit to the dust, and 
laid low his light of home. Tell me when ho returns," she 
said aloud, " and bid all leave me but yourself;" 

Two hours passed, and Marie lay outwardly still and 
calm, neither speaking nor employed. But at the end of that 
time she started up hastily, resumed the robe whioh had been 
east aside, and remained stauding, as intently listening to 
some distant sound. Several minutes elapsed, and though 
sho had sunk almost unconsciously on the seat Manuelia 
proffered, it was not till full half an hour that she spoke. 

" Tho Seaoi has returned," she said calmly ; " bid Albe- 
rio hither." 

The page came, and sho quietly inquired if any strangers 
had entered with bis master. 

"No, Senora, he is alone." 

" Has he long returned!" 

" Almost half an hour, Senora, He went directly to hifl 
closet, desiring that be might not be disturbed." 

Ten minutes more, and Marie waa standing in her hus- 
l)and's presence, but unobserved. For the first time in hia 
whole life had her light step approached him unheard. For 
two hours he had borne a degree of mental suffering which 
would either have crushed or roused any other man into 
wildest fury— borne it with such an uaflinchiug spirit, that 
in neither look nor manner, nor even tone, had he departed 
from his usual self, or given the slightest occasion for re- 
mark. But the privaoy of his closet obtained, the mighty 
will gave way, and the stormy waves rolled over him, dead- 
ening every sense and thought and feeling, save the one ab- 
sorbing truth, that he had never been beloved. Father and 
child had deceived him; for now every little word, every 
trifling occurrence before hia marriage in the Vale of Cedars 
rushed back on his mind, and Henriquez imploring entreaty 
under all oiroumstances to love and cheriah her was ex- 
plained. 
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"FerdinaDd !" exclaimed a voice almost inarticulate from 
Bobs ; and atarticg, ie beheld his wife kueeling by liia side. 
" Oil ! mj husband, do not turn from me, do not bate me. 
I have none bnt thee," 

He tried to withdraw his hand, but the words, the tone, 
unmanned him, and throwing his arm round her, he clasped 
her convulsively to hia heart, and she felt his alow scalding 
tears fail one by one, as wrung from the heart's innermost 
depths, upon her cheek 

For several minutes there was silence. The strong nian'a 
emotion is as terrible to witnoas as terrible to feel. Marie 
was the first to regain voice ; and in Jew beseeching accents 
she implored him to listen to her— to hear ere he condemned. 

"Not t!ma," was his sole reply, as he tried to raise her 
from her kneeling posture to the cushion by his side. 

" Yes, thus ray husband. I will not riae till tbou aay'at 
thou eanst forgive ; wilt take the loving and the weak back 
to thy heart, if not to love as thou haat loved, to strengthen 
and forgive. I have not wronged thee. Were I false in 
word or thought I would not knoel to ask forgiveness, but 
crawl to thy feet and die ! If thou couldst but know the 
many, many times I have longed to confess all ; the agony 
to receive thy fond caress, thy trusting confidence, and know 
myself deceiving; the terror lest thou ahouldst discover 
aught from other than myself; oh I were it not for thy deep 
woe, I could bless this moment, bidding me speak Truth once 

" And say thou hast never loved me ? Wert true from 
duty, not from love? Marie, can I bear this?" 

" Yes— for I do love thee. Oh ! my husband, I turn to 
thee alone, under my God, for rest and peace. If I might not 
give thee the wild paasions of my youth, when my heart was 
sought, and won ere I was myself conscious of the precipice 
I neared, I cling to thee now alone — I would be thine alone. 
Oh, take me to thy heart, and let me lie there. Ferdinand, 
Ferdinand I forgive me ! — love — save me from myself!" 

"Ay, now and ever ! Come to my heart, beloved one !" 
answei-ed her husband, rousing himself from all of personal 
suffering to comfort her ; and he drew her to him till her 
head rested on his bosom, " Now toll me thy sorrowing tale, 
to me so wrapt in mystery. Fear not from me. It ia enough 
thou olingeat to me in such sweet guileless confidence still," 
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She obejed tim ; and the heavy weight of suffering years 
seined lightening as she apoko. Erom her first meeting 
Arthur, to that morning's harrowing interview, every feeling, 
every incident, every throb of reproach and dread were re- 
vealed with such touching and childlite truth, that even in his 
Buffering, Morales unconsciously clasped his wife closer and 
closer to him, as if her very confidence and truth rendered 
her yet dearer than before, and inexpressibly soothed at the 
very moment that they pained. Their interview was long, 
but fraught with mutual comfort. Morales had believed, 
whea he entered hia closet that day, that a dense cloud was 
folded round him, sapping the very elements of life ; bat 
though he still felt as if he had received some heavy physical 
blow, the darkness had fled from his spirit, and light dawned 
anew for both, beneath the heavenly rays of openness and 
Truth, 

" And Arthur 1" Marie said, as that long commune came 
to a closej and she looked up with the fearless gaze of integ- 
rity in her husband's face. "Thou wilt forgive him, Ferdi- 
nand! ho knew not what he said," 

" Trust me, beloved one. I pity and forgive him. He 
shall learn to love me, despite himself." 

Great was the astonishment and terrible the disappoint- 
ment of Don Luis Garcia at the visible failure of one portion 
of his nefarious schemes. Though seldom in Don Ferdi- 
nand's actual presence, he was perfectly a,ware that instead 
of diminishing, Morales' confidence in and love for hist wife 
Lad both increased, and that Mario was happier and more 

attietly at rest than she had been since her marriage. But 
lough baffled, Garcia was not foiled. The calm, haughty 
dignity which, wbenever they did chance to meet, now cha- 
racterized Bon Ferdinand's manner towards him ; the brief, 
stern reply, if words were actually needed ; or complete 
silence, betraying as it did the utter contempt and scorn 
with which his crafty design was regarded, heightened his 
every revengeful feeling, and hastened on his plans. 

Two or three weeks passed : a calm security and peace- 
ful happiness had taken the place of storm and dread in Ma- 
rie's heart. She felt that it had been a secret consciousness 
of wrong towards her husband, the dread of discovery occa- 
sioning estrangement, the constant fear of encountering 
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Stanley, which had weighed on her Leart far more than for- 
mer feelings ; and now that the ordeal was past, that ail was 
known, and she could meet her husband's eje without one 
thought ooncealed ; now that despite of all he could love and 
cherish, aye, trust her still, she clung to him with love' as 
pure and fond and true as ever wife might feel ; and her 
only thought of Stanley was prayer that peace might also 
dawn for him. It was pain indeed to feel that the real rea- 
son of her wedding Ferdinand must for ever remain con- 
cealed. Could that have been spoken, one little sentence 
said, all would have been expfaiuedj and Stanley's bitter feel- 
ings soothed. 

It was the custom of Ferdinand and Isabella to gather 
around them, about once a month, the wisest and the ablest 
of their realm— sometimes to hold council on public matters, 
at others merely in friendly discussion on various subjects 
connected with politics, the church, or war. In these meet- 
ings merit constituted rank, "and mind nobility. They com- 
menced late, and continued several hours through the night. 
To one of tliese meetings Don Ferdinand Morales had re- 
ceived a summons as usual. As the day neared, he became 
conscious of a strange, indefinablo sensation taking posses- 
sion of heart and mmd, as impossible to be explained as to 
be dismissed. It waa as if some impassable and invisible, 
but closely-hovering evil were connected with the day, blind- 
ing him — as by a heavy pall— to all beyond. He succeeded 
in subduing the ascendency of the sensation, in some meas-- 
ure, till the day itself; when, as the hours waned, it became 
more and more overpowering. As he entered his wife's 
apartment, to bid her farewell ere he departed for the castle, 
it rose almost to suffocation in his throat, and he put his arm 
round her as she stood by the widely-opened casement, and 
remained by her side several minutes without speaking. 

_" Thon art not going to the caatle yet, dearest?" sheio- 
quired.' " Is it not much earlier than usual V 

"Yes, love; but I shall not ride to-night. I feel so 
strangely oppressed, that I think a quiet walk in the night 
air will recover me far more effectually than riding." 

Marie looked up anxiously in his face. He was very pale, 
and his hair was damp with the moisture on his forehead. 
" Thou art unwell," she exclaimed ; " do not go to-night, dear 
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eat Ferdinand, — stay witt me. Thj presence ia not so im- 
peratively iieedud." 

He shook his head with a faint smile. " I must go, love, 
for I have no excuse to stay away. I wiali it were any other 
iaight, indeed, for I would so gladly remaia with thee ; but 
the very wish is folly. I never shrunk from the call of. duty 
before, and cannot imagine what hw come over me to-night ; 
tut I would sacrifice much for periiiission to stay within. Do 
not look so alarmed, love, the fresh air will remove this vague 
oppression, and give me back myself" 

"Fresh air there is none," replied his young wife, 'the 
stillness is actually awful — not a leaf moves, nor a freeze 
stirs. It seems too, more than twilight darkness , as if a 
heavy storm were brooding." 

" It may be ; oppression in the air is often the sole cause 
of oppression in the mind. I should he almost glad if it 
came, to explain this sensation." 

"But if thou must go, thou wilt not loiter, Ferdinand." 

" Why — fearest thou the storm will haim me, \o\e ' Nay, 
I have frightened thee into foreboding, Banish it, or I shall 
he still more loth to say farewell !" 

He kissed her, as if to depart, but still he lingered though 
neither spoke ; and then, as with an irresistible and passion- 
ate impulse, he clasped her convulsively to his heart, and 
murmuring hoarsely, " God for ever and ever bless thee, my 
own beloved [" released her, and was gone. 

On quitting his inansiou and entering the strest, the 
dense weight of the atmosphere became more and more ap- 
parent. The heat was so oppressive that the streets were 
actually deserted — even the artisans had closed their stores ; 
darkness had fallen suddenly, shrouding the beautiful twi- 
light peculiar to Spain as with a pall. Morales unconsciously 
glanced towards the west, where, scarcely half-an-hour be- 
fore, the sun had sunk gloriously to rest ; and there all was 
not black. Resting on the edge of the hill, was a. far-spread- 
ing crimson cloud, not the rosy glow of sunset, but the color 
of blood. So remarkable was its appearance, that Don Fer- 
dinand paused in in o un a y awe The blackness closed 
gradually round it ; bu h d o eased, and still decreas- 

ing in size, it floated onw da — p ving its blood-red hue, 
in appalling contrast w h the mu ky sky. Slowly Morales 
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turned in tho direction of the caatle, glancing up at timea, 
and unable to suppress a thrill of supernatural horror, as he 
observed this remarkable appearance floating just before him 
wherever be turned. Denser and denser became the atmos- 

Ehere, and blacker the sky, till he could not see a single yard 
efore him ; thunder growled in the distance, and a few vivid 
flashes of lightning momentarily illumined the gloom, but 
stiU the cloud remained. Its course became swifter ; but it 
decreased in size, floating onwards, till, to Morales' strained 
gaze, it appeared to remain stationary over one particularly 
lonely part of the road, known by the name of the Oalle 
Soledad, which he was compelled to pass ; oecoming smaller 
and smaller, till, as he readied the spot, it faded into utter 
darkness, and all around was black. 

That same evening, about an hour before sunset, Arthur 
Stanley, overpowered by the heat, and exhausted with some 
fatiguing military duties, hastily unbuckled his sword, flung 
it_ carelessly from him, and, drinking off a large goblet of 
wine, which, aa usual, stood ready for him on his table, threw 
himself on his couch, and sunk into a slumber so profound 
that he scarcely seemed to breathe. How he had passed 
the interval which had elapsed since his interview with Ma- 
rie and her husband, he scarcely knew himself. His mili- 
tary duties were performed mechanically, a mission for the 
king to Toledo successfully accomplished ; but he himself 
was conscious only of one engrossing thought, which no cool- 
ing and gentler temper had yet come to subdue. I"-, was a 
relief to acquit Marie of intentional falsehood — a relief to 
have some imaginary object on which to vent bitterness and 
anger ; and headstrong and violent without control or guide, 
when his passions were concerned, he encouraged every an- 
gry feeling against Morales, caring neither to define nor sub- 
due them, till the longing to meet him in deadly combat, and 
the how to do so, became the sole and dangerous occupation 
of heart and mind. 

Stanley's heavy and unnatural sleep had lasted some 
hours, when he was suddenly and painfully awakened by so 
loud and long a peal of thunder that the very Iiouse seemed 
to rock and shake with the vibration. He started up on his 
souch ; but darkness was around him so dense that he could 
act distinguish a single object. This sleep had been unre- 
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fresting, and so heavy an oppteaaion rested on his ohes^ 
that te felt aa if confined in a close cage of iron. He waved 
his arms to feel if lie were indeed at liberty. He moved in 
free ah, but the dai-kness seemed to suff'ocate him; and 
springing up, he groped his way to the window, and flung it 
open. Feverish and restless, the very exeitement of the 
night seemed to urge him forth, thus to disperse the oppres- 
sive weight within. A flash of lightning playing on the pol- 
ished sheath of his sword, he secured it to his side, acd 
threw his mantle over his shoulders. As he did so his hand 
came in contact with the upper part of the sheath, from 
which the hilt should have projected ; but, to his astoniah- 
ment and alarm, no hilt was there — the sheath was empty. 

In vain he racked his memory to ascertain whether hii 
had Itft his sword in its scabbard, or had laid the naked 
blade, as was his custom, by him while he slept The more 
he tried to think the more confused his thoughts became. 
His forehead felt circled with burning iron, his lips were dry 
and parched, his step faltering as if under the influence of 
some potent spell. He called for a light, but his voice sound- 
ed in his own ears thick and unnatural, and no one answered. 
His aged hosts had retired to rest an hour before, and though 
they had noticed and drew their own conclusions from his 
agitated movements, his call was unregarded. In five minutes 
more they heard him rush from the house ; and anxious as 
she was to justify all the ways and doings of her handsome 
lodger, old Juanna was this night compelled to lean to her 
husband's ominously expressed belief, that no one would 
voluntarily go forth on such an awful night, save for deeds 

His rapid pace and open path were illumined every al- 
ternate minute with the vivid lightning, and the very excite- 
ment of the storm partially removed the incomprehensible 
sensations under which Stanley labored. He turned in the 
direction of the castle, perhaps with the unconfcssed hope of 
meeting some of his companions in arms returning from the 
royal meeting, and in their society to shake off the spell 
which chained him. As he neared the Calle Soledad the 
ground suddenly became slippery, as with some thick fluid, 
of what nature the dense darkness prevented his discovering, 
his foot came in contact with some heavy substance lying 
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right across hia path. He stumbled and fell, and tis dress 
and Lands became literrallj dyed with the same hue as tho 
ground. He started up in terror ; a long vivid flash linger- 
ing more than a minute in the air, disclosed the object against 
which he had fallen ; and paralyzed with horror, pale, ghastly, 
as if suddenly turned to stone, he remained. He uttered no 
word nor ory ; but flash after flash played around him, and 
still beheld him gazing in stupefied and motionless horror on 
the appalling sight before him. 



CHAPTEE XIY. 



Bbbnabd.— Ab on I tiaatened, beariug ihns my light, 
Across mj path, not fifty paces off, 
I saw a mnrdered corse, stretched on ifa back. 
Smeared witli new blood, as ttiongli but freshly slain. 

The apartment adjoining the council-room of the eastle, and 
selected this night as the scene of King Ferdinand's banquet, 
was at tho eommencement of the storm filled with the ex- 
pected guests. Erom forty to fifty were there assembled, 
ohoBon indiscriminately from the Gastilians and Arragoneae, 
the first statesmen and bravest warriors of the age. But the 
usual animated discussion, the easy converse, and eager 
council, had strangely, and almost unconsciously, suuk into 
a gloemy depression, so universal and profound, that every 
effort to break from it, and resume the general topics of 
interest, was fraitless. The King himself was grave almost 
to melancholy, though more than onc< he endeavored to 
sha,ke it off, and speak as usual. Men found themselyea 
whispering to each other as if they feared to speak aloud-— as 
if some impalpable and invisible horror wore hovering round 
them. It might have been that the raging storm without 
affected all within, with a species of awe, to which even the 
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wisest and the bravest are liable when the Almigbty uttera 
His voice in the tempest, and the utter nothingness of men 
cornea home to the proudest heart. But there was another 
cause. One was missing from the council and the board ; 
the seat of Don Ferdinand Morales was vacant, and unuttered 
but absorbing anxiety occupied every mind. It was full two 
hours, rather more, from the given hour of meeting; the 
council itself had been delayed, and was at length held with- 
out him, but 80 unsatisfactory did it prove, that many subjects 
were postponed. They adjourned to the banquet-room ; but 
the wine circled but slowly, and the King leant back on his 
chair disinclined itparently for either food or drink 
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esoitement in witnessing its furyj and gloora most depressing 
in listening to it thus." 

" Perohanco 'tis the shadow of the coming evil," rejoined 
Don Felix d'Estaban. " Old legends say, there is never a 
storm like this, without bringing some national evil on its 
wings." 

" Ha ! say they so ?" demanded the King, suddenly, that 
his guests started. " And Is there truth in it V 

"The lovers of such marvels would bring -your Grace 
many proofs that. Borac calamity always followed such a 
tempest," replied Don Feiix. "It may or may not be. For 
my own part, I credit not such things. We are ourselves the 
workers of evil — no fatality lurking in storms." 

" Fated or casual, if evil has occurred to Don Ferdinand 
Morales, monarch and subject will alike have cause to asso- 
ciate this tempest with national calamity," answered tho 
King, betraying at oooe the unspoken, but engrossing sub- 
ject of his thoughts. "Who saw liim last?" 

Don Felix d'Estaban replied that he had seen him that 
day two houis before sunset. 
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"And where, my Lord— at liome or abroad?" 

"la his own mansion, which lio said he had not quitted 
that day," was the rejoinder. 

" And how seemed he? In health as usual?" 

"Ay, my liege, save that he complained of a straEgo op- 
pressive ness, disinclining him for all exertion." 

"Did ho allude to the council of to-nisht?" 

" He did, my Lord, rejoicing that he atioiild be compelled 
to rouse himself from his most unwonted mood of idleness." 

" Then some evil has befallen him," rejoined the King ; 
and the contraction of his brow denied the calmness, 
implied by his unmoved tone. " We have done wrong in 
losing all this time, Don Alonzo," he added, turning to the 
SenoT of AguilaTj "give orders that a band of picked men 
soour every path leading henco to Morales' mansion : head 
them thyself, an thou wilt, we shall the more speedily receive 
tidings. Thine eyes have been more fixed on Don Ferdi- 
nand's vacant scat, than on the board this last hour; so 
hence, and speed thee, man. It may be he is ill : we have 
seen men stricken unto death from one hour to the other. If 
there be no trace of him in either path, hie thee to his man- 
sion ; but return not without news. Impalpable evil is ever 
worse than the tangible and real." 

Don Abnzo scarcely waited the conclusion of the King's 
speech, so eager was he to depart ; and the longing looks 
oast after him betrayed how many would have willingly join- 
ed hiip in his search. 

" Hip wife V repeated the King, in answer to some sug- 
gestions of hie kinsman's. "Nay, man; hast thou yet to 
learn, that Morales' heart would break ere he would neglect 
his duty? No; physical incapacity would alone have sufl- 
cient power to keep him from us — no mental ill." 

If the effort to continue indifferent conversation had been 
difficulty before, it now became impossible. The very silence 
felt ominous. What evil could have befallen? was asked 
internally by each individual ; but the vague dread, the un- 
defined horror of something terrible impending, prevented 
all reply; and so nearly an hour passed, when, far ro- 
moved as was the council-room from the m^n body of tlie 
castle, a confusion as of the entrance of many feet, and the 
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tumultuary sound of eager voices, was distingaished, seem- 
iBg to proceed from the great hall. 

"It cannot be Don Alonzo so soon returned," remarked 
the Duke of Muroia ; but even as he spoke, and before the 
King had time to make an impatient sign for silence, bo in- 
tently was he liBtening, the Lord of Aguilar himself re-en- 
tered the apartment. 

" Saints of heaven !" ejaculated the King, and Ms ezcLaraar 
tion was echoed involuntarily by all around. The cheek of 
the warrior, never knowa to blanch before, was white as 
death ; his eye haggard and wild ; his step so faltering, that 
his whole frame reeled. He sunk on the nearest seat, and, 
with a shuddering groan, pressed both hands before his eyes. 

" Wine I wine ! give him wine 1" cried Ferdinand impet- 
uously, pushing a brimming goblet towards him, " Drink, 
man, and speak, in Heaven's name. What frightful object 
hast thou seen, to bid thee quail, who never quailed before? 
Where is Morales? Hast thou found him?" 

" Ay," muttered Don Alonzo, evidently struggling to re- 
call his energies, while the peculiar tone of the single mono- 
syllable caused every heart to shudder. 

"And where is he? Why came he not hither? Why 
neglect our royal summons ?" continued the King, hurrying 
question after question with such an utter disregard of his 
usual calm, imperturbable cautiousness, that it betrayed far 
more than words how much he dreaded the Senor's reply. 
" Speak, man ; what has detained him?" 

^^ Death!" answered the warrior, his suppressed grief and 
horror breathing in his hoUow voice ; and rising, he ap- 
proached the King's seat, and kneeling down, said in that 
low, concentrated tono, which reaches every car, though 
scarce louder than a whisper, " Sire, he is murdered !" 

" Murdered !" reiterated the King, as the word was 
echoed in all the various intonations of -horror, grief, and in- 
dignation from ail around ; and lie laid his hand heavily on 
AguUar's shoulder— " Man, man, how can this be? Who 
would dare lift up the assassin's hand against him — him, the 
favorite of our subjects as of ourselves? Who had cause of 
enmity — of evm rivalship with hira ? Thou art mistaken, 
man ; it cannotb^ [ Thou art scared with the sight of mur- 
der, and no marvel; but it cannot be Morales thou hast 
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" Alas ! my liege, I too believed it not ; but the murder- 
ed corpse now lying in the ball will be too bloody witness of 
my truth." 

The King released his hold, and without a word of re- 
joinder, strode from the apartment, and hastily traversing 
the long galleries, and many stairs, neither paused nor 
spoke, till, followed by all his nobles, be reached the hall. It 
was filled with soldiers, who. with loud and furious voices, 
mingled execrations deep and fearful on the murderer, 
with bitter lamentations on the victim. A sudden and 
respectful hush acknowledged the presence of the Sovereign; 
Ferdinand's brows were darkly knit, his lip compressed, bis 
eyes flashing sternly over the dense crowd j but he asked no 

fjnestion, nor relaxed his hasty stride till he stood beside the 
itter on which covered with a mantle, the murdered One 
w ly F gl t b vidently paused, and bis 
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Tl 1 y J 1 g h wh t f d th was already on his 
h k 1 1 p vul ly I sed, and the left hand 
tightly clenched, aa if the soul had not been thus violently 
reft from the body, without a strong pang of mortal agony. 
His right hand had stiffened round the hilt of his utiaheath- 
ed sword, for the murderous blow had been dealt from be- 
hind, and with such fatal aim, that death must have been 
almost instantaneous, and the tight grasp of his sword the 
mere instinctive movement of espiring natare. Awe-struck, 
ehiUed to the heart, did the noble friends of the departed 
gather round him. On the first removal of the mantle, an 
irresistible yell of curses on the murderer burst forth from 
the soldiery, wrought into fury at thus beholding their 
almost idolized commander ; but the stern woe on the Sov- 
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ereigfi's face hushed them into silence ; and the groan (rf 
grief and horror wiiieh escaped iiiTolniitarily from Ferdi- 
nand's lips, was hoard throughout the hall. 

" The murderer ?" at length demanded man^ of the nobles 
at the same moment. " Who has dared do this awful deed 1 
Don Alonzo, is there no clue to his person — no trace of hia 

" There is traco and clue enough," was the brief and 
stern reply. " The murderer is secured !" 

" Ha !" exclaimed the King, roused at once ; " secured, 
gayest thou ? In our hitter grief we had well-nigh forgotten 
justice. Bring forth the dastardly craven ; we would de- 
mand the reason of this cowardly blow ere we condemn him 
to the death of torture which Ms crime demands. Lot him 
confront his victim. Why do you pause, my Lord ? Pro- 
duce the murderer." 

Still Don Alouzo stood irresolute, and a full minute pass- 
ed ere he signed to the men who had accompanied him. A 
figure was instantly led forward, his arms strongly secured 
in his own mantle, and his hat so slouched over his face, that 
not a feature could be distinguished. Still there was some- 
thing in his appearance that struck a cold chill of doubt to 
the heart of the King, and in a voice strangely expressive of 
emotion, he commanded — " Remove his hat and mautle : we 
should know that form." 

He was obeyed, for there was no resistance on the part of the 
prisoner, whose inner dress waa also stained with blood, as 
were his hands. His cheek was ashy pale ; his eye bloodshot 
and pale ; and his whole appearance denoting such escessivo 
agitation, tuat it would have gone far to condemn him, even 
had there been no other proof. 

" Stanley !" burst from the astonished King, as a wild cry 
^an round the-hall, and "Death to the ungrateful foreigner!" 
— " Death to the base-born Englishman \" — " Tortures and 
death I" escaped, in every variety of intonation, from the fierce 
soldiery, who, regardless even of their Sovereign's presence, 
drew closer and closer round, clashing their weapons, and 
with difficulty restrained from tearing him to pieces where he 
fitood. 

" He was my foe," muttered the prisoner, almost uncon- 
Bobus (*f the import of his words, or how far they would eon- 
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firm tte suspicions against him. " He roobed me of happiness 
—ho destined me to misery, I hated him. j but I did not 
murder him. I swore to take his life oi lose my own ; hut 
not thus — not thus. Great God ! to see him lying there, and 
feel it might have been my hand. Men, men I would ye quench 
hatred, behold its object strieken before you by a dastard 
blow like this, and ye wiU feel ita enormity and horror. I 
did not slay him; I would give my life to the murderer's dag- 
ger to call him back, and ask his forgiveness for the thoughta 
of blood I entertained against him ; but I touched him not — 
my sword is stainless." 

" Thou liest, false traitor I" esclalmed Don Felis, fiercely, 
and he held up the hilt and about four inches of a sword, the 
remainder of which was still in the body. " Behold the evi' 
denoe to thy black lie ! My liege, this fragment was found 
beside the body deluged in gore. We know the hilt too well 
to doubt, one moment, the name of its possessor ; there is not 
another like it tkroughout Spain. It snapt in the blow, as if 
more honorable than its master, it coAiId not survive so foul 
a. stain. What arm should wield it save his own?" 

A universal murmur of execration, acknowledged this 
convincing evidence ; doubly confirmed, as it seemed to be by 
the fearful start and muttered exclamation, on the part of 
the prisoner the moment it was produced. The nobles throng- 
ed round the King, some entreating him to sentenoe the 
midnight assassin to instant execution ; others, to retain him 
in severest imprisonment till the proofs of his guilt could be 
legally examined, and the whole European World hear of the 
crime, and its chastisement ; lest they should say that as a 
'foreigner, justice was refused to him. To this opinion the 
King leaned, 

" Ye counsel well and wisely, my lords," he said. " It 
shall not be said, because the murdered was our subject, and 
the murderer an alien, that he was condemned without exa- 
mination of proofs against him, or being heard in his own 
defence. Seven sans hence wo will ourselves examine every 
evidence for or against him, which your penetration, my lords, 
can collect. Till then, Don Felix, the prisoner is your charge, 
to be produced when summoned ; and now away with the mid- 
night assassin — he has polluted our presence too long. Away 
with the base ingrate, who has thus requited our trust and 
love; we would look on him no more." 
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With a rapid movement the unfortunate yOTing man hvdke 
from the guard, which, at Don Felix's sign, closed round and 
sought to drag him from the hall, and flung himself impeta- 
ously at Ferdinand's feet. 

" I am no murderer I" he esclaimed, in a toBO of such pas- 
sionate agony, that to any less prejudiced than those around, 
it must at least have raised doubt as to his guilt " I am not the 
base ingrate you would deem me. Condemn me to death aa 
thou wilt, I kneel not to sue for life; for, dishonored and sus- 
pected, I would not a*ccept it were it offered. Let them hring 
forward what they will, 1 am innocent. Here, before ye all, 
in presence of the murdered victim, by all held sacred in 
Heaven or on Earth, I swear I slew him not 1 If I am 
guilty I call upon the dead himself to rise, and blast me with 
his gaze !" 

Involuntarily every eye turned towards the corpse ; for, 
vague as such an appeal might seem now, the age was then 
but barely past, when the assistance of the murdered was 
often required in the discovery of the murderer. Many a 
brave heart grew chill, and brown cheeks blanched, in antioi- 
patioQ of the unearthly sign, so fully were they convinced of 
Stanley's guilt, but none. came. The stagnated blood did not 
flow forth again — the eye did not glare with more conscious- 
ness than before — the cold hand did not move to point its 
anger at the prisoner ; and Don Felix, fearing the effect of 
Stanley's appeal upon the King, signed to the guards, who 
rudely raised and bore him from the hall. 

The tumults of these events had naturally spread far and 
wide over the castle, reaching the apartments of the Queen 
who, perceiving the awe and terror which the raging tempest 
had excited in her attendants, though incapable of aught like 
fear herself, had refrained from dismissing them aa usual 
The confusion below seeming to increase with every moment, 
naturally excited her surprise ; and she commanded one of 
her attendants to learn its oause. Already terrified, none 
seemed inclined to obey, till a young girl, high spirited, and 
dauntless almost as IsabeUa herself, departed of her own free 
will, and in a few minutes returned, pale and trembling, 
with the dread intelligence, that Don Ferdinand Morales lay 
murdered ia the hall, and that Arthur Stanley was his 
murderer. 
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laalDella paused not a moment, tliough the shock was ao 
terriWe that for the minute she heoame faiot and sick, and 
hastily quitting her apavtments, she entered the great hall at 
the moment the prisoner was being home from it. ^ Stupefied 
with contending feelings. Ferdinand did not perceive her en- 
trance. The nobles, drawn together in little knots, were 
conversing in low eager tones, or endeavoring to reduce the 
tumultuary soldiery to more order ; and the Queen moved on 
unperoeived, till she stood beside the corpse. She neither 
shrunk from it, nor paled; hut bending over him, murmured 
in a tone,' that from its startling indication of her unexpected 
presence, reached the ear of all — " Hia poor, pom- Marie !" 

The efl'ect was eleetria Until that moment horror and 
Indignation had been the predominant feelin|i but with 
those words came the thought of his young, his Deautiful,his 
treasured wife — the utter, utter. desolation which tEat fearful 
death would bring to her; the contrast between her present 
position, and that in which they had so lately beheld her ; 
a,nd there was scarcely a manly spirit there, that did not feel 
unwonted moisture gather in his eyes, or hb heart swell with 
an emotion never felt before. 

" Now blessings on thy tnie woman's heart, my Isabel !" 
exclaimed the King, tenderly drawing her from the couch of 
the dead, " I dare vouch not one of us, mourning the noble 
dead, has, till now, oast a thought upon the living. And who 
shall breathe these fearful tidings ? Who prepare the un- 
fortunate Marie for the loss awaiting her, and yet tarry to 
behold and soothe her anguish ?" 

" That will I do," replied the Queen, instantly. " None 
else will prepare her ao gently, so kindly; for none knew her 
husband's worth so well, or can mourn his loss more deeply. 
She shall oome hither. And the murderer," she continued 
after a brief pause, and the change was almost startling from 
the tender sympathy of the Woman to the indignant majesty 
of the Queen — " Ferdinand, have they told me true as to his 
person — is he secured?" 

"Ay," answered the King, briefly and bitterly: and from 
respect to his feelings, Isabella asked no more. Orders were 
issued for the body to he laid in one of the state apartments j-- 
a guard to be stationed at the entrance of the chamber, and 
measures taken to keep the events of that fital night pr* 
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foufldly secret, lest confasion should be aroused in the easily 
excited poi^ulace, or her terrible loss too rudely reach the 
ears of the most painfully bereaved. These orders wore 
punctually obeyed. 



CHAPTER XV. 

" Tet again methinba 
Some unknown sorrow, ripe in Future's womb, 
la coming towards me ; and my inward aoui 
With nothing trembles. At something it grieves 
More than the parting with my lord." 

SHiKSFBAHE. 

LoK(f did Marie Morales linger where her husband had leS 
Ijer after bis strangely passionate farewell. His tone, his 
look, bis embrace haunted her almost to pain — all were so 
unlike bia wonted calmness : her full heart so yearned to- 
wards him that she would have given worlds, if she bad had 
them, to call bim to her side once more — to conjure him again 
to forgive and assure her of his continued trust — to tell him 
she was bappy, and asked no other love than his. Why had 
be left her so early? when she felt as if sbe bad so much to 
say — so much to confide. And then her eye caught the 
same ominous cloud which bad so strangely riveted Don Fer- 
dinand's gaze, and a sensation of awe stole over her, retain- 
ing her by the easement as by some spell which she vainly 
strove to resist; until the forked lightnings began to illu- 
mine the murky gloom, and tho thunder rolled awfully along. 
Determined not to give way to the heavy depression creeping 
over her, Marie summoned her attendants, and strenuously 
sought to keep up an animated conversation as they worked. 
Not expecting to see her husband till the ensuing morning, 
she retired to rest at the first partial lull of the storm, and 
slept calmly for many hours. A morning of transcendent 
loveliness followed the awful horrors of tho night The aan 
seemed higher in the heavens than usual, when Marie started 
from a profound sleep, with a vague sensation that something 
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terrible had occurred ; every pulse was throbbing, though 
her heart felt stagnant within her. I'or some minutes she 
could not frame a distinct thought, and then her husband'a 
fond farewell flashed back ■ hut what had that to do with 
gloom? Einging 1 ttl ! bell beside her, Manuella 
answered the sa m d M rie anxiously inciuired for 

Don Ferdinand. II d h n t y t returned? A sensation 
of sickness — the d dly k f indefinable dread — seem- 

ed to stupefy ey y f Ity Manuella answered in the 
negative, adding, t w m h b jond his usual hour. 

" Send to th tl , d quire if aught has detained 
him," she esclaimed ; hastily rising as she spoke, and com- 
mencing a rapid toilet. She was scarcely attired before Al- 
berie, with a pale cheek and voice of alarm, brought informal 
tion that a messenger and litter from the palace were in the 
court, bringing the Queen's mandate for the instant attend- 
ance of Donna Marie, 

" Oh I lady, dearest lady, let me go with thee," continued 
the boy, suddenly clasping her robe and bursting into tears, 
"My master — my good, noble roaster— something horrible 
has occurred, and they will not tell me what. Every face I 
* see is full of horror — every voice seems suppressed — every — " 

"Hush I" angrily interposed Manuella, as she beheld 
Marie's very lips lose their glowing tint, and her eyes gaze 
on vacancy. " For Gfod's sake, still thine impudent tongue ; 
thou'lt kill her with thy rashness." 

"Kill I who is killed?" gasped Marie. "What did he 
say? Where is mj husband?" 

" Detained at the palace, dearest lady," readily answered 
Manuella. " This foolish boy is terrified at shadows. My 
lord is detained, and her G^race has sent a litter req^uiring 
thine attendance. We must haste, for she wills no delay. 
Cailotta, my hidy'a mantilla ; quick, girl I Alberic, go if 
thou wilt : my Lord may oe glad of thee I Ay, go," she con- 
tinued some little time afterwards, as her rapid movements 
speedily placed her passive, almost senseless mistress, in the 
litter j and she caught hold of the page's hand with a sud- 
den charge of tone, "go ; and return speedily, in mercy, Al- 
beric. Some horror is impending; better know it than this 
terrible suspense " 

Kuw long an interval elapsed ere she stood in Isabella's 
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preseaoe, Marie knew not. The most incongruons thoughts 
floated, one after anotlior, through her bewildered brain — 
moat vivid amongst them all, hers and her husband's fatal 
secret: had it transpired? Was he sentenced, and she thus 
summoned to share his fate? And then, when partially 
relieved by the thought, that suck.a discovery had never 
taken piaoe in Spanish annals — why should she dread an 
impossibility? — flashed baok, clear, ringing, as if that mo- 
ment spoken, Stanley's fatal threat ; and. the cold shudder- 
ing of every limb betrayed the aggravated agony of the 
thought. With her husband she could speak of Arthur 
calmly ; to herself she would not even think, his name : not 
merely lest he should uuwittingly deceive again, but that the 
reoolleotion of his suffering — and oaused by her— ever cre- 
ated anew, thoughts and feelings which she had vowed unto 
herself to bury,' and for ever. 

Grloom was on every fece she encountered in the castle. 
The very soldiers, as they saluted her as the wife of their 
general, appeared to gaze upon her with rude, yet earnest 
commiseration ; but neither word nor rumor reached her ear. 
Several times she essayed to ask of her husband, but the 
words died in a soundless quiver on her lip. Yet if it were 
what she dreaded, that Stanley had fulfiUed his threat, and 
they had fought, and one had fallen — why was she thus sum- 
moned 1 And had not Morales resolved to avoid him ; for her 
sake not to avonge Arthur's insulting words ? And again 
the thought of their fatal secret obtained ascendency. Five 
minutes more, and she Stood alone in the presence of her 
Sovereign. 

It was told ; and with such deep sympathy, so gently, so 
cautiously, that all of rude and stunning shock was averted ; 
but, alas ! who could breathe of consolation at such a moment? 
Isabella did not attempt it ; but permitted the burst of agony 
full vent. She had so completely merged all of dignity, all 
of the, Sovereign into the woman and the friend, that Marie 
neither felt nor exercised restraint j and words mingled with 
her broken sobs and wild lament, utterly incomprehensible 
to the noble heart that heard. The awful nature of Don 
Ferdinand's death, Isabella had still in some measure con- 
cealed j but it seemed as if Marie had strangely connected 
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it with violence and blood, and, in fearful and disjointed 
words, accused herself as its miserable cause. 

"Why did not death come to me?" she reiterated; "why 
take hiai, my husband — my noble husband? Oh, Ferdinand, 
Ferdinand ! to go now, when I have so learnt to love thee I 
now, when I looked to years of faithful devotion to prove how 
whoUj the past was banished— how wholly I was thino alone ! 
to atone for hours of suffering by years of love ! Oh, how 
couldst thou leave me friendless — desolate?" 

" Not friendless, not desolate, whilst Isabella lives," re- 
plied the Queen, painfully affected, and drawing Marie closer 
to her, till her throbbing brow rested on her bosom. " Weep, 
my poor girl, tears must flow for a loss like this ; and long, 
long weeks must pass ere we may hope for resignation ; but 
harrow not, thyself by thoughts of more fearful ill than the 
reality, my child. Do not look on what might be, but what 
has been ; on the comfort, the treasure, thou wert to the be- 
loved one we have lost. How devotedly he loved thee, and 

"And I so treasured, so loved. Oh, gracious Sovereign !" 
And Marie sunk down at her feet, clasping her robe in sup- 

f plication, " Say but I may see bim in life once more ; that 
ifo still lingers, if it be but to tell me onoe more he forgives 
me. Oh, let me but hear his voice; but once, only once, and 
I will be calm — quite calm ; I will try to bear this bitter 
agony. Only let me see him, hear him speak again. Thou 
knowest not, thou canst not know, how my heart yearns for 

" Sec him thou shalt, my poor girl, if it will give tliee 
aughi of comfort ; but hear him, alas ! alas ! my child, would 
that it might be ! Would for Spain and her Sovereign's 
sake, then now much more for thine, that voice could be re- 
caDed ; and life, if but for the briefest space, return ! Alas ! 
the blow was but too well aimed" 

"The blow! what blow? How did he die? Who slew 
him!" gasped Marie; her look of wild and tearless agony 
terrifying Isabella, whose last words had escaped uninten- 
tionally. " Speak, speak, in mercy; let me know the truth?" 

" Hast thou not thyself aliuded to violence, and wrath, 
and hatred, Marie ? Answer me, my child ; didst thou know 
any one, regarding the generous Morales with such ft 
Could there be one to regard him as his foe?" 
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Crouching lower and lower at Isabella's feet, her face half 
buried in her rohe, Mario's reply was scarcely audible ; hut 
the Queen's hrow contracted. 

"None?" she repeated almost sternly; "woitldst thou 
deceive at such a moment? contradict thyself ? And jet I 
am wrong to be thus harsh. Poor sufferer I" she added, 
tenderly, as she vainly tried to raise Marie from the ground ; 
" thou hast all enough to bear ; and if, indeed, the base 
wretch who has dared thus to trample on the laws alike of 
Grod and man, and stain hia own soul with the foul blot of 
midnight assassination, be him whom we have secured, thou 
couldst not know him as thy husband's foe. It is a!i mystery— ' 
thine own words not least ; but his murder shall be avenged. 
Ay, had my own kinsman's been the baud to do the dastard 

"Murder! who was his murderer!" repeated Marie, the 
horror of such a fate apparently lost in other and more 
terrible emotion ; "who could have raised his sword against 
my husband ! Said I he had no foe ? Had he not one, and 
I, oh, God! did not I create that enmity? But he would 
not have murdered him ; oh, no — no : ray liege, my gracious 
liege, tell me in mercy- — -my brain feels reeHng — who was the 
murderer?" 

" One thou hast known but little space, poor sufferer," 
replied the Queen, soothingly; " one whom of ail others we 
could not suspect of such a deed. And even now, though 
appearances are strong against him, wo can scarce believe it ; 
that young foreign favorite of my royal hnaband, Arthur 



" Stanley !" repeated Marie, in a tone so shrill, so pierc- 
ing, that the wild shriek which it formed rung for many and 
many a day in the ears of'the Queen, And as the word pass- 
ed her lips she started to her feet, stood for a second erect, 
gazing madly on her royal miatresB, and then, without on* 
groan or struggle, dropped perfectly lifeless at her feet. 
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CHAPTER SVI. 

Ustl henrye, througli the still and lonely night. 

The dlstot hymn of mournful voices roll 
Sotemu and low 1 It is the bnrial rite ; 

How deep its sadness sinks into the soul, 
As ^ow the passing bell wakes its fiir ling'ring knoll. 

Chahles Swain. 

Spaim has often been regarded as an absolute monarchy ; an 
opinion, no doubt, founded on the absolute measures of her 
later sovereigns. Ferdinand and Isabella certainly laid the 
foundation of the royal prerogative by the firraueas and abi- 
lity with which they decreased the power of the nobles, who, 
uutil their reign, had been like bo many petty sovereigns, 
each with his independent state, and preserving his authority 
by the aword alone. When Ferdinand and Isabella, however, 
united their separate kingdoms under one denomination, 
neither Castile nor Arragon could be considered as an abso- 
lute monarchy. In Castile, tie people, as representatives of 
the cities, had, &om early ages, obtamed aeata in the Cortes, 
and so in some measure balanced the power of the aristocracy. 
The Cortea, aimilar to our housea of parliament, could enaot 
laws, impose tases, and redress grieyanees, often making the 
condition of granting pecuniary aid to the Sovereign, his 
consent to the regulations they had laid down, and refus- 
ing the grant if he demurred. In addition to these pri- 
vileges of the Cortes of Castile, the Junta of Arragon could 
coin money, deolare war, and conclude peace ; and what was 
Btill more remarkable, they could be neither prorogued nor 
dissolved bf their Sovereign without their own consent. 
Alluding to the Castiliana, a few years after the period ol 
our tale, Robertson says — 

"The principles ofliherty seem to have heenbetlernndersfoodhj 
the Ca^tiiians than by any other people in Europe. They had acqnii> 
ed more liberal notions with respect to their own rights and privileges, 
They had formed more bold and generous sentiments concerning gov- 
ernment, and discovered an extent of pohtical knowledge to which 
■ '■■• • — ^-- ">' 1 sntury afterwards," 
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When we compare thia state of things with the misery 
and anarchy pei-vading Castile before the accession of Isa- 
bella, we may have some idea of the influence of her Tigorona 
measures, and personal character, on the happiness and free- 
dom of her subjects. The laws indeed existed before, but 
they wanted the wisdom and moderation of an enlightened 
Sovereign, to give them force and power to act. 

In the kingdom of Arragon, besides the Junta, or National 
Assemblage, there was always a Justizia, or supreme judge, 
whose power, in some respects, was even greater than the 
King's; his person was sacred; he could remove any of the 
royal ministers whom he deemed unworthy of the trust, and 
was himself responsible to none but the Cortes or Junta by 
whom he had been elected. The personal as well as the 
national rights of the Arragoneae, were also more accurately 
defined than was' usual in that age : no native of Arragon 
oould be convicted, imprisoned, or tortured, without fair and 
legal evidence.* 

Such being the customs of the kingdom of Arragon, the 
power of the crown was more limited than Ferdinand's capa- 
cious mind and desire of dominion chose to endure : the 
Cortes, or nobles, there were pre-eminent ; the people, as the 
Sovereign, ciphers, save that the rights of the former were 
more cared for than the authority of the latter. But Ferdi- 
nand was not merely ambitious ; be had ability and energy, 
and so gradually were his plans achieved that he encoun- 
tered neither rebellion nor dislike. The Cortes found that 
he freciuentlj- and boldly transacted business of importance 
without their interference j intrusted ofSoes of state to men 
of inferior rank, but whose abilities were the proof of his dis- 
crrnmenf; took upon himself the office of Justizia and in 
co^uaotion with Kabella, re-established an institution which 
had fallen into disuse through the civil wars, but whioh was 
admirably suited for the internal security of their kingdom 
by the protection of the peasantry and lower classes : it was 
an association of all the cities of Castile and Arragon, known 
as the Samta Hermandad, or Holy Brotherhood, to maintain 
a strong body of troops for the protection of travellers, and 
the seizure of criminals, who were brought before judges 

* See History of Spain, by Jolin Bigland, 
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nominated by the confederated cities, and condemned ao- 
cording to their crime, without any regard to feudal laws. 
Against this institution the nobles of both kingdoms were 
most violently opposed, regarding it as the complete destroyer, 
which ia reality it was, of all their feudal privileges, and 
taking from them the long possessed right of trying their 
own fiefs, and the mischievous facility of concealing their own 
criminals. 

Thus much of history — a digression absolutely necessary 
for the clear elucidation of Ferdinand and Isabella's conduct 
with regard to the events just narrated. The trial of Arthur 
Stanley they had resolved should be conducted with all the 
formula of justice, the more especially that the fact of his 
being a foreigner had prejudiced many minds against him. 
Ferdinand himself intended to preside at the trial, with a 
select number of peers, to assist in the eaaraination, and pro- 
nounce sentence, or confirm the royal mandate, aa he should 
think fit Nor was this an extraordinary resolution. Nei- 
ther the victim, nor the supposed criminal, was of a rank 
which allowed a jury of an inferior grade. Morales had been 
fief to Isabella alone; and on Ferdinand, as Isabella's repre- 
sentative, fell the duty of his avenger. Arthur Stanley own- 
ed no feudal lord in Spain, save, as a matter of courtesy, the 
King, whose arms he bore. He was aeoountable, then, ac- 
cording to the feudal system, which was not yet entirely 
extinct, to Ferdinand alone for his actions, and before him 
rimst plead his innoconoe, or receive sentence for his crime. 
As his feudal lord, or suzerain, Ferdinand might at once have 
condemned him to death; but this summary proceeding was 
effeetually prevented by tlie laws of Arragon and the office 
of the Holy Brotherhood ; and therefore, in compliance with 
their mandates, royal orders were issued that every evidence 
for or against the prisoner should be carefully collected pre- 
paratory to the trial More effectually to do this, the trial 
was postponed from seven to fourteen days after the discov- 
ery of the murder. 

The excitement Which this foul assassination excited in 
Segovia was so extreme, that the nobles were compelled to 
solicit Isabella's personal interference, in quieting the popu- 
lace, and permitting the even course of justice : they had 
thronged in tumultuary masses round the prison where Stan- 
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ley was confined, with wild ahouts and imprecations, demand 
ing tis instant surrender to their rage, mingling groans and 
lamentations witli yells and curses, in the most fearful mod- 
ley. Old Pedro, who had been Arthur's host, anwittingly 
added fuel to the flame, by exulting in his prophecy that eril 
would come of Ferdinand's partiality for the white-faced for- 
eigner; that he had seen it long, but guessed not how terri- 
bly his mutterings would end. By the Queen's permission, 
the chamber of state in which the body lay was thrown tipen 
to the eager citizens, who thronged in such crowds to behold 
the sole remains of one they had well nigh idolized, that the 
guards were compelled to permit the entrance of only a cer- 
tain number every day. Here was neither state nor pomp 
to arrest the attention of the sight-loying populace : nought 
of ro^lty or gorgeous symbols. No ; men came to pay the 
last tribute of admiring love and sorrow to one who had ever, 
noble as he was by birth, made himself one with them, cheer- 
ing their sorrows, sharing their joys ; treating age, howCTer 
poor or lowly, with the reverence springing from the heart, 
inspiring youth to deeds of worth and honor, and by his own 
example, far more elocjuently than by his words, teaching all 
and every age the duties demanded by their country and 
their homes, to their families and themselves. And this man 
was snatched from them, not alone by the ruthless hand of 
death, but by midnight murder. Was it marvel, the very 
grief his loss occasioned should rouse to wildest fury men's 
passions against his murderer? 

It was the evening of the fifth day after the murder, that 
with a degree of splendor and of universal mourning, unri- 
valled before in the interment of any subject, the body of 
Ferdinand Morales was oommitted to the tomb. The King 
himself, divested of all insignia of royalty, bareheaded, aad 
in a long mourning cloak, headed the train of chief mourners, 
which, though they counted no immediate kindred, numbered 
twenty or thirty of the highest nobles, both of Arragon aad 
Castile. The gentlemen, squires, and pages of Morales' own 
household foOowed : and then came on horse and on foot, 
with arms reversed, and lowered heads, the gallant troops 
who had so often followed Morales to victory, and under him 
had so ably aided in placing Isabella on her throne ; an im- 
mense body of citizens, all in mourning, dosed the prooee- 
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Bion. Every shop had been closed, every flag half-masted, 
and every balcony, by which the body passed, hung with 
black. Tho cathedral church waa thronged, and holy and 
thrilling the service which consigned dust to dust, and hid 
for ever from the eyos of bis fellow men, the last decaying 
remains of one BO Tinivorsaliy beloved. The cof&n of ebouy 
and silver, partly open, so as to disclose the face of the corpse, 
aswas customary wifb Catholic burials of those of high or 
priestly rant, and the lower part covered with a superb vel- 
vet paJI, rested before the high altar during the chanted 
service ; at the conclusion of which the cofSa was closed, tho 
lid screwed down, and lowered with slow solemnity into the 
vault beneath. A requiem, chanted by above a hundred of 
the sweetest and richest voices, sounding in thrilling unison 
with the deep bass and swelling notes of the organ, had con- 
cluded the solemn rites, and the procession departed as it 
oame ; but for some days the gloom in the city continued ; 
the realization of the public loss seemed only beginning to 
be fully felt, as escitement subsided. 

Masses for the soul of the Catholic warrior, were of 
course sung for many succeeding days. It was at midnight, 
a very short time after this public interment, that a strange 
group were assembled within the cathedral vaults, at the very 
hour that mass for the departed was being chanted in the 
church above their heads ; it consisted of monks and travel- 
ling friars, accompanied by five or sis of the highest nobility ; 
their persons concealed in coarse mantles and shrouding 
hoods; they had borne with thorn, through the subterranean 

fiassages of the crypt, leading to the vaults, a coffin so exaet- 
y similar in workmanship and insoription to that which con- 
tained the remains of their late companion, that to distin- 
guish tie one from the other was impossible. The real one, 
moved with awe and solemnity, was conveyed to a secret 
recess close to the entrance of tho crypt, and replaced in tho 
vault by the one they had brought with them. As silently, 
as voicelessly as they had entered and done their work, so 
they departed. The following night, at the same hour, tho 
coffin of Morales, over which had been nailed a thick black 
pall, so that neither name, insoription, nor ornament could be 
perceived, was conveyed from Segovia in a covered cart, be- 
longing, it appeared, to the monastery of St. Francis, situated 
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some leagues soTithward, and attended by one or two monka 
aiid friar 8 of the same order. The party proceeded leisure- 
ly, travelling more by night than by day, diminishing gradu- 
^i^ in number till, at the entrance of a broad and desolate 
plain, only four remained with the cart. Over this plain 
they hastened, then wound through a circuitous path oon- 
oealed in prickly brushwood, and paused before a huge, mis- 
shapen orag, seemingly half buried in the earth : in this a 
door, formed of one solid stone, flew baok at their touch ; the 
coffin, taken with reverence from the cart, was borne on their 
shoulders through the dark and narrow passage, and down 
the winding stair, till they stood in safety in the 1 n h 
secret entrance by which they entered, the lock 1 da 
they passed, and was apparently lost in the solid w 11 Th 
or four awaited them—nobles, who had craved 1 f b- 

sence for a brief interval from the court, and wh h d m 
by different paths to the secret retreat {no do bt 1 dy 
recognized by our readers as the Vale of Ced ) to 1 y 
Morales with Lis fathers, with the simple form, y t 1 mn 
service peculiar to the burials of their darkly h dd 
The grave was already dug beside that of Manuel H ci 
the coffin, resting during tho eontinnance of a b f i y 
and psalm in the little temple, was then borne to th u d 
marked out, which, concealed by a thick hedge f yp 
and cedar, lay some little distance from tho tempi f n 
their secret race, it was not permitted for the house destined 
to the worship of the Most High, to bo surrounded by the 
homes of the dead, A slow and solemn hymn accompanied 
the lowering of the coffin ; a prayer in the same unknown 
language ; a brief address, and the grave was filled up ; the 
noble dead left with his kindred, kindred alike in blood as 
faith ; and ere the morning rose, the living had all departed, 
save the few retainers of the house of Henriquez and Mo- 
rales, to whose faithful charge the retreat had been intrusted. 
No proud effigy marked those simple graves ; the monuments 
of the dead were in the hearts of the living. ' But in the ca- 
thedral of Segovia a lordly monument arose to the memory 
of Ferdinand Morales, erected, not. indeed for idle pomp, but 
as a tribute from the gratitude of a Sovereign — and a na- 
tion's love. 
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Angelo. We must not make a scarecrow of the 
Sotting it up to fear tlie birds of prey ; 
And let it keep one shape, till cuatoiu mako it 
Thoic perch, and not their terror. 

EscALDB. Ay, T)ut yet 

let us be keen, and rather cut a little, 
Tlian tsM and bruise to death. 



On the evening preceding tte day appointed for the trial, 
IsabeUa, unattended and unannounced, sought her hushand'a 
private closet ; she found him poring so intently over mapa 
and plans, whict strewed the tables before him, that she spoke 
before he perceived her. 

" Just come when most wished for, dear wife, and royal 
liege," was his courteous address, as he rose and gracefully 
led her to a seat beside his own. . " See how my plans for the 
reduction of these heathen Moors are quietly working ; they 
are divided within themselves, quarrelling more and more 
fiercely. Pedro Pas brings me informatioD that the road to 
Alhama is well nigh defenceless, and therefore the war should 
commence in that quarter. But how is this, love?" he 
added, after speaking of his intended measures at some 
length, and perceiving that they failed to elicit Isabella's in 
terest as usual. " Thy thoughts are not with me this eve- 
ning." 

"With thee, my husband, but not with the Moors," re- 
plied the Queen, faintly smiling. " I confess to a pre-occu- 
pied mind ; but just now my heart is so filled with sorrowing 
sympathy, that I can think but of individuals, not of nations, 
la lie last council, in which the question of this Moorish war 
was agitated, our faithful Morales was the most eloquent. 
His impassioned oratory so haunted me, as your Graee spoke, 
that I can suarcety now believe it hushed for ever, save for 
the too painful witness of its truth." 

" His lovely wife thou meanest, Isabel ? Poor girl 1 How 
feres she V 

" As she has boon since that long faint, which even I be- 
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lievod waa death; pale, tearless, silent Even the seeing 
of her husbaod's hody, which I permitted, hoping the sight 
would break that niarblo ealm, has had no effect, save to in- 
crease, if possible, the rigidity of suffering. It is for her 
my present errand." 

" For her I" replied the King, surprised. " What can I 
do for her, apart from thee?" 

" I will answer the question by another, Ferdinand. Is 
it true that she must appear as evidence against the murderer 
in to-morrow's trial?" 

" Isabella, this must be," answered the King, earnestly. 
" There seems to me no alternative ; and yet surely this can- 
not be so repugnant to her feelings. Would it not be more 
injustice, both to her, and to the dead, to withhold any evi- 
dence liiely to assist in the discovery of the murderer?" 

"But why lay so much stress on her appearance? Is 
there not suf&cient evidence without her 1" 



," replied the 
Garcia quite 
But I like 



" Not to satisfy n 
King, " I have heard indeed from Don Luis 
enough, if it be trite evidence, to condemn bin . . . . 
not this Garcia ; it is useless now to examine wherefore, 
doubt him so much, that I would not, if possible, lay any 
stress upon his words. He has declared on oath that he saw 
Stanley draw his sword upon Morales, proclaim aloud his un- 
dying hatred, and swear that he would take his life or lose 
bis own ; but that, if I were not satisfied with this assur- 
ance, Donna Marie herself had been present, had seen and 
heard all, and could do doubt give a very efficient reason, ia 
her own beautiful person, for Stanley's hatred to her husband, 
as such matters were but too common in Spain. I checked 
him with a stern rebuke ; for if ever there were a double- 
meaning hypocrite, this Don Luis is one. Besides, I cannot 
penetrate how he came to be present at this stormy inter- 
view. He has evaded, be thirdis successfully, my questions 
on this head; but L^ as I believe, it was dishonorably obtained, 
I am the less inclined to trust either him or his intelligence. 
If Marie were indeed present, which he insists she was, her 
testimony is the most important of any. If she confirm Don 
Luis's statement, give the same account of the interview be- 
tween her husband and Stanley, and a reason for this sud- 
denly proeliumed enmity ; if she swear that he did utter 
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such threatening words, I will neither hope nor try to sa^o 
him j he is guilty, and must die. But if she deny that he 
thus spoke; if she declares on oath that she knew of no 
cause for, nor of the existence of any enmity, I care not for 
other proofs, glaring though they be. Accident or some 
atrocious design against him, as an envied foreigner, may 
have thrown them together. Let Marie swear that this Gar- 
cia has spoken falsely, and Stanley ahall live, were my whole 
kingdom to implore his death. In Donna Marie's evidence 
there can be no deceit; she can have no wish that Stanley 
should he saved; as her husband's supposed murderer, he 
must he an object of horror and bathing. Still silent Isa- 
bel? Is not her evidence required?" 

" It is indeed. And yet I feel that, to demand it, will 
but increase the trial already hers." 

"As how?" inquired the King, somewhat astonished. 
"Surely thou canst not mean — " 

" I mean nothing ; I know nothing," interrupted Isabella 
hastily. " I can give your Grace no reason, save my own 
feelings. Is there no way to prevent this public exposure, 
and yet serve the purpose equally?" 

Ferdinand mused, " I can think of none," he said. " Does 
Marie know of this summons ? and has her anguish sent 
thee hither? Or is it merely the pleadings of thine own 
heajt, my Isabel?" 

" She does not know it. The summons appeared to me 
so strange and needless, I would not let her be informed till 
I had sought thee." 

" But thou seest it is not needless I" answered the King 
anxiously, for in the moat trifling matter he ever sought bar 
aequiesoonce. 

" Needless it is not, my liege. The life of the young 
foreigner, who has thrown himseLf so confidingly on our pro- 
tection and friendship, must not be sacrificed without most 
convincing proofs of his guilt, Marie's evidence ia indeed 
important; but would not your G-race's purpose be equally 
attained, if that evidence be given to me, her native Sove- 
reign, in private, without the dread formula which, if sum- 
moned before a court of justice, may have fatal effects on a 
mind and frame already so severely tried ? In my preseaea 
alone the necessary evidence may be given with equal solem- 
nity, and with less pain to the poor sufferer herself" 
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King Ferdinand again paused in thougit, "But tor 
worda must be on oath, Isabel. "VVbo will administer that 
oath?" 

" Father Francis, if required. But it will surely be 
enougk if she swear the truth, to me. She cannot deceive 
me, oven if she were so inolined. I can mark a quivering 
lip or changing color, which others might pass unnoticed," 

" But how will this secret examination satisfy the friends 
of the murdered 'I" again urged the cautious King. " How 
will they be satisfied, if I acquit Stanley from Donna Ma- 
rie's evidence, and that evidence be kept from them?" 

"Is not the word of their Sovereign enough? If Isa- 
bella say so it is, what noble of Castile would disgrace him- 
self or her by a doubt as to its truth?" replied the Queen 
proudly. " Let mo clearly understand all your Grace re- 
quires, and leave the rest to me. If Marie corroborates 
Garcia's words, why, on his evidence sentence may be pro- 
nounced without her appearance in it at all ; but if she deny 
in the smallest tittle his report, in my presence they shall 
confront each other, and fear not the truth shall be elicited, 
and, if possible, Stanley saved. I may be deceived, and 
Marie not refuse to appear as witness against him ; if so, 
there needs not my interference. I would but spare her in- 
crease of pain, and bid her desolate heart cling to me as her 
mother and her friend. When my subjects look upon me 
thus, my husband, then, and then only is Isabella what sba 
would be." 

" Aud do they not already thus regard tboe, my own Isa 
bel?" replied the King, gazing with actual rt'verence upon 
her ; " and as such, will future ages reverence thy name. 
Be it as thou wilt. Let Marie's own feelings decide the 
question. She must take part in this trial, either in publio 
or. private ; she must speak on oath, for life and death hang 
on her words, and her decision must be speedy. It is sun- 
set now, and ere to-morrow's noon she must have spoken, or 
be prepared to appear," 

Ere Queen Isabella reached her own apartments her plan 
was formed. JJon Luis's tale had confirmed her suspicions 
as to the double cause of Marie's wretchedness ; she had 
herself administered to her while in that dead faint— -herself 
bent over her, lest the first words of returning ci 
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should betraj' augbt which the sufferer might wish concealed ; 
but her care had been needless: no word passed those 
parched and ashy lips. The frame, indeed, for some days 
was powerless, and she acceded eagerly to Isabella's earnest 
proffer (for it was not command) to send for her attendants, 
and oecapy a suite of rooms in the castle, close to her royal 
mistress, in preference to returning to her own home ; from 
which, in its desolate grandeur, she shrunk almost in loath- 
ing. 

For seven days after hor loss she had not quitted her 
apartment, seen only by the Queen and her own woman ; 
but after that interval, at Isabella's gently expressed wish, 
she joined her, in her private hours, amongst her most fa- 
vored attendants ; called upon indeed for nothing save hor 
Eresence! And little did her preoccupied mind imagine 
ow tenderly bhe was watched, and with what kindly sympa 
thy her nnespreased thoughts were read 

On the evening in (^ue^tion, Isibolla was seated, as was 
her frequent custom, m a spacious chamber sunonnded by 
her female attendants, with whom she was familiirly con- 
versing, making them friends as well as subjects, jet so uni- 
ting dignity with kindness, that her favoi was tar more val 
ned and eagerly sought than had there been no superiority; 
yet, still it was more for her perfect womanhood than her 
rank that she was so reverenced, so loved. At the farther 
end of the spacious chamber were several young girls, 
daughters of the nobles of Castile and Arragon, whom Isa^ 
bella's maternal care for her subjects had collected around 
her, that their education might be carried on under her own 
eye, and so create for the future nobles of her country, wives 
and mothers ai^er her own exalted stamp. They were al- 
ways encouraged to converse freely and gayly among'st each 
other; for thus she learned their several characters, and 
guided them accordingly. There was neither restraint nor 
heaviness in her presence ; for by a word, a smile, she could 
prove her interest in their simple pleasures, her sympathy 
in their eager youth. 

Apart from all, but nearest Isabella, silent and pale, 
shrouded in the sable robes of widowhood — that painful garb 
which, in its voiceless eloquence of desolation, ever calls for 
tears, more especially when it shrouds the young ; her beau- 
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tiful hair, save two ttick braids, concealed under tlie liner 
coif — sat Marie, loyeiy indeed still, but looking like one 



An embroidery frame was before her, but the flowers grew 
but slowly beneath her hand. About an hour after Isabella 
had joined her attendants, a light signal was heard at the 
tapestried door of the apartment. The Queen was then sit- 
ting in a posture of deep meditation ; but she looked up, as 
a young girl answered the sajnmona, and then turned to- 
wards her Sovereign. 

" Well, Catherine V 

"Bojal madam, a page, from his Graee the King, craves 
speech of Donna Marie." 

" Admit him then," 

The boy entered, and with a low reverence advanced 
towards Marie. She looked up in his face bewildered — a 
bewilderment which Isabella perceived changed to a strong 
expression of mental torture, ere he ceased to speak. 

" Ferdinand, King of Arragon and Castile," he said, 
"sends, with all courtesy, his royal greeting to Donna Marie 
Henric[iiez Morales, and forthwith commands her attendance 
at the solemn trial which is held to-morrow's noon ; by her 
evidence to confirm oi refute the charge brought against the 
person of Arthur Stanley, as being and having been the ac- 
knowledged enemy of the deceased Don Ferdinand Morales 
(God assoilize his soull) and as having uttered words of 
murderous import in her bearing. Resolved, to the utmost 
of his power, to do justice to ^e living as to avenge tho 
dead, his royal highness is compelled thus to demand the 
testimony of Donna Marie, as she alone can confirm or refute 
this heavy and most solemn charge." 

There was no answer ; but it seemed as if the messenger 
required none — imagining the royal command all sufficient 
for obedience — for he bowed respectfully as he concluded, 
and withdrew. Marie gazed after him, and her lip quivered 
as if she would have spoken — would have recalled him ; but 
no word came, and she drooped her head on her hands, 
pressing her slender fingers strongly on her brow, as thus to 
Wing back connected thought once more, What had he 
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BaiiJ? She must appear against Stanley— she must speak Lis 
doom 1 Why did those fatal words which must eondema 
him, ring in hor ears, aa only that moment spoken^ Her 
embroidery foil from her lap, and there was no movement to 
replace it. How long she thus sat she knew not ; but, 
roused by the Queen's voice uttering her namo, she started 
and looked round her. She was alone with Isabella; who 
was gazmg on her with such unfeigned commiseration, that, 
unable to resist the impulse, she darted forwards, and sink- 
ing at her feet, implored — 

" Oh, madam — gracious madam ! in mercy spare ma 
this [" ■ ^ 

The Queen drew her tenderly to her, and said, with evi- 
dent emotion — 

1 What am I to spare thee, my poor ohild ? Surely thou 
woTildst not withhold aught that can convict thy husband'a 
murderer 7 Thou wouldst not in mistaken mercy elude for 
, hun the justice of the law V 

" No— no," murmured Marie ; " let the murderer die ; but 
not Stanley ( Oh, no— no ; he would not lift his hand 
a^inst my husband. Who says he slew him ? Why do 
they attach so foul a crime to his unshadowed name 1 Let 
the murderer die ; hut it is not Arthur : I know it is not. 
Oh, do not slay him too V 

Marie knew not the wild entreaty breathing in her 
words : but the almost severely penetrating gaae which Isa- 
bella had flsed upon her, recalled her to herself; a crimson 
flush mounted to cheek and brow, and, burying her face in 
the Queen's robe, she continued less wildly — 

"Oh, madam, bear with me ; I know not what I ssy. 
ihmk I am mad ; but oh, in mercy, ask me no question. Am 
i not mad, to ask thee to sparer-spare- him they call my 
husband'a murderer ? Let him die," and the wild tone re- 
turned, " if he indeed could strike the blow ; but oh, lot not 
my lips pronounce his death-doom ! Gracious Sovereign do 
not look upon me thus— I cannot bear that gaae." 

" Fear me not, poor sufferer," replied Isabella, mildly ■ 
■ I will ask no question— demand nought that will give thee 
pain to answer — save that which justice compels me to re- 
quire. That there is a double cause for all this wretohedness," 
1 cannot but perceive, and that I suspect its cause I may not 
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deny ; but guilty I will not believe thee, till thine own 
words or deeds proclaim it. Look up then, my poor child, 
unshrinkingly j I am no dread Sovereifn to thee painful as 
is the trial to which I fear I m t Ij t th Th re are 
charges brought against youn & 1 y t tbn their 
nature, that, much as we dist nth J t f rbida 

our passing them unnoticed On thy t t t m y his 
Grace the King relies to conh n f t th m Thy evi- 

dence must convict or save h m 

" My evidence 1" repeated M Wh t n th y aab 

of me of such weight 3 Save him ," she added, a sudden 
gleam of hope irradiating her pallid face, like a sunbeam 
upon snow ? " Did your Grace say I could save him ? Oh, 
speak, in mercy !" 

" Calm this emotion then, Marie, and thou shalt know ali 
It was for this I called thee hither. Sit thee on the settle 
at my feet, and listen to me patiently, if thou canst 'Tis a 
harsh word to use to grief such as thine, my child," she 
added, caressingly, as she laid her hand on Marie's drooping 
head; "and I fear will ouly nerve thee for a still harsher 
trial. Believe me, I would have spared thee if I could ; but 
all I oan do is to bid thee choose the leaser of the two evils, 
Mark me well : for the Sovereign of the murdered, the judge 
of the murderer, alike speak through me." And clearly and 
forcibly she narrated all, with which our readers are already 
aequaiuted, through her interview with the King. She 
spoke very slowly, as if to give Marie time to weigh well each 
seutenoe. She could not see her countenance ; nay, she pur- 
posely refrained from looking at her, lest she ahould increase 
the suffei-ing she was so unwillingly inflicting. For some 
minutes she paused as she concluded ; then, as neither word 
nor sound escaped from Marie, she said, with emphatic earn- 
estness — " If it will be a lesser trial to give thine evidence on 
oath to thy Queen alone, we are here to' receive it. Our 
royal husband — our loyaJ subjects — will be satisfied with 
Isabella's report. Thy words will be as aaered — thy oath as 
valid — as if thy testimony were received in public, thy oath 
administered by one of the holy fathers, with all the dread 
formula of the church. We have repeated all to which thy 
auswera will be demanded ; it remains for thee to decide 
whether thou wilt speak before his Grace the King and hia 
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asaembled junta, or here and now before thy native Sove- 
reign. Pause ere thou dost auswer— there is time enough." 

For a brief interval there was silenoe. The kind heart of 
the Queen throbbed painfuUy, sp completely had her sympa- 
thy identified ber with the beautiful being, who had so irre- 
sistibly claimed her cherishing love. But ore she had had 
time to satisfy herself as to the issue of the struggle so 
siientlyj yet so fearfuUy at work in her companion, Marie 
had ansen, and with dignity and fearlessness, strangely at 
variance with the wild agony of her words and manner before, 
stood erect before her Sovereign ; and when she spoke, her 
■ voice was calm and firm. 

" Queen of Spain !" she said. " My kind, gracious Sov- 
ereign ) Would that words could speak one-half the love, 
the devotion, all thy goodness has inspired ; but they seem 
frozen, all frozen now, and it may be that I may never even 
prove them — that it will be my desolate fate, to seem less and 
leas worthy of an affection I value more than life, Koyal 
madam! I will appear at to-morrow's trial! Your Grace is 
startled ; deeming it a resolve as strange as contradictory. 
Ask not the wherefore, gracious Sovereiga: it is fised unal- 
terably. I will obey his Grace's summons. Its unexpected 
suddenness startled me at first ; but it is over. Oh, madam," 
she continued— tone, look, and manner becoming again those 
of the agitated suppliant, and she sunk once more at Isabella's 
feet : " In my wild agony I have forgotten the respect and 
deference due from a subject to ber Sovereign ; I have 
poured forth my misery, seemingly as regardless of kindness, 
as insensible to the wide distance between us. Oh, forgive 
mo, my grajiious Sovereign ; and in token of thy pardon, 
grant me but one boon !" 

" Nought have I to forgive, my suffering child," replied 
the Queen, powerfully affected, and passing her arm ca- 
ressingly round her kneeling favorite; "what is rank — 
sovereignty itself— in hours of sorrow ? If I were so tena- 
cious of dignity as thou fearest, I should have shrunk from 
that awful presence — affliction from a Father's hand-— in 
which his children are all equals, Mario. And as for thy 
boon : be it what it may, I grant it." 

"Thousayest so now, my liege; but when the hour to 
grant it comes, every feeling will revolt against it; even thine, 
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ray Sovereign, kind, generous, as thou art. Oh, Madam, thou 
wilt hear a strange tale to-morrow— one so fraught with mja- 
tery and marvel, tliou wilt refuse to believe; but when the 
trial of ti>-morrow is past, tbca think on what I say now : 
what thou hearest will be tkue— true as there ia a heaven 
above us j I swear it I Do not look upon me thus, my Sover- 
eign : I am not mad — oh, would that I were I Dark, meaning- 
less as my words seem now, to-morrow they will he distinct 
and clear enough. And then — then, if thou hast ever loved 
me, oh, grant the boon I implore thee now: whatever thou 
mayest hear, do not condemn me — do not cast me wholly from 
thee. More than over shall I need thy protecting care. Oh, 
my Sovereign— thou who hast taught me so to love thee, in 
pity love me still !" 

" Strange wayward being," said laabclb, gazing doubtmg- 
ly on the imploring face upturned to hers ; " towards other 
than thyself such mystery would banish love for ever ; but I 
will not doubt thee. Dariily as thou speakest, still I grant 
the boon. What can I hoar of thee, to oast thee from mo V 

" Thou wilt hear of deceit, my liege," replied Marie, very 
slowly, and her eyes fell beneath the Queen's gaze ; " thou wilt 
hear of long years of deceit and fraud, and many — many 
- tongues will speak tlielr scorn and condemnation. Then wilt 
thou grant it— then?" 

" Even then," replied Isabella fearlessly ; " an thou speak- 
est truth at last, deceit itself I will forgive. But thou att 
overwrought and anxious, and so layest more stress on some 
trivial fault than even I would demand. Go to thv own cham- 
ber now, and in prayer and meditation gain strength for to-mor- 
row's trial Whatever I may hear, so it be not meditated and 
unrepented guilt, (which I know it cannot be,) I willforgive, 
and love thee still The holy saints bless and keep thee, my 
fair child I" 

And as Marie bent to salute the kind hand extended to 
her, Isabella drew her towards her, and fondly kissed her 
cheek. The unexpected caress, or some other secret feeling, 
subdued the overwrought energy at once ; and for the first time 
since her husband's death, Marie burst into natural tears. 
But her purpose changed not ; though Isabella's gentle and 
affectionate soothing rendered it tenfold more painful to 
accomplish. 
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— Tliese aessioTis, to our great grief, we i. 
Even puishes 'gainst our heart. 
, , Let us be cleared 
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great an excitement ; not only in Segovia itself, but "tke towns 
and Tillages, many miles round, sent eager citizens and rustio 
countrymen to learn tJie issue, and report it speedily to those 
compelled to stay at homo. The universal mourning for 
Morales was one cause of the popular excitement; and the 
enpposition of tho young foreigner being his murderer ano- 
ther. 

Tho hal] of the castle was crowded at a very early hour 
Isabella haying signified not only permission, but her wisij 
that as many of her citizen subjects as space would admit 
should be present, to witness the faithful course of justice. 
Nearest to the seat destined for the King, at the upper end 
ot the hall, were ranged several fathers from an adjoiniuff 
convent of Franciscans, by whom a special service had been 
impressively performed that morning in the cathedral, in 
which all who had been summoned to preside at the trial had 
solemnly joined. 

The Monhs of St. Francis were celebrated alike for their 
sterling piety, great learning, and general benevolence. Their 
tault, if such it could be termed in a holy Catholio commu- 
nity, was their rigid exolusiveneas regarding religion ■ their 
uncompromising and strict love for, and adherence to, their 
own creed ; and stern abhorrence towards, and violent perse- 
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cution of. all who in the slightest decree departed from it, or 
failed to 'pay it the reapeot and obedience wliioh they believed 
it demanded. At their head was their Sub-Prior, a charaeter 
whose iniuence on the after poaitioa of Spain was so great, 
that we may not pass it by, without more notice than our tale 
Itself perhaps would demand. To the world, as to his brethren 
and superiors, in the monastery, a stern unbending spirit, a 
rigid austerity, and unchanging seyerity of mental and phy- 
sical discipline, characterized his whole bearing and daily 
conduct. Yet, his severity proceeded not from tho supersti- 
tion and bigotry of a weak mind or misanthropic feeling. 
Though his whole time and thoughts appeared devoted to the 
interest of his monastery, and thence to relieving nnd guiding 
the poor, and curbing and decreasing the intemperate follies 
and licentious conduct of the laymen, in its immediate neigh- 
borhood; yet his extraordinary knowledge, not merely of 
hnnian nature, hut of the world at large— hia profound and 
extensive genius, which, in after years was displayed, m the 
proaecntion of such vast schemes for Spain's advancement, 
that they riveted the attention of all l-urope upon him— , 
naturally won him the respect and consideration of Ferdi- 
nand and Isabella, whose acute penetration easily traced the 
natural man, even through the thick veil of monkish austerity. 
They cherished and honored him, little thinking that, had it 
not been for him, Spain would have sunk at their death, into 
the same abyss of anarchy and misery, from which their 
vigorous measures had so lately roused, and, as they hoped, 
BO effectually guarded, her. 

When Torquemada, Isabella's confessor, was absent trr-m 
court, which not unfrequently happened, for his capacious 
mind was never at peace unless actively employed — Father 
Francis, though but the Sub-Prior of a Franciscan monas- 
tery, always took his place, and frequently were both sover- 
eigns guided by his privately asked and frankly given opin- 
ions, not only on secular affairs, but on matters of state, and 
even of war. With such a character for his Sub- Prior, the 
lordly Abbot of tho Franciscans was indeed but a nominal 
dignitary, quite contented to enjoy all the indulgences and 
corpore^ luxuries, permitted, or perhaps winked at, from his 
guperior rank, and leaving to Father Francis every active 
duty ; gladly, therefore, he deputed on him the office of bead- 
ing the Monks that day summoned to attend King Ferdinand, 
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Not any sign of tbe benevolence and goodness — in reality 
the oliaraoteristioa of ttis estraordinary man — was visible on 
bis countenance as be sat, Tbe very boldest and baugbtiest 
of ibe ari'stooracy involuntarily perhips yet irresistibly ac 
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and aid, no totms of justice, even though luled and guided 
by royalty itself, were considered valid or complete. A 
semicircle was thus formed, the centre of which was the 
King's seat ; and opposite to him, in the hollow, as it were 
of the crescent, a spaee left for the prisoner, aoousers, and 
witnesses. Soldiers lined the hall; a treble guard being 
drawn up at the base of the semicircle, and extending in a 
wide line right and left, behind the spot destined for the 
prisoner. There was still a large spaee left, and this was so 
thronged with citizens, that it presented the appeaiance of a 
dense mass of human heads, every face turned m one direc 
tion, and expressive in various ways of but one excitement, 
one emotion. 

There was not a smile on either of the stern countenance? 
within the hall. As the shook and horror of Don Ferdinand's 
fate in some measure subsided, not only the nobleo, but the 
soldiers themselves, began to recall the supposed murderer 
in the many fields of honorable warfare, the many positions 
of mighty and cbivalric bearing in which they had hitherto 
seen the young Englishman play so distinguished a part; 
and doubts began to arise as to the possibility of so great a 
change, and in so short a time. To meet even a supposed 
enemy in fair field, and with an equality of weapons, was the 
custom of the day; such, therefore, between Stanley and 
Morales, might have excited marvel as to the muse, but not 
as to the act. But murder ! ft waa so wholly incompatible 
with even the very lowest principles of chivalry (except when 



Healed byGoogIc 



128 THE VALE OP cedars; 

the anfortTmate victim was of too low a rank to be removed 
hy any pttec means), that when they recalled the gallantry, 
the frankness of speech and deed, the careless buoyancy, the 
quickly subdued passion, and easily accorded forgiveness of 
injury, which had ever before characterized young Stanley, 
they could not believe his guilt : but then came the recollec- 
tion of the startling proofs against him, and such belief was 
almost involuntarily suspended. There was not a movement 
in that immense concourse of human beinga, not a word 
spoken one to the other, not a murmur even of impatience 
for the appearance of the King. All was ao still, so mute, 
that, had it not been for the varied play of countenances, 
any stranger suddenly placed within the circle might have 
imagined himself in an assemblage of statues, 

Preoiseiy at noon, the folding-doors at the upper end of 
the hall were thrown widely but noiselessly back, and King 
Ferdinand, attended by a few pages and gentlemen, slowly 
entered, and taking his seat, gazed a fall minute, inijuiringly 
and penetratingly around him, and then resting his head on 
his hand, remained plunged in earnest meditation some 
moments before he spoke. 

It was a strange sight — tho noiseless, yet universal rising 
of the assemblage in honor to their Sovereign, changing their 
position as by one simultaneous movement. Many an eye 
turned towards him to read on his countenance the prisoner's 
doom ; but its calm, almost stern expression, baffled the most 
penetrating gaze. Some minutes passed ere Ferdinand, rous- 
ing himself from his abstraction, waved his hand, and every 
scat was instantaneously resumed, and so profound was the 
silence, that every syllable the Monarch spoke, though his 
voioe was not raised one note above his usual pitch, was 
heard by every member of those immense crowds, as indivi- 
dually addressing each. 

" My Lords and holy Fathers, and ye Associated Breth- 
ren," he said, "the cause of your present assemblage needs 
no repetition. Had the murdered and the supposed murderer 
been other than they are, we should have left the course of 
justice in the hands of those appointed to administer it, and 
interfered not ourselves save to confirm or annul the sentence 
they should pronounce. As the case stands, we are deputed 
by our illustrious Consort and sister Sovereign, Isabella of 
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Castile, to represent tier as Suzerain of the deeeaspd {whom 
the saints assoilijie), and so ourselves guide tho proceedings 
of justice on his murderer. Our prerogative as Suzerain 
and Liege would permit us to ooEdemn to death at once ; 
but in this instance, luj Lords and holy Fathers, we eonfeas 
ourselves unwilling and incapable of pronouncing judgment 
solely on our own responsibility. The aoouacd is & friendless 
foreigner, to whom we have been enabled to show some kind- 
ness, and therefore one towards whom we cannot feel iudiffer- 
ence: he has, moreover, done us such good service both in 
Spain and Sicily, that even the grave charge brought against 
him now, cannot blot out the memories of the past. We find 
it difficult to believe that a young, high-spirited, honorable 
warrior, in whoso heart every ohivalric feeling appeared to 
beat, could become, under any temptation, under any impulse, 
that base and loathsome coward — a midnight murderer ! On 
your counsels, then, we implicitly depend: examine, impar- 
tially and deliberately, the proofs for and against, which will 
be laid before you. But let one truth be ever present, lest 
justice herself be but a cover for prejudice and hate. Let 
not Europe have cause to say, that he who, flying from the 
enemies and tyrants of his own land, took refuge on the 
hearths of our people, secure there of kindness and protec- 
tion, has found them not. Were it a countryman we were 
about to judge, this charge were needless; justice and mercy 
would, if it were possible, go hand in hand. Tho foreigner, 
who has voluntarily assumed the name and service of a son 
of Spain, demands yet more at our hands. My Lords and 
holy Fathers, and ye Associated Brethren, remember this 
important truth, and act accordingly ; but if, on a strict, un- 
prejudiced examination of the evidence against the prisoner, 
ye pronounce him guilty, be it bo ; the scripture saith, 
' blood must flow for blood !' " 

A universal murmur of assent filled tho hall as tha 
King ceased : his words had thrilled reprovingly on many 
there present, particularly amongst the populace, who felt, 
even as the Monarch spoke, the real cause of their violent 
wrath against the murderer. Ere, however, they had time 
to analyze why the violent abhorrence of Stanley should be 
BO calmed merely at the King's words, the command, "Bring 
forth the prisoner !" occasioned an intensity of interest and 
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eager moveiiieiit of the numerous teads towards the base of 
the hall, banishing every calmer thought. The treble line of 
"joldicra, forming the base of the crescent, divided in the 
centre, and wheeling backwards, formed two files of dense 
thickness, leaving a lane between them throngh which the 
prisoner and his guards were discerned advancing to the 
place assigned. He was still heavily fettered, and his dress, 
which he had not been permitted to change, covered with 
dark, lurid stains, hung so loosely upon him, that his attenu- 
ated form bore witness, even aa the white cheek and haggard 
eyo, to the intonso mental torture of the last fortnight. 
Mis fair hair lay damp and matted on his pale forehead ; 
but still there was that in his whole bearing which, while it 
breathed of suffering, contradicted every thought of guilt, 
He looked round him steadily and calmly, lowered his head 
a moment in respectful deference to the King, and instantly 
resumed the lofty carriage which suffering itself seemed in- 
adequate to bend. King Ferdinand fixed his eyes upon him 
with an expression before which the hardiest guilt must for 
the moment have quailed ; but not a muscle of the prisoner's 
countenance moved, and Ferdinand proceeded to address him 
gravely, yet feelingly. 

"Arthur Stanley," he said, "we have heard from Don 
Felix d'Estaban that you have refused our proffered privilege 
of seeking and employing some friends, subtle in judgment, 
and learned in all the technicalities of such proceedings, as 
to-day will witness, to undertake your cause. Why is this! 
Is your honor of such small amount, that you refuse even to 
accept the privilege of defence? Are you so well prepared 
yourself to refute the evidence which has been collected 
agamst you that you need no more! Or have we indeed 
heard aright, that you have resolved to let the course of 
justice proceed, without one effort on your part to avert an 
inevitable doom? This would seem a tacit avowal of guilt; 
else wheref jre call your doom inevitable ? I,f conscious of 
innocence have you no hope, no belief in the Divine Justice, 
which can is easily make manifest innocence as punish crime? 
Ere we depute to others the solemn task of examination, amd 
pronouncing sentence, we bid you speak, and answer as to the 
wherefore of this rash and contradictory determination — per- 
fiisting in words that you are gniltleas, yet refusing the pri- 
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vilege of defence. Is life so valueless, that yow cast it de- 
graded from you? As Sovereign and Judge, we command 
Ku answer, lest by your own rast act tiie oourae of justice 
impeded, and the sentence of the guilty awarded to the 
innocent. As man to man, I charge thee apeak ; hring for- 
ward some proof of innocence. Let me not condemn to 
death as a coward and a murderer, one whom I have loved 
and trusted as a friend I Answer— wherefore this strange 
callousness to life — ^this utter disregard of thine honor and 
thy name ?" 

For a moment, while the King addressed him as roan to 
man, the pallid cheek and hrow of the prisoner flushed with 
painful emotion, ami there was a scarcely audible treraulous- 
cess in his vtice as he replied : 

"And how will defence avail mel How may mere asser- 
tion deny proof, and so preserve life and redeem honor? My 
liege, I had resolved to attempt no defence, because I would 
not unnecessarily prolong the torture of degradation. Had 
I one proof, the slightest proof to produce, which might in 
the faintest degree avail me, I would not withhold it; justice 
to my father's name would be of itself sufficient to command 
defence. But I have none ! I cannot so perjure myself as 
to deny one word of the charges brought against me, save 
that of murder I Of thoughts of hate and wrath, ay, and 
Hood, but such blood as honorable men would shed, I am 

fuilty, I now feel, uuredeemably guilty, but not of murder ! 
am not silent because conscious of enacted guilt. I will 
not go down to the dishonored grave, now yawning for me, 
permitting, by silence, your Highness, and these your sub- 
jects, to believe me the monster of ingratitude, the treacher- 
ous coward which appearances pronoun:,e me No i he con- 
tinued, raising his right hand as high as his fetteis would 
permit, and speaking in a tone which fell with the eioquenoo 
of truth on every heart — '' No : here is on the scaffold-— 
now, as with mv dying breath, I will proclaim aloud my in- 
nocence ; I call on the Almighty Judge himself is on every 
Saint in heaven, to attest it — ay, and I belieie it will be 
attested, when nought but my memory is left to be cleared 
from shame — I am not the murderer of Don Ferdinand 
Morales I Had he been in every deed my foe — had he given 
me cause for the indalgenoe of those uagovernable passlonB 
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which I now feel were roused against him b „„._, „^^. 

sinfdly, I might haTO sought their gratification by honorable 
combat, hut not by midnight murder ! I apeak not, I repeat, 
to save my life ; it is justly forfeited for thoughts of crime ! 
I spealt that, when in after years my innocence will be made 
evident by the discovery of the real assassin, you will aU 
remember what I now say— that I hare not so basely requit- 
ed the King and Country who so generously and trnstingly 
befriended mo — that I am no mnrdej-er !" 

" Then, if so convinced of innocence, young man, where- 
fore not attempt defence?" demanded the Sub-Prior of 8t. 
Francis.^ " Knowest thou not that wilfully to throw away 
the life intrusted to you, for some wise purpose, is amenable 
before the throne of the Most High as self-committed 
murder? Proofs of this strongly asserted innocence, thou 
must have," 

"I have none," calmly answered the prisoner, "I have 
but words, and who will believe them? Who, here present, 
will credit the strange tale, that, tortured and restless from 
mental suffering, I courted the fury of the elements, and rush- 
ed from my quarters on the night of the murder withtntt my 
sword ? — tha^ in securing the belt, I missed the weapon, but 
still sought not for it as I ought ?— who will believe that it 
was accident, not design, which tool; me to the Calle Soledad? 
and that it was a fall over the murdered body of Don Ferdi- 
nand which deluged my hands and dress with the blood that 
dyed the ground ! Who will credit that it was seeing him 
thas which chained me, paralyzed, horror-stricken, to the 
spot? lu the wild fury of my passions I had believed him 
my enemy, and sworn his death ; then was it marvel that 
thus beholding him turned me well-nigh to stone, and that, 
in my horror, I had no power to call for aid, or raise the 
shout after the murderer, for my own thoughts arose as 
fiends, to whisper, such might have been my wort— that I 
had wished his death ? Great Gfod ! the awful wakening 
from the delusion of weeks — the dread recognition in that 
murdered corse of my own thoughts of sin 1" He paused 
involuntarily, for his strong agitation completely choked his 
voice, and shook his whole frame. After a brief silence 
which none in the hall had heart to break, he continued 
calmly, " Let the trial proceed, gracious Sovereign. Youi 
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Higtness'a generous interest in one accused of a crime so 
awful, comprising the death, not of a subject only, but of a 
friend, does but add to the heavy weight of obligation already 
mine, and would of itself excite the wish to live, to prove 
that I am not so utterly unworthy ; but I feel that not to 
such as I, may the Divine mercy be so shown, as to bring 
forward the real murderer. The misery of the last fortnight 
has showu'me how deeply I have sinned in thought, though 
not in deed ; and how dare I, then, indulge the wild di'eam 
that my innocence will be proved, until too late, save for 
mine honor ? My liege, I have trespassed too long on the 
time of this assemblage ; let the trial proceed." 

So powerful was the effect of his tone and words, that 'the 
impulse was strong in every heart to strike off his fetters, 
and give him life and freedom. The oountenance of the 
Sub-Prior of St. Francis alone retained its unmoved calm- 
ness, and its tone, its imperturbable gravity, as he command- 
ed Dob Felis d'Estaban to produce the witnesses ; and on 
their appearance, desired one of the fathers to administer 
the oath. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

" His tinaltering cheek 
Sljll vividly doth, hold ite natural hue, 
And Ms eje quails not. la this innocence 1 " 

Mae. HcMANS. 

Duume the examination of Don Alonzo of Aguflar, and of 
old Pedro and Juana, the prisoner remained with his arms 
calmly folded and head erect, without the smallest variation 
of feature or position denoting either anxiety or agitation. 
.Don Alonzo's statement was very simple. He described the 
exact spot where he had found the body, and the position in 
which it lay ; the intense agitation of Stanley, the bloody 
appearance of his clothes, hands, and face, nrging them to 
secure his person oven before they discovered the broken 
fragment of his sword lying beside the corse. 
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was corroljorated, in the very minutest points, hy^ the men 
who hhi accompanied him, even though cross -questioned with, 
unusual particularity by Father Francis. Old Pedro's state- 
nieot, though less circumstautial, was, to the soldiers and 
citizens especially, quite as convincing. He gave a wordy 
narrative of Senor Stanley's unnatural state of excitemeDt 
from the very evening he had become hie lodger — that he 
had frequently heard him muttering to himself such words as 
"blood" and "vengeance." He constantly appeared long- 
ing for something ; never eat half the meals provided for 
him — -a sure proof, in old Pedro's imagination, of a disorder- 
ed mind, and tiiat the night of the murder he had hoard him 
leave the house, with every symptom of agitation. Old 
Juana, with very evident reluctance, confirmed this account; 
but Father Francis was evidently not satisfied. " Amongst 
these incoherent ravings of the prisoner, did you ever distin- 
guish the word 'murder?' " he demanded^ — a question which 
would be strange, indeed, in the court of justice of the pre- 
sent day, but of importance in an age when such words as 
blood and vengeance, amongst warriors, simply signified a, 
determination to fight out their quarrel in (so-calledj honor- 
able combat. The answer, after some hesitation, was in the 
negative. "Bid you ever distinguish any name, aa the object 
of Senor Stanley's desired vengeance V 

Pedro immediately answered " No ;" but there was a 
eimper of hesitation in old Juana, that caused the Sub-Prior 
to appeal to, her. " Please your Reverence, I only chanced 
to hear the poor young man say, ' Oh, Marie ! Marie !' one 
day when I brought him his dinner, which he put away un- 
touched, though I put my best cooking in it." 

A slight, scarcely perceptible flush passed over the pri- 
soner's cheek and brow. The King muttered an exclama- 
tion ; Father Francis's brow contracted, and several of the 
nobles looked uneasily from one to the other. 

"At what time did the prisoner leave his apartments the 
night of the murder?" continued the Sub-Prior. 

■' Exactly as the great bell of the cathedral chimed 
eleven," was the ready reply from Pedro and Juana at the 
same moment. 

" Did you hear nothing but his hasty movements, as you 
describe? Did he not call for attendance, or a light? Be- 
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member, you are on oath," lie continued sternly, as Be ob- 
served the hesitation with which otd Pedro muttered " No ;" 
and that Juana was silent. "The church punishes false 
D'lh p k not?" 
H 11 d f 1 ght please your Beverenoe, but—" 
B t y d d t h ose to obey at an hour so late I" 
te li p d d r th Erancis ; " and by such neglect 
m y b Ity f 1 t ng the death of the innocent, and 
1 th 1 m d r ! You allege that Senor 8tau- 
I y t d f ra military duty at sunset, and slept 

f m th 1 11 1 t b f eleven, so soundly that you could 

t h f h veniug meal. This was strange 

f w th d n his thoughts I Again, that he 

11 d f 1 1 1 1 h u neglected to bring ; and Senor 

fet 1 y t th t h ^ issed his sword, but rushed from 

tl h th t t "1 r culpable neglect, then, prevents 

d g tl t th f this assertion ; yet you acknow- 

1 dg h 11 d 1 dly f Ight; this appears too unlikely to 
have been the case, had the prisoner liuitted the house with 
the intention to do murder." 

"Intention at that moment he might not have had, 
Reverend Eather," interposed the head of the Associated 
Brethren, who had taken an active part in the examination. 
"Were there no evidence as to premeditated desire of ven- 
geance, premeditated insult, and long-entertained enmity, 
these conclusions might have foundation. As the case stands, 
thsy weigh but little. Where evil passions have been es- 
cited, opportunity for their indulgence is not likely to pass 
unused." . 

"But evidence of that long-entertained enmity and pre- 
meditated vengeance wo have not yet examined," replied 
the Sub-Prior. " If it only rest on the suppositions of this 
old couple, in one of whom it is pretty evident, prejudice is 
stronger than clearly defined truth, methinks that, despite 
this circumstantial evidence; there is still hope of the prison- 
er's innocence more especially as we have one other import- 
ant fact to bring forward. You are certain," he continued, 
-addressing old Pedro, "that the bell chimed eleven when 
Senor Stanley quitted your dwelling?" The man answered 
firmly in the affirmative. "And you will. swear that the 
Senor slept from sunset till that hour?" 
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" I dare not swear to it, your Reverence, for Juana and I 
were at a neighbor's for part of that time ; but on our re- 
turn, Juana took up hia supper again, and found him so ex- 
actly in the same position as we had loft him, that we could 
not believe he had even moved." 

"Was he alone in the'house during this interval?" 

" No ; the maid Beta was at her work iiT the room below 
Senor Stanley's." 

" Let her be brought here." 

The order was so rapidly obeyed, that it was very evi- 
dent she was close at hand ; but so terribly alarmed at the 
presence in which she stood, as to compel the Sub-Prior to 
adopt the gentlest possible tone, to get any answer at all. He 
merely inquired if, during the absence of her master and mis- 
tress, she had heard any movement in the prisoner's room. 
She said that she thought she had — a quiet, stealthy step, and 
also a sound as if a door in the back of the house closed ; 
but the sounds were so very indistinct, she had felt them 
at the time more like a dream than reality ; and the oom- 
mencemont of the storm had so terrified her, that she did 
not dare move from her seat, 

" And what hour was this ?" 

It might have been about nine ; but she could not say 
exactly. And from the assertion that she did hear a slight 
sound, though puazlingly cross-questioned, she never waver- 
ed. The King and the Sub-Prior both looked disappointed. 
The chief of the Santa Hermandad expressed himself ooa- 
firmed in his previous supposition. 

The prisoner retained his calmness ; but a gleam of in- 
telligence seemed to flit across his features. 

" You would speak, Senor Stanley," interposed the King, 
as the girl was dismissed. " We would gladly hear you." 

"I would simply say, your Highness," replied Stanley, 
gratefully, " that it is not unlikely Beta may have heard 
such sounds. I am convinced my evening draught was 
drugged ; and the same secret enemy who did this, to give 
him opportunity undiscovered to purloin my sword — may. 
nay, must have entered my chamber during that deathlike 
sleep, and committed the theft which was to burden an inno- 
cent man with his deed of guilt. The deep stillness in the 
house might have permitted her ear to catch the step, though 
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my sleep was too profound. I could hardly haye had time 
to waken, rise, commit the deed of death, and return to such 
a completely deceiving semblance of sleep, in the abort hour 
of Pedro and Juana's absence ; and if I had, what madness 
would have led mo there again, and so appalled me, as to 
prevent all effort of escape ?" 

" Conscience," replied the chief of the Santa Hermandad, 
sternly. " The impelling of the Divine Spirit, whom yon 
had profaned, and who in justice so distracted you, as to lead 
you blindly to your own destruction — ^no marvel the dark- 
ness oppressed, and the storm appalled jou ; or that heaven 
in its wrath should ordain the events yon. yourself have 
described — the fall over your own victim, and the horror 
thence proceeding. We have beard that your early years 
have been honorable, Senor Stanley, and to such, guilt is 
appalling even in its accomplishment. Methinka, Father 
Francis, we need now but the evidence of the premeditar 
tion." 

" Your pardon, brother ; but such conclusions are some- 
what over-hasty. It is scarcely probable, had Senor Stanley 
returned after the committal of such a deed, that his re- 
entrance should not have been heard as well as his de- 
parture ; whereas the witness expressly declares, that though 
her attention was awakened by the previous faint sound, and 
she listened frequently, she never heard another movement, 
till her master and mistress's return ; and as they went into 
the Senor's room directly, and found him without the very 
least appearance of havi g m d justice compels us to in- 
cline to the belief n S n Stanl j's suggestion — that he 
could scarcely have had su9i nt time to rouse, depart, do 
murder, and feign 1 p du n P dro Benito's brief inter- 
val of absence." 

" We will grant that o t m y be. Reverend Father, but 
what proof have we that tl m d had not been just com- 
mitted when the body and the assassin were discovered?" 

Father Francis replied, by commanding the appearance 
of Don Ferdinand's steward, and after the customary for- 
mula, inijuired what hour his late lamented master had quitr 
ted his mansion tho night of the murder. The man replied, 
without hesitation, " Exactly as the chimes played the quar- 
ter before nine." 
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" But was not that uDusually early? The hour of meet- 
iDg at the eastle was ten, and the distance from Don Ferdi- 
nand's mansion not twenty minutes' ride, and scarce forty 
minutes' walk. Are you perfectly certain as to the hour 1" 

" I can take ray oath upon it, your Reverence, and Lopez 
will say the same. Our sainted master (Jesu rest his soull) 
called to him a few minutes before he entered my lady's 
room, and told him not to get his horse ready, as ho should 
walk to the castle. Lopea asked as to who should attend 
him, and hia reply was ho would go alouo. He had done so 
before, and so we were not surprised ; but we were grieved 
at hia look, for it seemed of suffering, unlike himself, and 
were noticing t to h th as he passed us, after quitting 
my lady, and qui lly d so absorbed, that he did not 
return our sal t t wh h h never in all hia life neglected 
to do before My p p r master I little did we think 
we should n L gain I" And the man's uncon- 

strained burst f g f t d anew the indignation of the 
Seotators a^ t h n till then almost forgotten, in 

a intense i te t to th fate of the accused. Lopez 
was called, and n 1 t d the steward's account exactly. 

•^ If he left h h t quarter before nine, at what 

hour, think y , h w uld h the Calle Solcdad ?" 

From ten to fifteen minutes past the hour, your Rever- 
ence, unless detained by calling elsewhere on his way." 

" Did he mention any iateotion of so doing!" The an- 
swer was in the negative. " According to this account, then, 
the murder muat have taken place between nine and tea ; 
and Senor Stanley waa not heard to quit his apartment till 
eleven. This would corroborate his own assertion, that the 
deed was committed ere he reached the spot." 

" But what proof have we that Don Ferdinand waa not 
detained on his way?" replied the chief of the Santa Her- 
mandad. " His domestics assert no more than the hour of 
hk quitting the house." 

"The hour of the royal meeting was ton," rejoined tha 
Sub-Prior; "he was noted for regularity, and was not likely 
to have voluntarily liiigered so long, as not even to reach the 
Calle till one hour afterwards." 

" Not voluntarily ; but we have heard that he appeared 
more Buffering than he was ever seen to do. His illness 
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might have inoreased, and 80 cause detention ; and yet, on 
even partial recovery, we know him welt enough to believe he 
would still have endeavored to join his Highness." 

" He would ; hut there is evidence that, when brought to 
the castle, ho had been dead at the very least three hours. 
Let Curador Benedioto come forward." _ 

A repcctable man, dressed in black, and reoogniaed at 
once as the leech or doctor of the royal household, obeyed 
the summons, and on being questioned, stated that he had 
examiaed the body the very moment it had been conveyed to 
the castle, in the hope of discovering some signs of animation, 
however faint. But life was totally extinct, and, according 
to his judgment, had been so at the very least three hours. 
" And what hour was this 1" 
" Jnst half-an-hour after midnight." 
A brief silence followed the leech's dismissal ; lerdmand 
still seemed perplexed and uneasy, and uot one countenance, 
either of the nobles or Associated Brethren, evinced satis- 
faction. . ,,„ , , 

« Our task, instead of decreasing in difaculty, becomes 
more and more complicated, my lords and brethren," observ- 
ed the Sub-Prior, after waiting for the chief of the banta 
Hermandad to speak. " Had we any positive proof, that 
Senor Stanley really slept from the hour of sunset till 
eleven the same evening, and never quitted his quarters until 
then we might hope that the sentence of Curador Banedicto, 
as to the length of time life had been extinct in his supposed 
victim might weigh strongly against the circumstantial chain 
of evidence brought against him. Believing that the prisoner 
having slept from the hoar of sunset to eleven was a proven 
and witnessed fact, I undertook the defensive and argued 
in his favor. The sounds heard by the girl Beta may or may 
not have proceeded from the stealthy movements of the ac- 
cused, and yet justice forbids our passing them by unnoticed. 
The time of this movement being heard, and that of the 
murder, according to the leech's evidence, tally so exactly 
that we cannot doubt but the one had to do with the other ; 
but whether it were indeed the prisoner's step, or that ot the 
base purloiner of his sword, your united judgment must de- 
cide. Individual supposition, in a matter of life or death, 
can be of no avwl. My belief, as jou may have discovered, 
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inclines to tie prisoner's innocence. My brother, the chief 
Hei-mano, as strongly believea in his guilt. And it would 
appear as if the eyidence itself, supports the one judgment 
equally with the other ; contradictory and oomplicatcd, it has 
yet heen truthfully brought forward and strictly examined. 
Your united judgment, Senors and Hermanos, must therefore 
decide the prisoner's fate." 

" But under your favor, Reverned Father, all the evidence 
has not been brought forward," ' ' ' " ' " " 

' And methinks that which is l _ 

portant of the whole. That the bnsines 
judgment most difficult, I aoknowledg ^ 
gladly avail myself of any remaining i nt 
scale may turn. Sworn as I am to adm n t mp t al ju 
tiee, prejudice against the prisoner I can h n n b t the 
point we have until now overlooked, appears sufficient to de- 
cide not only individual but general opinion. I mean the 
premedUated vengea-nce sworn by the prisoner against the 
deceased— long indulged and proclaimed enmity, and pre- 
meditated determination to take Lis life or lose his own. Bon 
Ferdinand Morales— be his sout assoilized !— was so univer- 
sally beloved, so truly the friend of all ranks and conditions 
of men, that to believe in the existence of any other enmity 
towards his person is almost impossible. We have evidence 
that the prisoner was at feud with him— was harboring some 
design against him for weeks. It may be he was even refused 
by Bon Ferdinand the meeting he desired, and bo sought 
vengeance by the midnight dagger. Let the evidence of thia 
enmity Reexamined, and according or not as premeditated 
mabce is elicited, so let your judgment be pronounced," 

"Ay, so let it be," muttered the King as a loud murmur 
of assent ran through the hall. "We have two witnesses for 
this ; and, by heaven, if the one differ from the other in the 
smallest point, the prisoner may still be reprieved I" 

Whether the royal observation was heard or not, there 
was no rejoinder, for at the summoning of the chief Hermano, 
Bon Luis Garcia stood before the assemblage. His appear- 
ance excited surprise in many present, and in none more 
tiian the prisoner himself He raised his head, which had 
been resting on his hand during the address of the Sub-Prior 
and the reply of the Hermano, and looked at the new witness 
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with bewildered astonishment As Doq Luis continued his 
relation of tlie stormy interview hetween the deceased and 
the aeouBed, and the words of threatening nsed by the latter, 
astonishment itself, changed into an indignation and loathing 
imjiossihle to be restrained. 

" Thou base dishonored villain I" he exclaimed, so sudden- 
ly and wrathfully that it startled more by its strange contrast 
with his former calmness than by its irreverent interruption 
to the fortmila of the examination ; " where wert thou during 
this interview ? Hearing so well, and so invisibiy concealed, 
none bat the voluntary spy could have heard all this ; so 
skilfully detailed that thou, wouldst seem in very truth witness 
bS well as hearer. What accident could have led thee to the 
most retired part of Don Ferdinand's garden, and, being 
there, detained thee? Thou treacherous villain I and on. 
thy evidence — evidence so honorably, so truthfully obtained, 
my life or death depends 1 Well, be it so," 

" But BO it shall not bo," interposed the King himself, ere 
either Sub-Prior or the Herman w could reply ; " even as the 
prisoner, we <mrselvea hold evidence dishonestly obtained of 
little moment — nay, of no weight whatever. Be pleased, 
Don Luis Garcia, to explain the casualty which led you, at 
such an unpoitant moment, to Don Ferdinand's grounds j or 
name some other witness. The voluntary listener is, in our 
mind, dishonorable as the liar, and demanding no more 
account." 

With a mien and voice of the deepest humility, Don Luis 
replied ; grieving that his earnest love of justice should ex- 
pose bim to the royal displeasure ; submitting meekly to un- 
just suspicion as concerned himself, but still upholding the 
truth and correctness of his statement. The other witness 
to the same, he added mysteiiously, he had already named to 
his Royal Highness. 

" And she waits our pleasure," replied the King ; " Don 
Felix d'Estabaa, be pleased to conduct the last witness to our 
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CHAPTEK XX. 

Biit love is strong'. There came 
Strength upon Woman's fragile heart and frame ) 
There came swift uourage, 

Mrs. Hemans. 
Death has no pang 
More keen than this. Oh, wherefore art thou here 1 

Mrs. HeM:)N3. 

A PRCPOTiND gileLoe followed Bon Felix's departure. Don 
liuis had bo evideiil^ly evaded the King's demand, as to how 
he had witnessed this important interview, that even those 
most prejudiced in his favor, on account of his extreme 
sanctity, found themselves douhting his honor ; and those 
who had involuntarily heen prejudiced against him, hy the 
indefinable something pervading his countenance and voice, 
doubly rejoiced that their unspoken antipathy had some 
foundation. In modern courts of justice, to refuse the 
validity of evidence merely because the manner of obtaining 
it wts supposed dishonorable, would be pronounced the acme 
of folly and romance. In the age of which we write, and in 
Spam especially, the sense of honor was so exc[uisitoly re- 
fined, that the King's rebuke, and determination not to 
ailow the validity of Don Luis's evidence, unless confirmed 
by an honorable witness, excited no surprise whatever; every 
noble, nay, every one of the Associated Brethren, there pres- 
ent, would have said the same ; and the eager wonder, as to 
the person of the witness on whom so much stress was laid, 
became absolutely intense. The prisoner was very evidently 
agitated ; his cheek flushed and paled in rapid alternation, 
and a suppressed but paiufol exclamation escaped from him 
as Don Felis re-~enteri?d, leading with him a female form ; 
but the faint sound was unheard, save by the King and the 
Sub-Prior, who had been conversing apart during d'Estaban's 
absence — lost in the irrepressible burst of wonder and sym- 
pathy, which broke from all within the hall, as in the now 
witness, despite the change of garb, and look, from the daz- 
zling beauty of health and peace, to the attenuated form of 
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anxiety and sorrow, they recognized at once the widow of 
the murdered, Donna Marie. Nor was tliia universal sym- 
pathy lessoned, when, on partially removing her veil, to 
.pormi.t a clear view of the scene around her, her sweet face 
was disclosed to all — profoundly, almost unnaturally, calm, 
indeed— but the cheek and lips were perfectly colorless ; the 
ashy whiteness of the former rendered them more striting 
from the long black lasK resting upon it, unwetted by a 
single tear : and from the peculiarly dark eye appearing the 
larger, from the attenuation of the other features. One steady 
and inquiring glance she was seen to fix upon the prisoner, 
and then she bent in homage to tho Sovereign ; and emotion, 
if there were any, passed uoseen. 

" Sit, lady," said the King, with ready eourteay, touched 
more tlian ho could have imagined possible, by the change 
fourteen short days had wrought "We would feign render 
this compelled summons as brief and little fatiguing as may 
be; none can grievo more than ourselves at this harsh in- 
trusion on thy hours of sorrow ; but in a, great measure the 
doom of life or death rests with thee, and justice forbids 
our neglecting evidence so important. Yet sit, lady ; we 
command it." 

" It needs not, gracious Sovereign ; my strength will not 
fail me," replied Marie, her sweet voice falling distinctly on 
every ear, while Stanley started at its calmness ; and she 
gracefully refused the seat Don Felis proffered. "Give 
no more thought to me than to any other witness ; it is not 
a subject's place to sit in presence of her Sovereign." 

But Ferdinand's kindliest feelings were excited, and in- 
stead of permitting the Sub-Prior to give the necessary de- 
tails, he himself, with characteristic brevity, but clearly and 
kindly, narrated the progress of the evidence for and against 
the prisoner, and how great the weight laid on the proofs, if 
there were any, of acknowledged enmity, and premeditated 
injury, on the part of the accused towards the deceased. 
The questions to which he was compelled to request her re- 
ply were simply, " Was she aware of any cause of hatred 
existing bet'men the accused and the deceased V " Had she 
ever hoard opprobrious and insulting epithets used by the 
former or the latter?" "or any threat, implying that the 
death of Don Ferdinand Morales was desired by the prison- 
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er?" " Had she ever seen the prisoner draw his sword upon 
the deceased ?~and had she any reason to believe that Don 
Ferdinand had ever refused, or intended to refuse to meet 
the prisoner la honorable combat, and so urged the gratifica- 
tion of vengeance by a deed of murder 1 Reverend Father," 
continued the King, " be pleased yourself to administer the 
customary oath." 

Father Francis instantly rose from his seat, and tating 
the large and richly embossed silver crucifix from the Monk, 
who had administered the oath to all the other witnesses, 
him if app h d Marie. " Marie Henriquez Morales," he 
S d a h ntially held the solemn symbol of his re- 

1 n b f c h art thou well advised of the solemnity 
t th w d th ai't called upon to speak? If so, swear 
to p k th t tl the whole truth, and Bothing hut the 
tru h Sw by the Holy Symbol which I support j by the 
unp n n hi n me of the Father, by the flesh and blood, 
the resurrection and the life of onr Lord and Saviour Christ 
Jesu; by the Holy Spirit; by the saving and glorious 
Trinity; by the goodly army of Saints and Martyrs; 
daughter, swear, and the blessing or the curso be with you 
as you swear true or falsely," 

The fine countenance of the Sub-Prior glowed with the 
holy enthusiasm of his appeal ; his form, as he stood, one 
hand clasping the cnicifis, the other emphatically raised, 
aeemed dilated to unusual height and majesty, and the deep 
solemnity of his accents so enhanced the awful responsibility 
of the oath, that it thrilled throughout the multitude as it 
had never done before. So deep was the stillness which fol- 
lowed, that not one of those vast crowds seemed to breathe. 
To the prisoner it was a moment of intense emotion : for if, 
indeed, Marie had once told him truth, that oath, to her, 
even in its solemnity, was as nought ; but ere he could even 
think as to the wording of her answer, that answer came, and 
ao distinct, so unfalteringly spoken, that there was not one 
person present who oven strained his eai- to catch the words. 
" Eeverend Father," she said, " I am gra^ful for thy 
counsel ; and, believe me, am well advised of the truth and so- 
lemnity of the words I speak. But I cannot aid his Grace, 
and these his subjects, in their decision as to the prisoner's 
Benteuee. My evidence is valueless. I belong to that raco 
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whose word is never taken as witness, for or against, in a court 
of justice. I cannot take the oath rec[uired, for I deny the 
faith in which it is administered. I am a Jewess !" 

A wild cry, in every variety of intonation— astonishment, 
horror, wrath, and perhaps terror, ran through the hall — 
from Sovereign, Noble, Monk, and Citizen, simultaneously. 
Father Francis staggered back several paces, as if there wei-o 
contamination in remaining by her Bide, and then stood as 
rooted to tJie ground, his hand convulsively grasping the 
crucifix which hiid nearly fallen from Ms hold; his lips apart, 
his nostrils slightly distended, and his eyes almost starting 
from their sockets, in the horrified and astonished gaze he 
fixed upon the pale and fragile being who had dared speak 
such iropioas words. The attendant fathers rose simultane- 
ously, and formed a semicircle round their superior, ready, 
at his slightest signal, to hurl down on her the anathema of 
the church ; reverence to the Sub-Prior alone preventing the 
curse from instantly bursting forth. The nobles, the Asso- 
ciated Brethren, Ferdinand himself, started almost uncoa- 
aciously to their feet, and an eager rush brought many of the 
citiaens still nearer to the scene of action. The prisoner, 
with an irresistible impulse, darted forwards, and ere any one 
had recovered from his trance of bewilderment, had flung 
himself at Marie's feet. 

" Marie I Marie I" he exclaimed, in a voice so hoarse and 
choked, its words were heard by her alone, " Oh ! why hast 
thou done this 'I Why not take the required oath, and con- 
demn me at once? Marie, I am unworthy of such self- 
saorifice I" 

" Ha I didst thou slay him then ? Have I judged thee 
too kindly, Arthur," she answered ; and the hand she laid 
heavily on his shoulder trembled so violently, it was evident 
she had thus placed it only to save her from sinking to the 
ground, for the unnatural strength had gone. 

" No I" he exclaimed, In a tone and with a look that satis- 
fied her at once, and there was no time for more. The King 
had perceived that the Sub-Prior was recovering composure, 
and with it energy of action ; though himself a zealous Oath olio, 
he felt compelled to save Marie. " Hold ! hold I" he said 
hastily, as Father Francis was about to speak "Eererond 
Father, we pray thee, be not over hasty in this matter ; these 
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are strange and terrible words ; Imt they are meaningless J 
they must be. Her misery has turned her brain ; she ia 
mad ; heed her not ; be silent all of ye ! See how she glares 
upon the prisoner! Is that the look of sanity? By St. 
ITrancis, we have done wrong to call her hither! Stand 
back, good fathers, Kemove the prisoner ; and let Donna 
Marie be oonduoted from the hall. Our Consort should have 
warned us of this I" 

" Forbear, my liege }". replied the Sub-Prior sternly. 
" The blaspheming words were all too calmly and collective 
ly spoken for the ravings of madness. Let not the false un- 
believer pass hence till at least she has done reverence to tho 
sacred symbolj she has, by daring denial, insulted. As thou 
wouldst save thine own soul from hell-fire, my liege, interfere 
not in this !" 

As he spoke, several soldiers had endeavored rudely to 
drag Arthur from Marie : he strove fiercely for freedom, for 
but one hour's power to protect her, but in vain. And the 
look she fixed upon him, as he was torn from her, from its 
contrast with her previous profound calm, did indeed seem 
almost of madness. The excitement which had enabled her 
to make this dread avowal — an avowal oomprising such 
variety, and terrible danger, that the magnitude of the sacri- 
fice comprised in the confession can now scarcely be under- 
stood ; danger, not merely from the vengeance of the church 
for long years of fraud, nor from the secret and awful tribunal 
of whose existence she was conscious (though not of its close 
vicinity) ; not merely these, but danger from tho wrath and 
terrors of the secret members of her own faith, who might na- 
turally imagine their own safety endangered in the suspicion, 
engendered by her rash confession. Of all this she had 
thought; had believed herself strengthened to brave and 
bear every possible suffering, rather than breathe those 
words which must seal Stanley's fate; but now t!iat she had 
spoken, though she would not have recalled them if she could 
— such an overpowering, crushing sense of all she had drawn 
upon herself, such fearful, spectral shapes of indefinable 
horror came upon her, that, as the Sub-Prior stood agaia 
before her with the uplifted cross, bidding her kneel and 
acknowledge him whose fate it imaged — she burst into a 
wild hysteric laugh, and fell prone upon the floor. 
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'^Saidlnot she was mad? And what need was there 
for ttis unmanly violence?' angrily ezolaimed the Monarch; 
and, starting from his seat, he authoritatively waved back the 
denounoing monks, and himself bent over Marie. The Duke 
■of Mureia, Don Felis d'Estaban, the Lord of Aguilar. and 
several other nobles following the Sovereign's example, hast- 
ened to her assistance- But to restore animation was not in 
their power, and on tbe King's whispered commands, Don 
Felix gently, even tenderly raised.her, and bore her in his 
arms from the hall. Even in that moment of excitement 
Ferdinand could not forbear glancing at the prisoner, whose 
passionate struggles to escape from the guard, when Marie 
fell, had been noticed by all, and unhappily, combined with 
his previous irritation, but confirmed the unspoken suspi- 

s of many as to the real cause of his enmity against Don 



Ferdinand. The expressi 
contending, terrible snffori 
' 's gaze, vainly endeavor! 



ision of his conntfinanoe was of such 
I, that the King hastily withdrew 
J to disbelieve, as he had done, 
the truth of Garcia's charge. 

Order was at length universally restored, and after a 
brief silence, the chief of the Santa Hermandad demanded of 
the prisoner if he had aught to say in his defence, or reply 
himself to Don Luis Garcia's charge. The reply was a stern, 
determined negative ; and, deputed so to do by the Sub-Prior, 
who seemed so absorbed in the horror of Marie's daring 
avowal, as to be incapable of further interference, the Her- 
mano proceeded to sum up the evidence. As the widow of 
the deceased had so strangely, yet effectually deprived them 
of her evidence, he said, he thought some slight regard ought 
to he paid to Don Luis Garcia's words ; but even without 
doing so, the circumstantial evidence, though contradictory 
and complicated, was enough in bis opinion to convict the 
prisoner ; hut he referred to his associates and to the peers 
then present, to pronounce sentence. His task was but to 
sum up the evidence, whicb he trusted be had done distinct- 
ly ; his opinion was that of but one individual ; there were 
at least fifty or sixty voices, to confirm or to oppose it. 

Deep and sustained as had been the interest throughout 
the trial, it was never more intense than during the awful 
pause which heralded tlio prisoner's doom. It was spoken 
at length ; the majority alike of the nobles and of the Santa 
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H m d d b I d and pronounced him guiUy, and son- 

f d h w accordingly passed ; but the Ihike of 

M tl t PP 1 forward, and urged the following, not 

ly th m f his brother peers, but in the name of 

h t g Isabella ; that in consideration of the 

pi t d d tradietory evidence, of the prisoner's 

p ti^t ! aoter, and of his strongly protested in- 

] f one month should be granted between 

t d t n, to permit prayers to be offered up 

th gh t Sp f the discovery of the real murderer, oi 

t 1 t 11 w t for some proof of innocence to appear ; 

1 g wh h t m th prisoner should be remo ed f the 

htfuld g hhd till that m g up d a d on- 

fi d 1 t tw d, inone f th t t f th ca tie; 

d tl t if t th d of the gr t d n nth affa ned 

th y w tl tl at no pr f f n n app d, a 

fl Id w t b ted in th II S 1 d 1 h act 

i t wh ti m der was comm tt E th tl p er, 

p bl ly d J, d d f i the honors and privileges of chiyalry, 

h wdbL bfre him, his spurs ignominiously struck 

f m 1 h 1 w Id then receive tlio award of the law, death 

f ra h g th ual fate of the vilest and commonest 

m If 

I" d d d tl Sub-Prior regarded him attentively 

wh 1 th t was pronounced, but not a muscle in hia 

te d what it expressed it would have been 

df&lttdfi btit seemed as if his thoughts were on 

th th h If The King courteously thanlted the 

bl f tl aid in a matter so momentous, and at 

t fi d th uggestion. The Associated Brethren 

w t fi d t! t t was IsabeUa's will ; confident also in 

th p w t p event the evasion, and bring about the 

t f th t ice, if stil! rec[uired, at the termination 

ft! t m d with a brief but impressive address 

f m tl b b P to the prisoner, the assemblage dis- 

p d 

B t th t t of the city eeased not with the con- 

1 f th t 1 ot alone the populace, but the nobles 

th m 1 th Holy Fathers and Associated Brethren 

w f m g various groups, conversing eagerly and 

my t ly Th nterest in the prisoner had in some 
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maafiare giveD way to a new escitement. Qi t 
question, conjecture followed coajeoture, but tl 
solve t!ie mystery of Donna Marie's terrible v 
crease the bewilderment and perplexity which f 
causes, it created in every mind. One alon 
vast crowds whioh had thronged the trial h 
fellows Not a change in the cilm cold snee g 
of Don Luis Garcia s countenance had b tray d 
prise at, or sympathy with any one of the va u, 
stirring that vast multitude ot human h t 
Bcaicely even moved his posilioii during the t 
the trial castinj, indeed mmy a glance on th 
scene of action troni beneath his thick and h i 
brows which concealed the 8mi3ter gaze tro b 
He shunned the fice of day but in his own d ] 
and with hii hellish colleagues plana were f m d 
on w th a raj.idity which to minds less matu 1 m 
would have aeeini,d incredible. 



CHAPTEE XXL 

The quality of mercy is not stram'd. 
It droppetJi da the gen^e rain from Heavan 
Upon the place beneath. It ia twice blessed, 
It blesseth him that gWes, and him that talies ; 
'Tis mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes 
The throned monarch better than his crown. 

Shahspearb. 

The interest attending a trial, in which royalty had evinced 
such powerful sympathy, naturally extended to every member 
of Isabella's female train : her ansiety as to the issue had been 
very visible, notwithstanding her calm and quiet demeanor. 
The Infanta Isabella and the Infant Don Juan were with 
her during the morning as usual ; but oven their infantile 
caresses, dearer to her trae woman's heart than all her vast 
possessions, had failed to disperse the anxiety of thought. 
Eew can peruse the interesting life of Isabella of Oastile 
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without being struck 

career was one of unm p ^ 

herself, her private so dm 

b'tt n s with those mb 

Bubj ts Her £r8t-b h d 

all the b 11 ant and eg m h 

gi at b autj , both of m m b 

nly t b ome a wi — m g 

b b a d de; and .he D J 

th d 1 ght and prid 

en h am and almost idolatry of their subjeeta, died in his 
tw nt th year. The hapless Catherine of Arragon, with 
wi Iff sorrow and neglect every reader of English 
h t y s oquainted, though they sometimes forget her 

Uust us parentage ; her sorrows indeed Isabella was 
^a ed 38 she died before Henry the Eighth ascended the 
E 1 h th one. But it was Juana, the wife of Philip, and 
m h f Charles V,, whose intellects, always feeble, and 
d t y d ly the neglect and unkindness of the husband she 

1 1 d t uck the last and fatal blow. And sho, whom all 
Eu p g rded with unfeigned veneration — she whom her 
own subjects so idolized, they would gladly ha^e laid down a 
thousand lives for hers — she fel m 

consuming grief* Who then, d 

that of how many other sove g w m 

meed of sympathy, because, ra d 

iaard things, we deem the gr cl g mm n 

humanity unknown and unca d T m d, 

destiny of the Sovereign, the awful p b y, h ter 
loneliness of sation, the general want of sympathy, the prone- 
nees to be condemned for faults or omissions of which they 
are, individually, as innocent as their contemners, present a 
subject for consideration and sj-mpathy, and ought to check 
the unkind thoughts and hasty condemnation, excited merely 
because they are placed ia rank and circumstances above us. 

* leabella had teen preyioualy attacked by dungerous indiapoai- 
tJon, from which, however, the natural strength of her constitution 
would have enabled her in some dcgi'ee to rally ; but the springs of 
life had been injured by previouB bereavement. Her lungs became 
affected, and the symptoms of decline rapidly and Gitally increased 
from continual affliction of mhii.—Biiloiy of Spain. 
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A King of kings has placed them there, and a UmYersal 
Fatter calls them His children, eveu as ourselves. 

Isabella had not seen Marie that morning ; her trusty 
attendant, Donna Inez de Leon, had alone boon with her, 
and had reported that she was calm and composed, and more 
like herself than she had been since her bereavement. Time 
passed hat slowly, and Catherine Pas, the same high-spirited 
maiden mentioned in a former chapter, perceiving that the 
Queen's anxiety evidently increased as the kours waned, 
qiiietly left the chamber, unbidden, and even unseen, A 
brief interval saw her return, and with a countenance so es- 
pressive of horrified hewildermcnt, as to esoite the astonish- 
ment of all. 

" Oh, madMn !" she exclaimed, as she flew to the Queen s 
Beat, regardless of either decorum or rebuke ; " Oh, madam, 
it kas killed her ; she is dying I" 

" Dying !" repeated Isabdla, and the whole strength of 
her character was pub forth to prevent her starting from her 
Beat. " Dying I — who is dying % Speak out, in Santa 
Maria's name !" 

"Donna lilarie — the poor, unhappy Marie; she has been 
borae from the hall I Don Felix had her in his arms ; I 
saw her ; I followed them, and she looked dead, quite dead ; 
they would not let me go to hor at iirst, till I called them 
hard htirted wretches 1 And I have tried to rouse ker, but 
I could not. Oh, save her, graeious madam ! Do not let 

And have tkey none with her?" demanded the Queen. 
' But ft horn can they have, save her own terrified women? 
Inez— ieonor— go to her at once ! Your skill and tender- 
ness will soon revive her; this silly child is terrified at 
shadows 'Tis but a faint, suck aa followed the announce- 
ment of her husband's death. If any one dare refuse you 
entianue tell them you go in your Queen's name. Foolish 
trembler" she added, in a tone of relief, as her commands 
weie in-stantly obeyed, "why this excessive agitation, when 
thou haat seen a faint like this before?" 

' Nay, but by your leave, gracious madam, I have not," 
replied Catherine, with emotion. "There is far more of 
horror m this; she is oold — cold, like stone; and they have 
planted a guard at the entrance of her apartments, and they 
tell a tale so wild and strange, I cannot give it credence I" 
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"Ha!_what say they?" demanded the Queen haatiljjher 
eyes flashing with light, as they always did when she was es- 
cited. " What can it he, too wild and strange for thy hair- 
biained fancy to believe ? Marvellous it must be indeed !" 

" Isabella spoke jestingly, but her heart was not with her 
words : and Oatherine replied with tears starting to her eyes, 
" Oh, do not speak thus, my Hego. It is indeed do theme for 
jest." Andsho continued so rapidly, that to any hut the 
quickened mind of Isabella, her words must have seemed un- 
intelligible. "They say she is a heretic, royal madaai ' 
Nay, worse — a blaspheming unbeliever ; that she has refused 
to take the oath, on plea of not believing in the Holy Catho- 
lic Church j that she has insulted, has trampled on the 
sacred cross I Nor is this all — worse, yet worse ; they say 
she has proclaimed herself a Jewess ! — an abhorred, an un- 
believing Jewess !" 

A general start and loud esolamation of horror was the 
natural rejoinder to this unlooked-for intelligence ; but not 
from Isabella, whose flashing eyes were still fixed on the 
young girl's faeo, as to read in her soul the confirmation of 
these strange words. ""What dost thou mjV she said at 
length, and so slowly, a seoond might have intervened be- 
tween each word. " Speak I let me hear again ! A Jewess ! 
Santa Maria I But no ; it cannot be. They must have told 
thee false I" 

So the Queen spoke ; but ere Catherine had concluded s. 
calmer repetition of the tale, Marie's words of the preceding 
evening rushed back on her mind, confirming it but too sure- 
ly. " To-morrow all will be distinct and clear enough !" she 
had said ; ay, distinct it was ; and so engrossingly intense 
became the thoughts thronging in her mind, bewildering suc- 
cession, that Isabella sat motionless, her brojv leaning on her 
hand, wholly unconscious of the lapse of time. 

A confusion in the gallery, and the words, " The King I 
the King I" roused her at length ; and never *as the appear- 
ance of Ferdinand more welcome, not only to Isabella, but 
to her attendants, as giving them the longed-for opportunity 
to retire, and so satisfy curiosity, and give vent to the won- 
derment which, from their compelled silence in Isabella's 
presence, had actually become intolerable. 

Ferdinand speedily narrated the affairs of the morning, 



Healed byGoogIc 



153 

and concluded by inquiring if any thing had occurred in liei 
interview with Marie to escite suspicion of her mild design. 
The Qneen replied by relating, in her turn, all that had 
passed between them. The idea of madness could no longer 
ezist ; there was not the faintest hope that in a moment of 
frenzy she had spolien falsely, 

" And yet, was it not madness," the King urged, " thus 
publicly to avow a deterrainea heresy, and expose herself to 
all the horrors of the church's vengeance ! ' Years of de- 
ception and fraud !' she told thee, ' would be disclosed.' By 
St. Francis I fraud enough. Who could have suspoeted the 
wife of Don Ferdinand Morales a Jewess? It was on this 
account he kept her so retired. How could he reconcile his 
conscience to a union with one of a race so abhorred, beau- 
tiful as she is ? And where could he have found her? But 
this matters not : it is all wild conjecture, save the madness 
of the ayowal. What cause could there have been for such 
self-sacrifice 1" 

" There was a cause," replied the Queen earnestly ; 
" cause enough to render life to her of little moment. Do 
not ask me my meaning, dearest Ferdinand ; I would not do 
her such wrong as to breathe the suspicion that, spite of my- 
self, spite of incomprehensible mystery, will come, even to 
thee. Do not let us regret her secret is discovered. Let her 
but recover from the agony of these repeated irials, and with 
the help of h ly f h we may yet turn her from her 

abhorred fa th d 1 r her happy in this world, and 

secure her s 1 t th ezt," 

" The hi] f th h Ij fathers I" repeated the King. 
' JJ^'yj Isabel th 1 t Ip will be to torture and burn I 

T*ey will a h f suiting, by years of deceit, the 

holy feith, of wh h h h appeared a member. Nay, per- 
chance of usmg foul magic on Morales (whom the saints prc- 
aerve), and then thou knowest what will follow !" 

The Queen shuddered. "Never with my consent, my 
husband ! From the first moment I beheld this unfortunate, 
Bomething attracted me towards her ; her misery deepened 
the feeling; and even now, knowing what she is, affection 
lingers. The Holy Virgin give me pardon, if 'tis sin !" 

" For such sin I will give thee absolution, dearest," re- 
plied the King, half jestingly, half eai'neatly. " Do not look 
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so grave. No one knows, or yalues thy sterling piety half so 
tenderly and reverentially as I do. But thia is no onmmon 
caae. Were Marie one of those hase and grovelling wrotohes, 
those accursed unbelievers, who taint our fair realm with their 
abhorred rites— think of nothing but gold and usury, and 
how best to cheat their fellows ; hating us almost as intensely 
as we hate them— why, she should abide by the fate she has 
drawn upon herself. But the wife of my noble Morales, one 
who has associated so long with zealous Catholics, that she is 
already most probably one of us, and only avowed her de- 
scent from some mysterious cause — by St. Francis, sh« shall 
be saved !" ,ir n 

"But how?" inquired Isabella anxiously, "Wouldst 
thou deny her faith to Father Francis, and persuade him aha 
has spoken falsely f" 

The King shook his head, " That will never do, Isabel, 
I have had the holy man oloseted with me already, insisting 
on the sanity of her words, and urging me to resign the unbe- 
liever at once to the tender mercy of the church. All must 
depend on thee." 

" Oa me?" repeated Isabella, in a tone of surprised yet 



I mquiry, 
„ a thee, love. Thy perfect humility is ignorant of the 
fact — yet it is nevertheless perfectly true — that thou. art 
(evereuced, well nigh canonized, by the holy ohurch ; and 
thy words will have weight when mine would be light as air. 
Refuse the holy fathers all access to her ; say she is unfitted 
to encounter them ; that she is ill ; nay, mad, if thou wilt. 
Bring forward the state in which she was borne from tha 
hall ; her very laugh (by St. Francis, it rings in my ear stUl) 
to confirm it, and they will believe thee. The present ex- 
citement will gradually subside, and her very existence be 
forgotten. Let none but thy steadiest, most pious matrons 
have access to hor ; forbid thy young maidens to approach 
or hold converse with her ; and her being under thy protec- 
tion can do harm to none. Let hor be prisoner in her own 
apartments, an thou wilt; she deserves punishment for the 
deception practised towards thee. Treat her as thou deem- 
est best, only give her not up to the mercy of the church !" 

" Talk not of it," replied the Queen earnestly. " Unbe- 
liever thoutjh she be, offspring of a race which every true 
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Catholic moat hoM in abhorrence, slie is yet a laoman, Fer- 
dinand, and, as suoii, demands and shall receive the proteo- 
tion of her Queen. Yet, would there were some means of 
saying her from the eternal perdition to which, as a Jewess, 
she is destined ; some method, without increase of suffering, 
to allure her, as a p^itent and helieving child, to the bosom 
of our holy mother church." 

"And to do this, who so fitted as thyself, dearest Isahel?" 
answered the King with earnest affection. " Thou hast able 
assistants in some of thy older matrons, and may after a 
while call in the aid of Father Denis, whose kindly nature is 
bettei fitted for gentle conversion than either Francis, or thy 
atill sterner chaplain, Torqneraada. Thy kindness has gained 
thee the love of this misguided one ; and if any one have suffi- 
cient influence to convert, by other than sharp means, it can 
only be thyself" 

Isabella was not long undecided. Her heart felt that to 
turn Marie from blindness and perdition by kindness and af- 
fection would be indeed fer more acceptable to the virgin 
(her own peculiar saint) than the heretic's blood, and she 
answered with animation, " Then so it shall be, Ferdinand ; 
I fear me, alas ! that there will he little reason to prevari- 
cate, to deny all spiritual access to her. Thy report, com- 
bined with mv terrified Catherine's, gives me but little hope 
for health or reason. But should she indeed recover, trust 
me she shall be happy yet." 

Great was the astonishment of the guards as they beheld 
their Sovereign fearlessly enter the chamber of a proclaimed 
Jewess— a word in their minds synonymous with the lowest, 
most degraded rank of being ; and yet more, to hear and 
perceive that she herself was administering relief The at- 
tendants of Isabella — whose curiosity was now more than 
satisfied, for the tale had been repeated with the usual exag- 
gerations, even to a belief that she had used the arts of sorce- 
ry on Morales— huddled together in groups, heaping every 
opprobrious epithet upon her, and accusing her of exposing 
them all to the horrors of purgatory by contaminating them 
with her presence. And as the Sovereign re-appeared in her 
saloon with the leech Benedicto, whose aid she had summon- 
ed, there were many who ventured to conjure her not to ex- 
pose herself to such pollution as the tending of a Jewess— 
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to leave her to the fate her fraud so merited. Even Catlie- 
rine, finding to disbelicTe the tale any longer was impossible, 
and awed and terrified at the niysterioua words of her com- 
panions, which told of danger to her heloved mistress, flung 
herself on her knees before her, clasping her robe to detaia 
her from again seeking the chamber of Marie. Then was 
tlie moment for a painter to have seized on the face and form 
of Isabella I Her eye flashed till its very color was undis- 
tinguishable, her lip curled, every feature— usually so mild 
and feminine — was so transformed by indignation into 
majesty and unutterable scorn as scarcely to have been re- 
cogniaed. Her slight and graceful form dilated tOl the \ery 
boldest cowered before her, even before she spoke; for never 
had they so encountered her reproof: — 

" Are ye women !" she said at length, in the quiet, con- 
centrated tone of strong emotion ; " or are we deceived as 
to the meaning of your words! Pollution ! Are we to see 
a young, unhappy being perish for want of sympathy and 
succor, because — forsooth — she is a Jewess! Danger to our 
soul ! We should indeed fear it; did we leave her to die, 
without one efibrt to restore health to the frame, and the 
peace of Christ to the mind! Has every spark of woman's 
nature faded from your hearts, that ye can speak thus 1 If 
for yourselves you fear, tend hor not, approach her not — we 
will ourselves give her the aid she needs. And as for thee," 
she continued severely, as she forced the now trembling 
Catherine to stand upright before her, "whoso energy to 
serve Marie we loved and applauded; child as thou art, 
must thou too speak of pollution 1 but example may have done 
this. Follow me, minion ; and then talk of pollution if thou 
canst !" And with a swift step Isabella led the way to the 
chamber of Marie. 

"Behold!" she aaid emphatically, as she pointed to the 
unhappy sufferer, who, though restored to life, was still ut- 
terly unconscious where she was or who surrounded her ; her 
clicek and brow, white and damp ; her large eye lustreless 
and wandering ; her lip and eyelid quivering convulsively ; 
her whole appearance proving too painfully that reiiaon had 
indeed, for the time, fled. The aoul had been strong till the 
draad i7ords were said ; but the re-action had been too much 
for uther frame or mind. " Catherine 1 thou ha^t seen her 
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in her teauty, the oherialied, tie beloved of all who knew 
her — seen her when no loveliness could mate with hera. Thou 
seost now the wreck that misery has made, though she has 
numbered but few more years than thou hast ! Detest, 
abhor, avoid her fmth — for that we command thee ; but her 
sex, her sorrow, have a claim to sympathy and aid, which 
not even her race can remove. Jewess though she be, if thou 
can look on her thus, and still speak of pollution and danger, 
thou art not what we deemed thee 1" * 

Struck to the heart, alike by the marked display of a 
miatreas ahe idolized and the sympathy her better nature 
really folt for Mario, Catherine sunk on her kneea by the 
couch, and burat into tears, Isabella watched lier till her 
uuusual indignation subsided, and then said more kindly, 
" It ia enough ; go, Catherine. If we judge theo rightly 
thou wilt not easily forget this lesson A I b d th ah 
hor her faith ; bat seek to win her tc th ght p th by g n 
tleness and love, not prejudice and hat 

" Oh 1 let me tarry here and t nd h my <T s 
Sovereign," implored Catherine, ag n 1 [ I ab 11 s 

robe and looking beseechingly in her la — but t m a y 
different feeling to the prompter ofth sm atnafw 
minutes before — " Oh, madam, do not send me from her 1 I 
will be ao gentle, ao active — watch, tend, serve ; only aay 
your Grace's bidding, and I wiU do it, if I stood by her 

"My bidding would be but the promptings of thine own 
heart, my girl," replied the Queen, fondly, for she saw the 
desired impression had been made. "If I need thee — which 
I may do— I will call upon thee ; but now, thou canst do 
nothing, but think kindly, and judge mercifully — important 
work indeed, if thou wouldst serve an erring and unhappy 
fellow-creature, with heart as well as hand. But now go: 
nay, not ao aorrowfully ; thy momentary fault is forgiven," 
she added, kindly, as she extended her hand towards the 
evidently pained and penitent maiden, who raised it grateful- 
ly and reverentially to her lips, and thoughtfully withdrew. 

It w nth wever,with her attend nt only th gener- 
n ani h hn nded princess had t c nt nd — th them 
h mpl w enough ; but the task was h n re diffi- 

cult wh n th f Uowing day, as King F d n nl hal antici- 
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pated, brought th t nS b Prior of St. Franoia to cl , 

in the chureh ra ti mmediate surrender of Marie. 

But Isabellii d formed never wavered. Mario 

was under h p t t n h said — an erring indeed, but 
an unhappy j atu who, by her very confession, had 

tbrown hers If n th ni y of her Sovereign — and she 
■would not del p th ha ge. In vain the Prior urged 

the abomination of a Jewess residing under her very roof^ 

the danger to her soul should she bo tempted to associate 
with her, and that granting protection to an avowed and 
blaspheming unbeliever must expose her to the suspicions, 
or, at least the censure of the church. Isabella was inesor- 
able. To his first and second clause she quietly answered as 
she had done to her own attendants ; his third only produced 
a calm and fearless smile. She knew too well, as did the 
Prior also, though for the time he chose to forget it, that hor 
character for munificent and heartfelt piety was too well es- 
tablished, not only in Spain but throughout Europe, to be 
shaken even by the protection of a Jewess. Father Francis 
then solicited to see her ; but even this point he could not 
gain. Isabella had, alas I no need to equivocate as to the 
reason of his non-admission to Marie. Reason had indeed 
returned, and with it the full sense of the dangers she had 
drawn upon herself; but neither frame nor mind was in a 
state to encounter such an interview as the Prior demanded. 
The severity of Father Francis originated, as we have be- 
fore remarked, neither in weak intellect nor selfish supersti- 
tion. Towards himself indeed he never relented either in 
severity or discipline ; towards others benevolence and hu- 
manity very often gained ascendency ; and something very 
like a tear glistened in his eye as Isabella forcibly portrayed 
the state in which Marie stilt remained. And when she con- 
cluded, by frankly imparting her intention, if health were 
indeed restored, to leave no means untried — even to pursue 
Borne degree of severity if nothing else would do — to wean 
her from^ her mistaken faith, he not only abandoned hia 
previous intentions, but commended and blessed the nobler 
purpose of his Sovereign. To his request that Marie might 
be restrained from all intercourse with the younger members 
of Isabella's female court — in fact, associate with none but 
atriot and unoompromisiag Catholics — the Queen readily ao- 
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:, granted him full permisaion to esam- 

n of Don Ferdinand Morales, that. any books 

or articles of dangerous or heretical import might be dis- 
covered and destroyed. 

With these concessions Father Francis left his Sovereign, 
affected at her goodness and astonished at her influence on 
himself. He had entered her presence believing nothing 
could charge the severity of his intentions or the narshness 
of his feelings ; he left her with the one entirely renounced, 
and the other utterly subdued. 

Such was the triumph of prejudice achieved by the lofty- 
minded and generous woman, who swayed the sceptre of 
Castile.* And yet, though every history of the time unites 
in so portraying her ; though her individual character was 
the noblest, the most magnanimous, the moet complete union 
of masculine Lntellcot with perfect womanhood, ever traced 
on the pages of the past j though under her publio adminis- 
tration her kingdom stood forth the noblest, the most refined, 
most generous, ay, and the freest, alike in national positior 
as in individual sentiment, amongst all the nations of Europ< 
Isabella's was the fated hand to sign two edicts,t whose coi 
sequences extinguished the lustre, diminished the virtues, 
enslaved the sentiments, checked the commerce, and in a 
word deteriorated the whole character of Spain. 

For fourteen days affairs remained the same. At the 
end of that period the castle and city of Segovia were thrown 
• We are authorized to give thia character to Isabella of Castile, 
and annex the lustre of such action to her memory ; as we know that 
even when, by the persuasions and ropreaentations of Tonjuemwia, 
tiie Inquisition was publicly established, Isabella constantly interfered 
her anthority to prevent seal from becoming inJmmantiy. Reniifered 
mutually penetoating by her peculiarly feeling and gentle nature, she 
disooverecf what was concealed from others, "That many enormiiies 
may be committed under the veil of religion— many innocent persons 
fiilsely accused; their rlchea bemg their only crime. Her exertions 
biiraght such things to light, and the subomers were punished accord- 
ing to their guilt."— Waebington iRYiNO'a Siege of Grimada.- 

Of Ferdinand too we are told, "JfcsjieMi la ju/risdictUm ecclesiastica, y 
armerno la reel:" he respected the eccIeBiaafical jurisdiction, but 
guarded or was jealous, for that of the crown. His determination, 
therefore, to refijse the church's interference in the case of Marie, 
though unusual to bis age, is warranted by his larger mind and freer 

t Tlie csfablishraent of the lociuiailiou, and expulsion of the Jews, 



Healed byGoogIc 



CHAPTER SXn. 

" Meekly had he bowed and prayed, 
As not disdaining priestly aid ; 
And while befoi-e the Prior tneeling, 
His heart was weaned from earUlly feeling : 
No more reproach, no more despair — 
No thought but heaven, no word but prayer." 

Time passed alowJy on, and no proof appeared to clear Arthur 
Stanley's fame. All that man's judgment could counsel, waa 
adopted — secret measures were taken throughout Spain, for 
the apprehension of any individual suspected of murder, or 
even of criminal deeds ; constant prayers offered up, that if 
Arthur Stanley were not the real murderer, proofs of his in- 
nocence might be made so evident that not even his greatest 
enemy could doubt any longer ; but all seemed of no avail. 
Week after week passed, and with the exception of one most 
mysterious occurrence, affairs remained the same. So strong 
was the belief of the nobles in his innocence, tliat the most 
strenuous exertions were made in his favor; but, strong as 
Ferdinand's own wish was to save him, his love of justice was 
still stronger ; though the testimony of Don Luis might be 
set aside, calm deliberation on all the evidenoe against him 
marked it as sufficiently strong to have sentenced any other 
so accused at onoe. The resolute determination to purge 
their kingdom from the black crimes of former years, which 
both sovereigns felt and unitedly acted upon, nrged thorn to 
conquer every private wish and feeling, rather than depart 
from the line laid down. The usual dispensers of justice, 
the Santa Hermandad— men chosen by their brother citiaena 
for their iuoid judgment, clearness of perception, and utter 
absence of all overplus of chivalrous feeling, in matters of 
cool dispassionate reasoning — were unaaimous in theii 'belief 
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in the prisoner's guilt, and only acquiesced in the month's 
reprieva, because it was Isabella's wish. Against their 
verdict what could be brought forward? In reality nothing 
but the prisoner's own strongly-attested innocence— an 
attestation most forcible in the minds of the Sovereign and 
the nobles, but of no weight whatever to men accustomed to 
weigh, and esamine, and cross-examine, and decide on proof, 
or at least from analogy, and never from an attestation, 
which the greatest criminals might as forcibly make. The 
power and election of these men Ferdinand and Isabella had 
confirmed How could they, then, interfere in the present 
ease, and shackle the judgment which they had endowed 
ffith authority, dispute and deny the sentence they had 
previously given permission to pronounce? Pardon they 
might, and restore to life and liberty; but the very act of 
pionouncing pardon supposed belief in and proclamation of 
guilt There was but one thing which could save him and 
satisfy justice, and that was the sentence of "not guilty." 
For this reason Ferdinand refused every petition for Stan- 
ley's reprieve, hoping indeed, spite of all reason, that even at 
the eleventh hour evidence of his innocence would and must 
appear. 

- Stanley himself had no such hope. All his better and 
higher nature had been called forth by the awful and myste- 
rious death. of Morales, dealt too by hia own sword — that 
sword which, in his wild passions, he had actually prayed 
might shed his blood. The film of passion had dropped 
ahke from mental and bodily vision. He beheld his irritated 
feelings in their true light, and knew himself in thought a 
murderer. He would have sacrificed life itself, could he but 
have recalled the words of insult offered to one so noble ; not 
for the danger to himself from their threatening nature, but 
for the iujurioHS injustice done to the man from whom he 
had received a hundred acts of little unobtrusive kin( 



e revered as the model of every thin^ 
virtuous and noble — services which Morales had rendered 
him, felt gratefully perhaps at the time, but forgotten in the 
absorption of thought or press of occupation during his 
sojourn in Sicily, now rushed back upon him, marking him 
ingrate as well as dishonored. All that had happened he re- 
garded as Divine judgment on an unspoken, uuaoted, but not 
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the leBS encouraged sin. The fact that his sword had dono 
the deed, convinced him that his deatniotion had heen con- 
nived at, 88 well as that of Morales. A suspicion as to the 
designer, if not the actnal doer of the need, had indeed taken 
possession of him ; but it was an idea so wild, so unfounded, 
that ho dared not give it words. 

From the idea of death, and such a death, his whole soul 
indeed revolted ; but to avert it seemed so utterly impossible, 
that he bent his proud spirit unceasingly to its anticipation ; 
and with the spiritual aid of the good and feeling Father 
Francis, in some degree succeeded. It was not the horror of 
his personal fate alone which bade him so shrink from death. 
Marie was free once more ; nay, had from the moment of her 
dread avowal — -made, he intuitively felt, to save him — become, 
if possible, dearer, more passionately loved than before. And, 
oh ! how terrible is the anticipation of early death to those 
that love I — the only trial which bids even tho most truly 
spiritual, yet while on earth still kuman heart, forget that if 
earth is loved and lovely, heaven m,ust he lovelier still. 

From Don Felix d'Estaban, his friendly warder, he heard 
of Isabella's humane intentions toward her ; that her senses 
had been restored, and she was, to all appearance, the same 
in health ae she had been since her husband's death ; only 
evidently suiiering more, which might be easily accounted 
for from tho changed position in which the knowledge of her 
unbelief had placed her with all the members of Isabella's 
court ; that Uie only agitation she had evinced was, when 
threatened with a visit from Father Francis — who, finding 
nothing in the mansion of Don Ferdinand Morales to con- 
firm the truth of her confession, had declared his conviction 
that there must be some secret chamber destined for her 
especial use. As if shrinking from the interview he demand- 
ed, Marie had said to the Senora. to whose care she had been 
intrusted — " He need not seek me to obtain this information. 
For my husband's sake alone I concealed the faith in which 
I glory. Let Father Francis remove a sliding panel beneath 
the tapestry behind the couch in my sleeping apartment, 
and he will find not only all he seeks, but the surest proof 
of my husband's care and tenderness for me, unbeliever 
though he might deem me." 

The discovery of this secret closet, Don Felix continued, 
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had caused much narvel tlirougl o it the court. WLere 
Moral had iounJ her or how he ould have reconciled his 
oona ence not only to it ake her h s wife, hut permit her the 
fiee eseicise of a religion accursed m the eight both of God 
and man, under his own roof, were questions impossible to 
solve, or reconcile with the character of orthodox Catholioisin 
he had so long borne. The examination had been conducted 
with the church's usual seerecj ; the volumes of heresy and 
unbelief (it did not signify that the word of God was amongst 
them) burnt; the silyer lamps and other ornaments melted 
down, to enrich, by an image of the virgin, the church of St. 
Francis ; the recess itself purified with incense and sprinkled 
with holy water ; the sign of the cross deeply burnt in the 
walls; and the panel which formed the secret entrance firmly 
fastened up, tbat its very existence should be forgotten. The 
matter, however, Don Felix added, was not publicly spoken 
of, as both the King and Queen, in conjunotiou with the Sub- 
Prior, seemed to wish all that had passed, in which Donna 
Marie was concerned, should be gradually forgotten. Don 
Ferdinand's vast possessions had, in consequence of his 
widow's being an unbeliever, and so having no power to 
inherit, reverted to the erown ; but in case of Marie's con- 
version, of which Don Felix appeared to entertain little 
doubt, the greater part would be restored to her. Till then, 
Marie was kept in strict confinement in the palace ; but all 
harsher measures Isabella had resolved to avoid. 

This intelligence relieved Stanley's mind of one painful 
dread, while it unconsciously increased his wish to live. 
Marie free ! a Catholic ! what could come between them 
then? Must she not love him, else why seek to save him! 
And then again the mystery darkened round her. A wild 
Buspicion as to the reed reason of her having wedded Ferdi- 
nand, had flitted across his mind ; but the words of Estaban so 
minut:ely repeated, seemed to banish it entirely; they alluded 
but to her husband's forbearing tenderness, felt the more in- 
tensely from its being extended by a zealous Catholic to one 
of a race usually so contemned and hated. In vain he tried 
to reconcile the seeming inconsistency of her conduct ; his 
thoughts only became the more confused and painful, till 
even the remembrance of her self devotion lost its power to 
soothe or to allay them. 
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When Don Felix again visited his prisoner, his counten- 
ance waa 80 espresHiye of consternation, that Stanley had 
scarcely power to ask what had occurred. Marie had dis- 
appeared from the castle so strangely and mysteriously, that 
not a trace or clue could be discovered of her path, Oon- 
sternation reigned within the palace j the King was full of 
wrath at the insult offered to his power ; the Queen even 
more grieved than angry. The guards stationed without 
the chamber had declared on oath that no one had passed 
them ; the Senoras Leon and Pas, who slept in the room 
adjoining, could tell nothing wherewith to explain the mysto- 
ry. la the first parossym of alarm they had declared the 
night had passed as usual ; hut on cooler reflection they re- 
membered starting from their sleep with the impression of a 
smothered cry, which having mingled with their dreams, and 
not being repeated, thoy had believed mere fancy. And this 
faint sound was the only sign, the only trace that her de- 
parture was not a voluntary act. 

"Father Francis! the arm of the church I" gasped Stan- 
ley, as Don Fells paused in his recital, astonished at the 
effect of his words on the prisoner, whose very respiration 



"Father Francis has solemnly sworn," he replied, "that 
neither he nor any of his brethren had connived at an act of 
such especial disrespect to the sovereign power, and of in- 
justice towards the Queen. Torquemada is still absent, or 
suspicion night rest on him — he is stern enough even for 
such a deed; but how could even he have withdrawn her 
from the castle without discovery?" 

" Can she not have departed voluntarily?" inquired Stan- 
ley, with sudden hope. " The cry you mention may indeed 
have been but fancy. Is it not likely that fear as to her fato 
may have prompted her to seek safety in flight?" 

" Her Grace thinks not, else some clue as to her path must, 
ere this, have been discovered. Besides, escape was literally 
impossible without the aid of magic, which however her ac- 
cursed race know well how to use.' The guards must have 
seen her, had she passed her own threshold in any human 
form. The casement waa untouched, remaining exactly as 
the Senora Leon secured it with her own hand the preceding 
evening; and, even had she thenco descended to the ground. 
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she could Lave goae no further from the high and guarded 
walla. It may be magic : if so, and the devil hides himself 
in so fair a form, the saints preserve us ! for we know not in 
whom nest he will be hid," So spoke, gravely, seriously, 
Tindonbtingly, a wise and thoughtful Spanish noble, of the 
fifteenth century ; and so then thought the whole European 
world. Stanley scarcely heard the last words ; for in hia 
mind, however sorcery might be synouymoua with Judaism, 
it certainly was not with Mark; and he could only realize 
the fact of the utter impossibility of a voluntary flight. 

'iHad the Queen seen her since her trial?" he inq^uircd. 

" She had not ; a fact which deepens her distress ; for 
she fancies had Marie been nearer her person, and aware of 
the full extent of her merciful intentions, this might have 
been averted. She believes that the smothered ory alluded 
to was really Donna Marie's ; but, if so, what the dark power 
ia, which has so trampled on the royal prerogative, is plunged 
in aa impenetrable mystery as every thing else, in which 
Donna Marie has been concerned," 

" Even the same dark power which seeks my destruction, 
and laid Morales low," replied Stanley, more as if thinking 
aloud than addressing his companion ; "and when the clue 
to one mystery is found, the rest will follow. Some fiend 
from hell is at work around us Morales is gone, Marie baa 
followed, and I shall be the nest ; and then, perhaps, the 
demon's reign will end, and the saints of heaven triumph." 

" Would to heaven a Jewess had never come amongst 
■ua," was the rejoinder ; " there is always evil in their train." 
And the blood rushed to Arthur's cheek, his haiid involun- 
tarily clenched, and hia eye glanced defiance towards Don 
Felis, as if, even at such a moment, insult even in thought 
towards Marie should not pass unquestioned ; but he re- 
trained himself, and the emotion was unnoticed. 

From that day so engrossed were the thoughts of the 
prisoner with vain speculations as to the fate of Marie, that 
the fact of his own position remaining the same, and his 
hours of life waning fast, seemed actually unheeded. From 
Don Felix, in various visits, he heard that Marie was no 
longer publicly spoken of; the excitement occasioned alike 
by her avowal and disappearance was fast Jading from the 
imagination of the populace. The public jousts and festivals. 



Healed byGoogIc 



166 THE VALE OF cedaeb; 

intended to celebrate the visit of the sovereigns, but which 
Morales'a death and the events ensuing had so painfully sus- 
pended, were recommencing, and men flocked to them, aa 
glad to escape from the mourning and mystery which had 
Held sway so long. 

And now only three days Intervened ere the expiration 
of the given month ; and each day did the Sub-Prior of St. 
Francis pass with the prisoner, exhorting, comforting, and 
Btrengthening him for the dread passage through which it 
was now too evident his soul must pass to eternity. It was 
with difficulty and pain, 'that Stanley could even then so 
cease to think of Marie, m to prepare himself with fitting 
sobriety and humility for the fate impending ; but the warm 
sympathy of Father Francis, whose fine feelings had never 
been blunted by a life of rigid seclusion, won him 1« listen 
and to join in his prayers, and, gradually weaning hia 
thoughts from their earthly resting, raised them to that 
heaven which, if he truly repented of sin, the good father 
assured him, waa fast opening f h' n TJnl th ' 'olable 
seal of confession, Arthur aek wl d^ d h d p and long- 
cherished love for Marie, his d 1 k b hu band which 
naturally followed the di.^co f h ma and the 

evil passions thence arising ; bu h n wa d n the 

reiteration of his innoeeuoe ; add n ha h pa bed no 
man with his death. The sen e wa u aoc d n to the 
appearances against him. Had he himself been amongst hia 
judgia. his own sentence would have been the same. Yet 
still he was innocent; and Father Francis so believed liim 
that, after pronouncing absolution and blessing, he hastened 
from the prisoner to the King to implore a yet longer re- 
prieve. But Ferdinand, though more moved by the Prior's 
recital than he chose to display, remained firm ; he had 
pledged his kingly word to the chief of the Santa Herman- 
dad that the award of justice should not be waived without 
proof of innocence, and he could not draw back. One 
chance only he granted, urged to do so by an irresistible im- 
pulse, whieh how often comes we know not wherefore, til! 
the event marks it as the whisper of some guardian ange!, 
who has looked into the futurity concealed from us. The 
hour of the eseoution had been originally fixed for the sixth 
hour of the morning ; it was postponed till noon. 
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The morning dawned, and with its first beams came 
Father Francis to the prisoner. He found him calm and re- 
Bigned : his last thought of earth was to commend Marie, if 
ever fonnd, to the holy father's care, conjuring him to deal 
gently and mercifully with a spirit so broken, and lead her 
to the sole fountain of peace hy kindness, not by wrath ; and 
to tell her how faithfully he had loved her to the last. Much 
affected, Father Francis promised — aye, even to protect, if 
possible, an unbeliever. Aud Stanley once mtre knelt in 

Jrayer, every earthly thought at rest. The last quarter-holl 
ad chimed ; and ere it ceased, the step of Don Felix was 
heard in the passage, followed by the heavy tramp of the 
guard. The Prior looked eagerly in the noble's conntenanee 
as he entered, hoping even then to read reprieve ; but the 
stern yet sad solemnity on Don Felix's face betrayed the 
hope was vain. The hour had indeed come, and Arthur 
Stanley was led forth to death 1 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

"Oh! blissfhl days, 
When aJl man worship God aa conscience wills 1 
Far other Hmea our fethers' grandsires knew. 
What tho' the skeptic's scorn hath dared to soil 
The record of their fame ! What tho' the men 
Of worldly minds have dared to stigmatize 
The GTster-cause Religion and tlie Law 
With Saperatition's name ! Yet, yet their deeds, 
Thehr constancy in torture and in death — 

OnH 
Tola 

Gbah,,mk. 

Retrospection Is not pleasant in a narrative ; hut, if Mario 
has indeed excited any interest in our readers, they will for- 
give the necessity, and look back a few weeks ere they again 
arrive at the eventful day with which our last chapter closed. 
All that Don Felix had reported concerning the widow of 
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Morales was correct. The first stunning effects of her dread 
avowal were recovered, sense was entirely restored, but the 
ahort-lived energy had gone. The trial to passively endure 
is far more terrible than tliat which is called upon to act and 
do. She soon diseoTered that, though nursed and treated 
with kindness, she was a prisoner in her own apartments. 
Wish to leavethem she had nono, and scarcely the physical 
strength j but to sit idly down under the pressure of a double 
dread — the prisoner's fat« and her own sentence— to have no 
call for energy, not a being for whom to rouse herself and 
lijFe, not one for whose sake she might forget herself and win 
future happiness bypresent exertion; the Past,one yearning 
memory for the hushand, who had so soothed and cherished 
her, when any other would have cast her from his heart as a 
worthless thing ; the Present, fraught with thoughts she 
dared not think, and words she might not breathe ; the very 

Erayer for Stanley's safety cheeked — for what could he be to 
er t — the Future shrouded in a pall so dense, she could not 
road a line of its dark page, for the torch of Hope was extin- 
guished, and it is only by her light we can look forward ; Is- 
abella's affection apparently lost for ever ; was it marvel 
energy and hope had so departed, or that a deadening des- 
pondency seemed to crush her heart and sap the very springs 
of life? 

But in the midst of that dense gloom one ray there w 
feeble indeed at first as if human suffering had deadei 
even that, but brightening and strengthening with every 
passing day. It was the sincerity of her faith — the dearer, 
more precious to its followers, from the scorn and condemna- 
tion in which it was held by man. 

The fact that the most Catholic kingdom of Spain, waa 
literally peopled with secret Jews, brands this unhappy 
people, with a degree of hypocrisy, in addition to the various 
other evil propensities with which they have been so plenti- 
fully charged. May, even amongst themselves in modern 
times, this charge has gained ascendency; and the romance- 
writer who would make use of this extraordinary truth, to 
vividly picture the condition of the Spanish Jews, is accused 
of vilifying the nation, by reporting practices, opposed to the 
upright dictates of the religion of the Lord. It is well to 
pronounce such judgment now, that the liberal position which 
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we occupy m most lands, would render it the teiglit of dia- 
eiiaulation, and tjpocriay, to conceal our faith ; but tojudgo 
correctly of the secret adherence to Judaism and public pro- 
fession of Catholicism which characterized our ancestors in 
Spain, we must transport ourselves not only to the cminti-y 
hut to the time, and recall the awfully degraded, crashiug, 
aad stagnating position which acknowledged Judaism occu- 
pied over the whole known world. As early as 600 — as soon, 
m fact, as the disputes and prosecutions of Arian against 
Catholic, and Catholic against Arian, had been checked hy 
lie whole of Spain being subdued and governed by Catholic 
kings — intolerance began to work against the Jews, who had 
been settled in vast numbers in Spain since the reign of the 
Emperor Adnan ; some authorities assert still earlier.* They 
were, therefore, nearly the original colonists of the country, 
and regarded it with almost as much attachment as they 
had felt towards Judea. When persecution began to work, 
" 90,000 Jews were compelled to receive the sacrament of 
baptism," the bodies of the more obstinate tortured, and their 
fortunes confiscated j and yet — a remarkable instance of in- 
consistency — they mere not permitted to leave Spain; and 
this species of persecution continued from 600 downwards. 
Once or twice edicts of expulsion were issued, but speedily 
recalled ; the tyrants being unwilling to dismiss victims whom 
they delighted to torture, or deprive themselves of industri- 
ous slaves over whom they might exercise a lucrative oppres- 
sion ;" and a statute was enacted, " that the Jews who had been 
baptized should be constrained, for the honor of the church, 
to persevere in the external ptactice of a religion which they 
ymwardly disbelieved and detested."! 

How, then, can compelled obedience to this statute bo 
termed hypocrisy? Persecution, privation, tyi-anny, may 
torture and destroy the body, but thoy cannot force the mind 
to the adoption of, and belief in tenets, from which the very 
treatment they commanded must urge it to revolt. Of tho 

* Basnage asserta that the Jews were iutroduced into Spain by the 
fleet of Soloman, and the arms of Nehuchadnezzar, and tliat Hadrian 
transported for^ Bunisaiid families of the tribe of Jndah, and ten 
th-Ousmid of the tribe of Beiy'amin, etc, 

t "Gibbon's Decline and Fall," vol. 6, chap, sxxvii, from which 
all the prnvioua sentences in inverted commas have been extracted. 
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90,000 Jews forcibly baptized by order of Sisebut, and eoa- 
Htrained to tbe external profession of Catliolicism, not ten, in 
all probability, became actually Christiana. And yet how 
would it have availed them to relapse into the public profes- 
sion of the faith they so obeyed and loved in secret? To 
leave the country was utterly impossible. It is easy to talk 
now of such prooeedings being their right course of acting, 
when every land is open to the departure and entrance ot 
every creed; but it was widely different then, and, even if 
they could have quitted Spain, there was not a spot of ground, 
in the whole European and Asiatic world, where persecution, 
extortion, and banishment would not equally have been their 
doom. Constant relapses into external as well as internal 
Judaism there were, but they were but the signal for increas- 
ed misery to the whole nation ; and by degrees thoy ceased. 
It was from the forcible baptism of the 90 000 Hebrews, by 
Siaebut, that we may trace the origin of the secret Jews. 
from father to son, frona mother to daughter, the solemn 
secret descended, and gradually spread, stdl m its inviolable 
nature, through every rank and every profession, from the 
highest priest to the lowest friar, tbe general to the (..ommon 
soldier, the noble to the peasant, over the whcle land. There 
were indeed some few in Spain, before the final edict of ex- 
pulsion in 1492, who were Hebrews in external profession as 
well as internal observance; but their condition was so de- 
graded, BO scorned, so exposed to constant suffering, that it 
was not in human nature voluntarily to sink down to them, 
when, by tbe mere continnance of external Catholicism — which 
from its universality, its long existence, and being in fact a 
rigidly enforced statute of the state, could not be regarded 
either as hypocrisy or sin— they could take their station 
amongst the very highest and noblest of the land, and rise 
to eminence and power in any profession, civil, military, 
or religious, which they might prefer. The subject is bo full 
of philosophical inquiry, that in the limits of a romance we 
cannot possibly do it justice; but to accuse the secret Jews 
of Spain of hypocrisy, of departing from the pure odinancea 
of their religion, because compelled to simulate Catholicism, 
is taking indeed but a one-handed, short-sighted view of an 
extensive and intensely interesting topic. We may often 
hope for ^G present by considering the changes of \hii.past ; 
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Irat to attempt to pronoimoe judgment on the sentiinenta of 
the past bj reasoning of the present, when the mind is always 
advancing, is one of the weakest and idlest fallacies that ever 
entered the human breast. 

Digression as this is, it is necessary clearly to compre- 
hend the situation in whicli Marie's avowal of her religion 
had placed her, and her reason for so carefully wording her 
information as to the existence of the secret closet, that no 
suspicion might attach itseif to the religion of her Imsband. 
Her confession sent a shock, which vibrated not only through 
Isabella's immediate court, but through every part of Spain. 
Suspicion once aroused, none knew where it might end, or on 
whom fall. In her first impulse to save Arthur, she had only 
thought of what such confession might bring to herself indi- 
vidually, and that was, comparatively, easy to endure ; but as 
the esoitement ceased, as the dread truth dawned upon her, 
that, if he must die at the expiration of the given month, her 
avowal had been utterly useless, the dread of its consequences, 
to the numerous secret members of her faith appalled her, and 
caused the firm resolve under no circumstances to betray the 
religion of her husband. Him indeed it could not harm ; but 
that one so high in rank, in influeuee, in fa,vor with sovereigns 
and people, was only outwardly a Catholic, might have most 
fatal consequences on all his brethren. That he should have 
wedded a Jewess might excite surprise, but nothing more ; 
and in the midst of her varied sufieriugs she could rejoice 
that all suspicion as to his race and faith had been averted. 
Sho felt thankful also at being kept so close a prisoner, for 
e dreaded the wrath of those whom her avowal might have 



unwittingly injured, 
before, and she migl t j tly t mbl 
might bring upon he f m h ' 

as she was under Is b 11 b w 

might feel the vibrat b t d 1 

by the adoption of y m ag 

would be taken by th C th 1 1 m 
Knowing this, h 1 p y h 

obtain mental stren th ffi t d 
either from severity 
the faith of her fath 
her Father in heavei 



tth 



known 
It nt it 

pi A long 



y te ptation, 
h k gly to 
■ • i of 



th 11 h I wlj trust 



Healed byGoogIc 



172 THE VALE OP CEDAES; 

ftnd fervid feelings of her nature, to fill the yearning void 
within her woman's heart with his image, and so subdue 
every human love It seeinod to her vivid fancy as if all the 
misfortunes she had encountered sprung from her fir^st sin — 
that of loving a Nazarene. Hers was not the age to make 
allowances for oirouni stances in contradistinction to actual 
deeds. Then, as unhappily but too often now, all were suffer- 
ings from a misplaced affection— sprung, not from her fault, hut 
from the mistaken kiiidaess which it exposed her to without 
due warning of her danger. Educated with the strong belief, 
that to love or wed, beyond the pale of her own people was 
the greatest sin she could commit, short of actual apoBtaey, 
that impression, though not strong enough, so to conquer 
human nature, as to arm against love, returned with double 
force, as sorrow after sorrow gathered round her, and there 
were none beside her to whisper and strengthen, with the 
blessed truth that G-od afflicts yet more in meroy than, in 
wrath ; and that his decrees, however fraught with human 
anguish, are hut blessings in disguise — blessings, sown indeed 
with tears on earth, to reap their deathless fruit in heaven. 

But though firmly believing all her suffering was deserv- 
ed, aware that when she first loved Arthur, the rebel-thought 
— ■' Why am I of a race so apart and hated 1" had very fre- 
quently entered her heart, tempting her at times with fearful 
violence to give up all for love of man ; yet Marie knew that 
the God of her fathers was a God of love, calling even upon 
the greatest sinner to return to him repentant and amend- 
ing, and that even as a little child suoh should be forgiven. 
He had indeed proclaimed himself a jealous God, and would 
have no idol-worship, were it by wood or stone, or, far more 
dangerous, of human love ; and she prayed unceasingly for 
strength to return to Him with an undivided heart, even if 
to do so demanded not only separation from Stanley— but a 
trial in her desolate position almost as severe — the loss of 
Isabella's confidence and love. 

Few words passed between Marie and her guardians ; 
their manner was kind and gentle, hut intercourse between 
rigid Catholics and a prockimed Jewess, could not be other 
wise than restrained. From the time that reason returned, 
the Queen had not visited her, doing actual violence to her 
own inclinations from the mistaken — but in that age and to her 
character natural — dread that the affection aud interest she 
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felt towards Marie porsonaUy, would lessen the sentiments o( 
loatliing and abhorrence with which it was her duty to regard 
ter faith. laahella had within herself all tlio qualifications 
of a martyr. Onoe impressed that it was a religious duty, 
she would do violence to her most cherished wishes, sacrifice 
her dearest desires, her hest affections, reaign her most eager- 
ly pursued plans — not without saffering indeed, hut, accord- 
ing to the mistaken tenets of her religion, the greater per- 
sonal suffering, the more meritorious was the deed believed 
to be. This spirit would, had she lived in an age when the 
Catholic faith was the persecuted, not the persecutor, have 
led her a willing martyr to the stake; as it was, this same 
spirit led to the establishment of the Inquisition, and ex- 
pulsion of the Jews — deeds so awful in their eonseijuences, 
that the actual motive of the woman-heart which prompted 
them is utterly forgotten, and herself condemned. We must 
indeed deplore the mistaken tenets that could obtain such 
influence— deplore that mau could so pervert the service of 
a Q-od of love, as to believe and inculcate that such things 
oould be acceptable to Him ; but we should pause, and ask, 
if we ourselves had been influenced by such teaching, could 
we break from it? ere we condemn. 

it could so enter into the real 

ion for Arthur's sake, that it 

while at the very s 



Isabella's own devoted 
■ason of Marie's self abnegati 



the knowledge of her being a Jewess, whom she had always 
been taught and believed must be accursed in the sight of 
God, and lost eternally unless brought to believe in Jesus, 
urged her entirely to conquer that affection, lest its indulgence 
should interfere with her resolution, if kindness failed, by 
severity to ecomplish her own version. She was too weak in 
health, and Isabella intuitively felt too terribly anxious as 
to young Stanley's fate, to attempt any thing till after the 
expiration of the month ; and she passed ftat interval in 
endeavoring to calm down her own feelings towards her. 

So fifteen days elapsed. On the evening of the fifteenth, 
Marie, feeling unusually exhausted, had sunk down, without 
disrobing, on her couch, and at length fell into a slumber so 
deep and calm, that her guardians, fearing to disturb it, and 
aware that her dress was so loose and light, it could not 
annoy her, retired softly to their own chamber without 
arousing her. How many hours this lethargic sleep lasted, 
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Marie knew n t b t w at leogth broken by a dream of 
terror, and lly vid, that its impression lasted 

even through, he t He reality which it heralded. She 
beheld Arthu Staul y the acEuffold about to receive the 
Beatenoe of i law— th bl ck, the axe, the executioner with 
his arm rai d and appa n ly already deluged in blood-^the 
gaping crowd — 11 I f tul appurtenances of an execution 
were distinctly tra<ied, and she thought she sprung towards 
Stanley, who clasped her in his arms, and the oxecutioner, 
instead of endeavoring to part them, smiled grimly as rejoic- 
ing in having two victims instead of one ; and as he smiled, 
the eouutenauce seemed to change from being entirely un- 
known to the saeering features of the hated Don Luis Garcia. 
She seemed to oling yet closer to Stanley, and knelt witli 
him to receive the blow; when, at that moment, the scaffold 
shock violeatly, as by the shock of aa earthquake, a dark 
chashm yawned beneath their feet, in the centre of which 
stood the spectral figure of her husband, his countenance 
ghastlj aad stern, and his arm upraised aa beckoning her to 
join him. And then he spoke; but his voice sounded unlike 

" Marie Henric[uea Morales I awake, arise, and follow !" 
And with such extraordinary clearness did the words fall, 
that she started up in terror, believing they laust have been 
spoken by her side — and they were ! they might have min- 
gled with, perhaps even created her dream. She still lay on 
her couch ; but it seemed to have sunk down through the 
very floor of the apartment* she had occupied, and at its' 
foot stood a figure, who, with upraised arm held before her a 
wooden cross. His cowl was closely drawn, and a black robe, 
of the coarsest serge, was secured round his waist by a hom- 

Een cord. Whether he had indeed spoken the words she had 
eard in her dream Marie could not tell, for they were not 
repeated. She saw him approach her, and she felt his strong 
graap lift her from the couch, which sprung up, by the touch 
of some secret spring, to the place whence it had descended; 
and she heard no more. 

* I may l)e luicused in this scene, of too closely imitating a some- 
what similar occurrence in Anne of Geirelein. Such seeming plagiarism 
was scarcely possible to be avoided, when the superstitious proceed- 
ings of the vekmic tribunal of Germany and the secret Inqu&ition of 
&..- "d by history as so yeiy similar. 
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" IsiEEi,.— Ha ! little honor to bo nmcli believed, 

And moat pemicioua purpose-^seuming, seeming. 

I will prockim thee, Angelo 1 look for t ; 

Siern me a present pardon 

(^, with an outstretch'd throat, TU feU the world 

Aloud what man thou art. 
" Anqelo.— Who will beliere theel 

jiy unaoil'd name, th' auatereness of my lif^ 

My voni* against you, and my place r the State, 

WiU so your accusation overwe^h 

That you will stifle in your own report 

The smile of Calumny." !jhaii3Pe< bR. 

When Marie recovered consciousness, she found terself ia a, 
scene so strange, so terrific, that it appeared as if she mnst 
haye heen horne many miles from Segovia, so utterly impo^ 
sihle did it seem, that suob. awful orgies could be enacted 
within any short distance of the sovereigns' palace, or their 
subjects' homos. She stood in the centre of a large vaulted 



subterranean hall, which,. from the i 
trances to divers passages and smaller chambers that Opci.oM 
on every side, appeared to extend far and wide beneath the 
very bowels of the earth. It was lighted with torches, but so 
dimly, that the gloom exaggerated the horrors, which the par- 
tial light disclosed. Instruments of torture of any and every 
kind— the rack, the wheel, the serew, the cord, and fire- 
groups of unearthiy-looking figures, all clad in the coaJ-se 
black serge and hempen belt; some with their faoes con- 
cealed by hideous masks, and others enveloped m tlie ecwls, 
through which only the eyes could be distinguished the 
fisure of the cross p th 1 t nd nd that mblcm 
of divine peace, infl tn hh bl t t n their fel- 

n that the pn h k f m tl ^'^ \ ,, ^°^ 



i it the mere i 
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saw them in actual h h 1 th h k nd g o 

the hapless victims at tm m ngl d th th b t i leeis 
and jests of their fi d 1 to m n h m At take m 

at one view every p f t t that uld 1 nSieted, 
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Gvery pain that could be endured ; and yet, conaparatiTeJy, 
but a few of tte actual sufferers were viaibie. The shrillest 
Bounds of agoay came from ike gloomy arches, in which no 
object could be distinguished. 

Whatever suffering meets the sight, it does not so exqui- 
sitely affect tie brain as that which reaches it through the 
ear. At the former the heart inay bleed and turn sick ; but 
at the latter the brain seems, for the moment, wrought into 
frenzy ; and, even though personally in safety, it is scarcely 
possible to restrain the same sounds from bursting forth. 
How then must those shrill sounds of human agony have 
fallen on the hapless Marie, recognizing as she did with ths 
rapidity of thought, in the awful scene around her, the main 
hall of that mysterioAis and terrible tribunal, whoso existence 
from her earliest infancy had been impressed upon her 
mind, as a double incentive to guard the secret of ber faith ; 
that very Inquisition, from which her own grandfather, Ju- 
lien Henriquez, had fled, and in which the less fortunate 
grandfather of her slaughtered husband, had been tortured 
and burnt. 

For a second she stood mnte and motionless, as turned 
to stone ; then, pressing both hands tightly on her temples, 
she sunk down at the feet of her conductor, and sought in 
words to beseech his mercy ; but her white lips gave vent to 
no sound save a shriek, so wild that it seemed, for the mo- 
ment, to drown ali other sorrows, and startle even the hu- 
ipian fiends around her. Her conductor himself started back; 
but quickly recovering — 

" Fool I" he muttered, as he rudely raised her. " I have 
no power to aid thee ; come before the Superior — we must 
all obey — ask him, implore him, for mercy, not me." 

He bore her roughly to a recess, divided off at the upper 
end of the hall, by a thick black drapery, in whieh sat the 
Grand Inquisitor and his two colleagues. One or two fami- 
liars were behind them, and a secretary sat near a table co- 
vered with black cloth, and on which were several writing 
implements. All wore masks of black crape, so thick that 
not a feature could be discerned with sufficient clearness for 
recognition elsewhere ; yet, one glance on the stem, motion- 
leas £gure, desigtiated as the Grand Inquisitor, sufficed to 
bid every drop of blood recede from the prisoner's heart with 



Healed byGoogIc 



177 

human terror, at the very same moment that it endowed the 
woman with such suporuattLral fortitude that her very form 
seemed to dilate, and her largo eye and ioTely mouth ex- 
pressed — if it could be, in such a scene and such an hour — 
unutterable BOom. Antipathy, even as love, will pierce dis- 

{;nise i and that one glance, lit up with almost bewildering 
ight, in the prisoner's mind, link after link of what had be- 
fore been impenetrable mystery. Her husband's discovery 
of her former love for Arthur ; bis murder ; the suspicion 
thrown on Stanley ; her own summons as witness against 
him ; her present danger ; all, all were traced to one indivi- 
dual, one still working and most guilty passion, which she, 
in her gentle purity and holy strength, had scorned. She 
could not be deceived — the mystery that surrounded him 
was solved — antipathy explained ; and Marie's earthly fate 
lay in Don Luis Garcia's hands ! The Grand Inquisitor 
read in that glance that he was known ; and for a brief mi- 
nute a strange, an incomprehensible sensation, thrilled 
through him. It could scarcely have been fear, when one 
gesture of his hand would destine that frail being to torture, 
imprisonment, and death ; and yet never before in his whole 
life of wickedness; had he experienced such a feeling as he 
did at that moment beneath at woman's holy gaze. Anger at 
himself for the sensation, momentary as it was, increased the 
virulence of other passions ; but then was not the hour for 
their betrayal. In low, deep tones, he eonimenced the mock- 
ery of a trial. That her avowal of her faith would elude 
torture, by at once condemning her to the flames, was disre- 
garded. She was formally accused of blasphemy and he- 
resy, and threatened with the severest vengeance of the 
church which she had reviled ; but that this ease of per- 
sonal guilt would be mercifully laid aside for the present, 
for still more important considerations. Was her late hus- 
band, they demanded, of the same blaspheming creed as her- 
self? And a list of names, comprising some of the highest 
femilies of Spain, was read out and laid before her, with the 
stern command to affix a mark against all who, like herself, 
had relapsed into the foal heresy of their ancestors — to do 
tliis, or the torture should wring it from her. 

But the weakness of humanity had passed ; and so calm, 
flo' coUected, so firm, was the prisoner's resolute refusal to 
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answer eitliet question, ttat th fa 1 t wliom phe had 
olung for mercy looked at h wtk w nl Again and 
again she was questioned; nst n nt f torture were 
brought before her— one of th t. t and si ghtest used- 
more to tflrrifj than actually t t tu f hat was not jet 
the G-rand Inquisitor's design d 1 11 h was firm, calm, 
nnalterable in her resolution to refuse reply. And then Don 
Luis spoke of mercy, which was to consist of imprisonment 
in solitude and darkness, to allow time for reflection on her 
final answer — a concession, he said, in a tone far more terri- 
fying to Marie than even the horrors around her, only grant- 
ed in consideration of her age and sex. None opposed the 
sentence ; and she was conducted to a close and narrow cell, 
in which no light could penetrate save through a narrow 
chink in the loof 

How many days and nights thus passed the hapless pri- 
soner could pot have told, for there was nothing to mark the 
hours. Her food was delivered to her hy means of a turn- 
Borew in the wall, so that not even the sight of a fellow- 
creature could disturb her solitude, or give her the faintest 
hope of exciting human pity. Her sole hope, her sole re- 
fuge was in prayer ; and, oh ! how blessed was the calm, the 
confidence it gave. 

So scanty was her allowance of food, that more than onoo 
the thought crossed her, whether or not, death by famine 
would be her allotted doom ; and human nature shuddered, 
but the spirit did not quail ! Hour after hour passed, she 
knew not whether it was night or day, -when the gloom of 
her dungeon was suddenly illumined ; die knew not at first 
how or whence, so noiseless was the entrance of the intru- 
der, but gradually she traced the light to a small lamp held 
in the hand of a shrouded individual, whom she recognized 
at once. There waa one fearful thrill of mortal dread, one 
voiceless cry for strength from Heaven, and Marie Morales 
Btood before Don Luis erect and calm, and firm as in her 
hour of pride. 

Garcia now attempted no concealment. His mask had 
been cast aside, and his features gleamed without any eflbrt 
at hypocritical restraint, in all the unholy passions of his 
soul. We will not pollute our pages with transcribing the 
fearful words of passions contending in their nature, yet 



Healed byGoogIc 



Uttiled in their object, with wMch the pure ear of liia pris- 
oner was first assailed — still lingering desire, yet liate, wrath, 
frnj, tliat she should dare still oppose, and scorn, and loathe 
him ; rage with himself, that, strive as he might, even he was 
baffled by the angel purity around her ; longing to wreak 
Bpon her every torture that his hellish office gave him un- 
eheeked power to inflict, yet fearing that, if he did so, death 
would release her ere his object was attained ; all strove and 
raged within him, making his bosom a very hell, from which 
there was no retracting, yet whose very flamos incited deeper 
fary towards the being whom he believed their cause. 

_" Aod solitu-de, -darkn^s, privation — have they so little 
availed that thoa wilt tempt far fiercer sufferings?" he at 
length demanded, struggling to veil his fury in a quiet, con- 
centrated tone. " Thou hast but neared the threshold of the 
tortures which one look, one gesture of my hand, oan gather 
around thee ; tortures which the strongest sinew, the firmest 
mind, have been unable to sustain — how will that weakened 
frame endure?" 

" It can but die," replied the prisoner, " as nobler and 
better ones have done before me !" 

"Die!" repeated Garcia, and he laughed mockingly. 
" Thinkest thou we know our trade so little that such release 
oan baffle us ? I tell thee, pain of itself has never yet had 
power to kill ; and we have learned the measure of endu- 
rance in the human form so well, that wo have never yet 
been checked by death, ere our ends were gained. And 
so wUi it be with thee, boldly as now thou speakest. Thou 
hast but tasted pain I" 

" Better the sharpest torture than thy hated presence," 
calmly rejoined Marie. " My soul thou canst not touch." 

" Soul ! Has a Jewess a soul ? Nay, by my faith, thou 
talkest bravely ! An thou hast, thou hadst best be mine, 
and so share my salvation ; there's none for such as thee." 

" Man !" burst indignantly from the prisoner. " Share 
thy salvation ! Great God of Israel ! that men like these 
have power to persecute thy children for their faith, and do 
it in thy name ! And speak of mercy ! Thou hast but 
given me another incentive for endurance," she continued, 
more calmly addressing her tormentor. " If salvation be 
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denied to ua, and granted ttee, I would refuse it with m^ 
dying breath ; such faitli is not of God I" 

" I came not hither to enter on sncli idle quibbles," wa& 
the reiomder. " It matters not to me what thou art after 
death, but before it mine thou shalt be. What hinders me, 
at this very moment, from working my will upon thee 5 Who 
will bear thy cry ? or, hearing, wOl approach thee 3 These 
walls have heard too many sounds of human agony to bcai 
tliy voice to those who could have mercy. Tempt me not 
by thy Bcom too far. What holds me from thee now V 

"What holds thee from me? Gonl" replied the pris- 
oner, in a tone of such thrilling, such supernatural energy, 
that Garcia actually started as if some other voice than hera 
had spoken, and she saw Mm glance fearfully round. " Thou 
diirest not touch me 1 Ay, villain — blackest and basest as 
thou art-thou darest not do it. The God thine acts, yet 
more than thy words blaspheme, withholds thee— and thou 
knowest it !" 

" I defy him !" were the awful words that answered her; 
and Don Lais sprang forwards. 

" Back I" exclaimed the heroic girl. " Advance one step 
nearer, and thy vengeance, even as thy passion, will alike be 
foiled — and may God forgive the deed I do." 

She shook down the beautiful tresses of her long luxu- 
riant hair, and, parting them with both hands around her 
delicate throat, stood calmly waiting in Don Luis's move- 
ment the signal for her own dostraotion. 

" E'ool !" he muttered, as involuntarily he fell back, awed 

^Ln spite of his every effort to the contrary— at a firmness 

as unexpected as it was unwavering " Fool I Thou knowest 
not the power it is thy idle pleasure to defy ; thou wilt learn 
it all too soon, and then m vain regret thy scorn of my 
proffer now. Thou hast added tenfold to my wild yearning 
for revenge on thy former scorn— tenfold ! ay, twice tenfold, 
to thy own tortures. Yet, once more, I bid thee panse and 
choose. Foois there are, who dare all personal physical tor- 
ment, and yet shrink and quail before the thought of death for 
a beloved one. Idiots, who for others, sacrifice themselves ; 
perchance thou wilt be one of them. Listen, and tremble ; 
or, sacrifice, and save! When in thy haughty pride, and 
aemth of thy power, thou didst scorn me, and bidding me, with 
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galliQg contempt, go from thy presQuce aa if I were a loath- 
Borne reptile, unwortiy even of tliy tread, I bade thee beware, 
and to myself swore vengeance. And knoweat thou how that 
was accompliahed? Who led thy doting husband where 
he might hear thine own lips proclaim thy falsity? Who 
poisoned the chaliee of life, which had bean so sweet, ere it 
was dashed from Ma lips by death ?^ Who oommanded the 
murderer's blow, and the weapon with which it was accom- 
plished? Who laid the charge of his murder on the foreign 
minion, and brought thee in evidence against him i Who 
but I— even 1 1 And if I have done all this, thinkeat thou 
to elude my further vengeance? I tell thee, if thou refuse 
the grace I proffer, Arthur Stanley dies ; accept it, and he 

" And not at such a price would Artlmr Stanley wish to 
1 plied Marie cabnly. " He would spurn existence 

pur 1 I thus." 

Ay perchance, if he knew it ; but be it as thou wilt, he 
sb 11 k w thou couldst have saved him and refused." 

And thinkest thou he will believe thee 1 As little as I 
b 1 d him my husband's murderer. How little knowest 
huh trust of love 1 He will not die," she continued em- 
pl llyj "hia innocence shall save him— thy crime be 

Ay " replied G-aroia, with a sneering laugh. "Give 
thyself wings as a bird, and still stone walls will enoii-ele 
thee ; dwindle into thin air, and gain the outer world, and 
tell thy tale, and charge Don Luis Glarcia with the deed, and 
who will believe thee? Thinkest thon I would have boasted 
of my triumphant vengeance to aught who could betray me? 
Why my very tool, the willing minister of my vengeance — 
who slew Morales merely because I bade him— might not 
Hve, lest he should be tempted to betray me ; I slew him 
with my own hand. What sayest thou now— shall Stanley 
live, if I say Let him die?" , 

There was no reply, but he looked in vain for any dimi- 
nution in the undaunted resolution which still sustained her. 

" I go," he continued, after a pause. " Yet, once more, I 
charge thee choose ; accept the terms I proffer— be mine— 
and thou art saved from all further torture thyself; and Stan- 
ley lives. Refuse, and the English minion dies ; and when 
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thou and I nest meet, it will be where torture and execu- 
tioners wait but my nod to inflict auoh suffering that thoa 

wilt die a thousand deaths in every pang. And, Jewess 

unbeliever aa thou art — ^who will dare believe it more than 
public justice, or accuse me of other than the zeal, whioh the 
service of Christ demands ? Choose, and quickly— wilt 
thou accept my proffers, and be mine 1 Thou must, at last. 
What avails this idle folly of tempting torture first?" 

" Thou mayest kill ray body, but thou canst not pollute 
my soul," was the instant reply, and its tones were un- 
changed. "And as for Stanley, his life or death is not iu 
thine hands ; but if it were, I could not— nay, thus I would 
not— save him. I reject thy proffers, as I scorn thyself. 
Now leave me— I have chosen !" 

_ Don Luis did not reply, but Marie beheld his cheek grow 
iivid, and the foam actually gather on his lip ; but the calm 
and holy gaze she had fixed upon him, as he spoke, quailed 
not, nor changed. The invisible door of her cell closed with 
a deep, sullen sound, as if her tormentor had thus, in some 
measure, given vent to the unutterable fury shaking his soul 
to its centre; and Marie was alone. She stood for many, 
many' minutes, in the fearful dread of his return ; and then 
she raised her hand to her brow, and her lip blanched and 
quivered, and, with a long, gasping breath, she sunk down 
upon tlie cold floor — all the heroine lost in an agonized burst 
«f tears. 



CHAPTER XXY. 



If it but pause to feel and thinlc. 
There is no time to dread his fete : 
No thought but one— too late, too li 



Too soon did Mario realize the power of Don Luis to ezer' 
cise his threatened vengeance ! Two days after that terri- 
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ble mtervlew, she was again dragged to the hall of judg- 
ment ; the same questions were proposed as before, whether 
or not she would denounce the secret followers of her own 
creed and confess her late husband's real belief; and the 
same firm answers given. We shrink In loathing from the 
delineation of horrible tortures applied to that frail and gen- 
tle being— shrink, for we know that such things actually have 
been ; and women— joung, lovely, inoffensive as Mane Wo- 
rales— have endured the same exquisite agony for the same 
iniquitous purpose! In public, charged to denounce mnt^ 
cent fellow-beings, or suffer ; in private— in those dark and 
fearful cells— exposed to all the horror and terror of such 
persecution as we have faintly endeavored to describe. It is 
no picture of the imagination, delighting to dwell on horror^ 
Would that it were ! Its parallel will he found, agam and 
' ■ the annals— not of the Inquisition alone 
state where the Eomanists held 

But Marie's prayer for superhuman strength had been 
heard No cry, scaroely a groan escaped her. She saw Don 
Luis at her side she hciid h s hissing whisper that there 
was yet time to wtract and be released ; but she deigned 
him no reply whatever It was not his purpose to try her 
endurance to the utm st in the first, second, or third trial; 
though, 80 enraged at her cilmness, as scarcely to be abEe to 
restrain it even betcro his colleagues, and with difficulty con- 
trolling his fiendish desire to increase the torture to its ut- 
most at once, he remanded her to her dungeon till bis fur- 
ther pleasure should be known. She had fainted under the 
intolerable pain, and lay for many successive hours, too ex- 
hausted even to raise to her parched lips the pitcher of water 
lying near her. And even the gradual cessation of suttering, 
the sensation of returning power, brought with them the 
agonized thought, that they did but herald increased and 
increasing torture, , , , i 

One night— she knew not how long after she had been 
remanded to her cell, but, counting by suffering, it felt many 
weary nights and days— she sunk into a sleep or trance, 
which transported her to her early home in the Vale oi Oe- 
dars Her mother seemed again to stand before her ; and 
she thought, as she heard her caressing voice, and met the 
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glaDce of her dove-like ejes, she laid hev head on hor bosom, 
as she was wont to do in her happy childhood ; and peace 
seemed to sink into hor heart so blessedly, so deeply, that the 
very fever of her frame departed. A voice aroused her with 
a start ; it was so like her mother's, that the dream seemed 
lingering still. 

" Marie, my beloved one," mijrmured the voice, and a 
breath fanned her cheek, as if some one were leading over 
her. She uncioaed her eyes— the words, the voice, still so 
kept up the illusion, though the tones were deeper than a 
woman's, that even the hated dress of a familiar of the Inqui- 
sition could not create alarm, " Hast thou forgotten me, 
my child? But it matters not now. Say only thou wilt 
trust me, and safety lies before us. The fiends hold not their 
hellish court to-night; and the arch-fiend himself is far dis 
tant, OB a sudden summons from the King, which, though 
tho grand Inquisitor might scorn, Don Luis will obey. Wilt 
come with me, my child!" 

" Ay, any where I That voice could not deceive : but 'tis 
all vain," she continued, the first acoeutB of awakened hope 
lost in despondency — " I cannot rise." 

" It needs not. Do thou hold the laptem, Marie ; utter 
not a word — oheok even thy breath — and the God of thy 
fathers shall save thee jet." 

He raised her gently in his arms ; and the hope of liber- 
ty, of rescue from Don Luis, gave her strength to grasp tha 
)ight to guide them. She could not trace their way, but she 
felt they left the dungeon, and traversed many long, damp, 
and narrow passages, seemingly excavated in the solid eartk 
All was silent, and dark as the tomb; now and then her 
guide paused, as if to listen ; but there was no sound. He 
knew well the secret paths he trod. 

Tho rapid motion, even the sudden change, almost de- 
prived Mane of consciousness. She was only sensible, by a 
suddeu change from the oiose, damp, passages to the free 
breezes of night, that she was is the open air, and apparently 
a much freer path ; that still her guide pressed swiftly on- 
wards, apparently scarcely feeling her light weight ; that, 
after a lengthened interval, she was laid tenderly on a soft, 
luxurious couch — at least, so it seemed, compared with the 
cold floor of her cell j that the blessed words of thanlisgiving 
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that she waa safe broke from that strangely famlHar 70106 ; 
and she asked no more — seemed e¥en to wish no more — so 
completely was all physical power prostrated. She lay calm 
and still, oonacious only that she was saved. Hor guide him- 
self for some time disturbed her not ; but after changing hia 
dress, and preparing a draught of cooling herba, he knelt 
down, raised her head on his knee wiiJi almost woman's ten- 
derness, and, holding the draught to her lips, said, gently— 

" Drink, beloved child of my sainted sister ; there is life 
and health in the draught," 

Hastily swallowing it, Marie gazed wildly in his face,— 
The habiliments of the familiar had Oeen ehangod for those 
of a Benedictine monk ; his cowl thrown hack, and the now 
well remembered countenance of her uncle Julien was beam- 
ing over her. In an instant, the arm oho could still use was 
thrown round him, and her head buiiBd in his bosom ; every 
pulse throbbing with the inexpressible joy of finding, when 
moat desolate, one relative to love and save her still. Julien 
left not his work of healing and of security incomplete ; 
gradually he decreased, hj the constant application of linen 
bathed in some cooling fluid, the scorching fire which still 
seemed to burn within the maimed and shrivelled limb; 
P ted the thick masses of dishevelled hair from her burn- 
n^j te nples, and bathed them with some cooling and reviving 
e n e gently removed the sable robes, and replaced them 
w h the dress of a young novice which he had provided; 
con ealei her hair beneath the white linen hood, and then, 
adm n stering a potion which he knew would produce deep 
and ref eshiug sleep, and so effectually calm the" fevered 
ne ves she sunk down on the soft moss and heath which 
fo m d h r conch, and slept calmly and sweetly as an infant 
for m ny hours. 

Jul en Morales had entered Segovia in hia monkish garb, 
as was frequently his custom, on the evening of the trial.-— 
The excitement of the whole city naturally called forth hia 
queries as to its cause ; and the information imparted — the 
murder of Don Eerdinand, and incomprehensible avowal of 
Judaism on the part of his niece — demanded a powerful 
exercise of self-control to prevent, bj a betrayal of unusual 
grief and horror, hia near relationship to both parties, Ho- 
vering about the palace, he heard of Isabella's merciful inten- 
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tions towards Marie ; and feeling that hi3 presence might 
only agitate, and could in nothing avail her, ho had resohed 
on leaving the eity withont aeeing her, when her myaterioua 
disappearance excited all Segovia anew. 

julien Morales alone, perhaps, amidst hundreds, in his 
own mind solved the mystery at once. Well did he know 
the esistence of the secret Inquisition. As we narrated in 
one of our early chapters, the fate of his father had so fixed 
itself upon his mind, that he had hound himself hy a secret, 
though solemn oath, as his avenger. To accomplish this 
fully, he had actually spent ten years of his life as familiar 
in the Inquisition, The fate of Pon Luis's predecessor had 
been plunged in tlio deepest mystery. Some whispered his 
death was hy a subtle poison ; others, that his murderer had 
Bought him in the dead of night, and, instead of treacherous- 
ly dealing the blow, had awakened him, and hade him con- 
fess his crimes— one especially ; and acknowledge that if the 
mandate of the Eternal, " Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by 
man shall bis blood be shed," were still to govern man,.hia 
death was but an act of justic* which might not be eluded. 
Whether these whispered rumors had to do with Julien 
Morales or not, we leave to the judgment of our readers. — 
Suffice it, that not only was his vow accomplished, but, during 
his ten years' residence in these subterranean halls, be natu- 
rally became familiarized with ail their secret passages and 
invisible means of egress and ingress— not only to the appa- 
rently private homes of unoffensive citizens, but into the 
wild tracts of country ecattei'cd round. By one of these ha 
had, in iaot, effected his own escape ; aaid in the mild and 
benevolent Benedictine monk — known alike to the cities and 
solitudes of Spain — none would have recognized the former 
familiar of the Inquisition, and still less have imagined him 
the being which in reality ho 'was— a faithful and believing 

To him, then, it was easy to connect. the disappearance of 
Marie with the existence of the Holy Office, even though he 
was entirely ignorant of Gareia's ulterior designs. In an 
i^ony of apprehension, he resolved on saving her if possi- 
ble, even while be trembled at the delay which must neces- 
sarily ensue ere ho could arrange and execute bis plans, more 
especially as it was dangerous ' ' ' ' 
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in their accomplishrnent. With all his haste aod skill he 
was not in time to save lier frdni the barbarity of her inia- 
named judges. His very soul was wrung, as he stood 
amongst the familiars a silent witness of her sufferings ; but 
to interfere was impossible. One thing, however, was favor- 
able. He iinew she would not be again disturbed till a suf- 
ficient time had elapsed for the recovery of such strength as 
would enable her to endure further torture ; and he had, 
therefore, some time before him for their flight. 

Her voluutary avowal of her faith — aware too, as she 
was, of the esistenoe of the Inquisition — had, indeed, per- 
plexed the good uncle greatly ; but she was in no state, even 
when partially recovered from physical weakness, to enter 
into explanation thoa. He saw she was unhappy, and the 
loss of her husband might well account for it. To the 
rumors which had reached him in Segovia, as to the suppo- 
sitions of the real cause of Stanley's enmity to Morales, and 
Marie's self-saorifico, he would not even listen, so completely 
without foundation did they seem to him. 

The second evening after their escape, they left the cave 
to pursue their journey, Father Ambrose — for so, now he 
has resumed his monkish garb, we must term Julien — had 
provided a mule for the novice's use ; and thus they leisure- 
ly traversed the desolate and mountainous tract forming the 
boundaries of the provinces now termed old and new Castile. 
Neither uncle nor niece spoke of their destined goal ; Marie 
intuitively felt she was proceeding to the Vale of Cedars, 
the only place of safety now for her ; but, so engrossed was 
her mind with the vaiu thought how to save Arthur, that for 
herself she could not frame a wish. 

The second evening of their journey they entered a 
email, straggling village, so completely buried in mountains 
that ifa existence was unknown save to its own rustic inhab- 
itants. The appearance of a monk evidently caused an 
unusual excitement, which was speedily explained. The 
chief of the villagers appi^oaehed Father Ambrose, and, 
addressing him with the greatest respect, entreated liim to 
follow him to his house, where, he said, lay a man at the 
point of death, who had, from the time he became aware of 
his dangerous position, incessantly called for a priest to 
shrive him from some dcadiy sin. He had been found, the 
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villager contimied, in a deep pit sunk in a solitary glen half 
way to Segovia, with every appearance of attempted murder, 
which, being supposed complete, the assassins had thrown 
him into the pit to conceal their deed ; but chancing to hear 
his groans as he passed, he had rescued him, and hoped to 
have cured his wounds. For three weeks they ssemed to 
progress favorably, but then fever — occurring, he thought, 
from great restlessness of mind— had rapidly increased, and, 
after ten days of fearful struggle between life and death 
mortification had ensued, and hope could exist no longer 
At first, Perez added, he seemed to shrink from the idea oi 
priestly aid, only harping on one theme — to get strength 
enough to reach Segovia, and speak to the King. They ha4 
thought him mad, but humored him ; but now he wai 
almost furious in his wild cries for a priest, not only t6 
shrive Hm, but to bear his message to the King. They hai 
tried to gratify him, but their distance from any town oi 
monastery had prevented it ; and they now, therefore, hailed 
Father Ambrose almost as sent from heaven to save a ainnei 
by absolution ere he died. 

This tale was told as the monk and novice hastened with 
Perez to his house. The poor inhabitants thronged his path 
to crave a blessing, and proffer every attention their simple 
means afforded. Fearing for Marie, Julien's only care waa 
for the supposed novice ; and therefore Perez, at his request, 
eagerly led her to a large comfortable chamber, far removed 
from the bustle of the house, and left her to repose. But 
repose was not at that moment possible, even though her 
slightly returning strength was exhausted, from the fatigue 
of a long day's travel Fruit and cates were before her ; 
but, though her mouth waa pai ohed and dry, she turned from 
them in loathing ; and mtermmable seemed the space till 
Father Ambrose returned Ere he -spoke, he carefully closed 
and secured the door, and exclaimed in a low, cautious tone, 
" My child, this is indeed the fanger of a righteous God — 
blessed be His name I The unhappy man to whose dying 
bed they brought me— 

" Is the murderer of my husband ! interposed Marie in 
a tone of almost unnatural calmness " I knew it from the 
first moment Perez spoke We have but to think of one 
thing now — Stanley is innocent, and must be saved 1" 
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" And shall be, if possible, my oliilJ ; but tJiPre are fear- 
ful diffioultiea in the way. The unliappj man ooujures me 
not to leave iiim, and is in such a hornhle atate of mental 
and bodily agony that I fear if I do, he will commit some 
act of violence on himself, and so render his evidence of no 
avail We are not much above aisty miles from Segovia, but 
the roads are cross and rugged ; so that it will need steadi- 
ness and speed, and instant audience with the King." 

" Buttime— have we time ?" reiterated Marie. " Say but 
there is time, and every other difficulty shall be smoothed." 

" There is full time : the execution is not till the second 
day after to-morrow. Nay, my child," he added, observing 
her look of doubting bewilderment, "suffering makes the 
hours seem longer than they are. Pear not for time, but 
counsel me whom to send. Who amongst these poor ig- 
norant rustics will ever reaoh the King — or, failing him, the 
Chief Hermano — and make his tale so sufficiently clear as to 
release the prisoner, and send messengers here with the ne- 
cessary speed to take down this man's confession ? He can- 
not linger two daj'S more. Would that I could go myself; 
but I can leave neither him nor thee." 

" And it needs not," was the firm reply. " Father, I my- 
self will do thy errand. There must be no delay, no chance 
of hesitation in its aecomplishTaent. Ah I do not look upon 
me as if my words were wild and vain ; were there other 
means I would not speak them — but he must be saved 1 ' 

"And again at the sacrifice of thy safety— perchance thy 
life ! Marie, Marie ! what hold has this young stranger 
npon thee that thou shoaldest twice so peril thyself? Thy 
life is dearer to roe than his— I cannot grant thy boon." 

" Nay, but thou must. Listen to me, my second father ! 
If Stanley dies, his blood is on my head I" And struggling 
with strong emotion, she poured forth her whole talo. 

"And thou lovest him still — him, a Nazarene — thou, 
child, wife, of an unstained race I And is it for this, thy 
aeal to save him V ejaculated Julien, retreating several paces 
fromher— "Can itber 

" I would save him because he is innocent— because he 
has borne more than enough for me ; for aught else, thou 
wrongest me, fether. He will never be to me more than ha 
IB now." 
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It was impossible to resist tlie tone of mournful reproach 
in wliich thoee simple words were said. Julien pressed her 
to his bosom, bade God bleas her, and promised, if indeed 
there were no other means, her plan should he adopted; ob- 
ieotion after objection, indeed, he brought forward, but all 
were overruled. She pledged herself to retain her disguise, 
a,nd to retura with Perez, without hesitation, and accompany 
her uncle to the vale, aa intended. But that she should 
start at once, he positively refused, , How could she hope to 
accomplish her journey without, at least, two hours' repose t 
It was then late in the evening. At six the nest morning 
all should be ready for her journey, and thei-e would be still 
more than twenty-four hours before her ; Marie tried to be 
content, but the horrible dread of being too late did not 
leave her for a moment, even in sleep, and inexpressibly 
thankful was she when the morning dawned. Julien's 
provident care had been active while she slept. Perez, flat- 
tered at the trust reposed in him, had offered himself to ac- 
company the young novice to Segovia : and at the appointed 
hour he was ready, mounted himself, and leading a strong, 
docile palfrey for brother Ernest's use. He_ knew an hos- 
tellerie, he said, about twenty miles from the city, where their 
Kteeds could be changed ; and promised by two hours after 
noon, the very latest, the novice should be with the King. 
It could be done in leas time, he said ; but Hs reverence had 
told him the poor boy was unusually delicate, and had, more- 
over, lost the use of his left arm ; and he thought, aa there 
was 80 much time before them, it was needless to exhaust hia 
strength before hia errand was done, Julien expressed hia 
entire satisfaction, gave them his blessing, and they were 
rapidly out of .sight. 

Oaoe or twice they halted to give their horses rest and 
refresh themselves ; but so absorbed were the senses of 
Matie, that she waa unconscious of fatigue. Every mile 
they traversed seemed bearing a heavy load from her cheat, 
and enabling her to breathe more freely ; while the fresh 
breeze and exciting exercise seemed actually to revive her. 
It wanted rather more than an hour for noon when they 
reached the hostellerie mentioned by Perez. Two fleet and 
beautiful horses were speedily provided for them, bread and 
fruit partaken, and Perez, ready mounted, waa tasting the 
stirrup cup, when his friend demanded — 
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" Is it to Segovia je are boimd 1" 

" Yea, man, on an important errand, charged by his rev- 
erence Father Ambrose Limseif," 

" His reverence should have sent you two hours earlier, 
and you would have been in time for one of the finest sighta 
seen since Isabella— God bless her I— begun to reign. They 
were common enough a few years back." 

" What sight ? and why am I not in time 1" 

" Now, art thou not the veriest rustic to be so entirely 
ignorant of the world's doings ? "Why, to-day is the solemn 
execution of the young foreigner whom they believe uc have 
murdered Don Ferdinand Morales— the saints preserve 
him I He is so brave a fellow, they say, that had it not been 
for this confounded hostellerie I would have made an effort 
to he present : I love to see how a brave man meets death. 
It was to have been two hours after day-break this morning, 
but Jnan here tells me it was postponed till noon. The 
King — " 

He was proceeding, when he waa startled by a sharp cry, 
aad Perez, hastily turning, caught the novice as he was in 
the act of falling from his horse. In an instant, however, 
he recovered, and esolaiming, in a thrilling tone of excite- 

" Father Ambrose said life or death hung upon our speed 
and promptness ; he knew not the short interval allowed us. 
This young foreigner is innocent — the real murderer is dis- 
covered. On — , on, for mercy, or we shall bo too late?"-— 
gav« his horse the rein, and the animal started off at full 
speed. Perez waa at his side in an instant, leaving his friend 
open-mouthed with astonishment, and retailing the marvel- 
I w t tw ty 1 ft eat quarters in as many seconds. 

\t wdw ikn; not a moment did the fiery 

L g h It th h dlong way. On, on they went ; 

w d n d craggy steeps ; on, through the 

h f, t t d th p ecipitous glen j on, through the 

f t d th pi w th the same unwavering pace. Eo- 
p t dlj d d "M b reel, and her heart grow sick, and 

h 1 mb 1 Up either to guide or feel ; hut she 

n th p k fl gg 1 — convulsively she grasped the 

d 1 d h y s the voice and hand of her com- 
pnn glthirtda swifter and vet swifter on. 
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An exclamation from Perez roused her. The turrets 
of Segovia were vieible in the distance, glittering in the 
brilliant sun ; hut her blood-shot eje turned with sickening 
earnestness more towards the latter object than the former. 
It had not yet attained its full meridian-— a quarter of an 
hour, perhaps twenty miautes, was still before them. But 
the strength of their horsoa was flagging, foam covered their 
glossy hides, their nostrils were distended, they breathed 
hard, and frequently snorted — the short, quick, sound of 
coming powerlessnoss. Their steady pace wavered, their 
heads drooped ; but, still urged on by Perez's encouraging 
voice, they exerted themselves to the utmost — at times dart- 
ing several paces suddenly forward, then stumbling heavily 
on. The cold dew stood on Etiarie's brow, and every pulse 
seemed stilled. They passed the outer gates — they stood 
on the brow of a hill commanding a view of the whole city. 
The castle seemed but a stone's throw from them ; but the 
sound of muffled drums and other martial instruments were 
borne towards them on the air. Multitudes were thronging 
in one direction ; the Calle Soledad seemed one mass of hu- 
man heads, save where the scaffold raised its frightful sign 
above them. Soldiers were advancing, forming a thin, glit- 
tering line through the crowds. In their centre stood the 
prisoner. On, again, dashed the chargers — scarcely a hun- 
dred yards separated them from the palace-gate. Wildly 
Marie glanced baek once more — there wore figures on the 
scaffold. And at that moment— borue in the stillness more 
loudly, more heavily than usual, or, at least, so it seemed to 
her tortured senses — the huge boll of the castle chimed the 
hour of noon ! 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

"The ontmoat crowd have heard a sound, 
Like horse's hoof on harden'd ground ; 
Nearer it came, and yet mora near— 
The very dcathamen pause to hear !" 

SiK WjtLTEE. Scott. 

In hia private closet, far removed from the exeitement stir- 
ring without, King Ferdinand was sitting, on tlie moiuicg 
appointed for Stanley's execution : several maps and plana 
were before him, over which he appeared intently engaged ; 
bt ywdthhbw tJ hhd dliia 
J wd dfmtt bjtibll waa t w k in a 
ftlwlw lim li warlike 

pi d te g w mly t 11 h m as he 

u dhm If t p k t th m 1 t wi h whim 
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too dearly, and occasioned 


ker loss to be 


mourned, yet 


more than at the moment of ker death. 


The hour of noon chimed, and Ferdinand, with unusual 



emotion, pushed the papers from him, 

" There goes the knell of as brave and true a heart aa 
ever beat," he said, " If he be innocent — as I believe kirn 
— may Heaven forgive kis murderer ! Hark 1 what is that i" 
he continued hurriedly, as the last chime ceased to vibrate ; 
and, striding to the door of his cabinet he fluug it open and 
listened intently. 

" Some one seeks tke King ! follow me, Isabel. By St. 
Francis, we may save him yet I" he exclaimed, and rapidly 
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tlireading the numerous passages, in lesa than a minute he 
Btood witbin the liall. 

" Who wills speecli of Ferdinand 1" he demanded. " Let 
him step forth at onee and do his errand." 

" I seek thee, King of Spain !" waa the instant answer, 
and a joung lad in the white garb of a Benedictine novice, 
staggered forwards, " Arthnr Stanley is innooont I The 
real murderer is discovered ; he lies at the point of death 
sixty miles henoe. Send— take his confesBion ; hut do not 
wait for that. Fly, or it is too late. I see it — the axe is 
raised — is flashing in tlie sun ; oh, stop it ere it falls !" And 
■with the wild effort to loose the grasp of an old soldier, who 
more supportod than detained him, his exhausted strength 
gave way, and they laid him, white, stiff, and speechless, oa 
a settle near. 

With his first word, however, Ferdinand had turned to a 
trusty soldier, and bade him " fly to stop the work of death ;" 
and the man needed not a second bidding ; he darted from 
the hall, flew through the castle-jard, repeated the words to 
the first individual he met, by whom it was repeated to 
another, and by him again on and on till it reached the 
crowds around the scaffold ; where it spread like wild-fire 
from mouth to mouth, reaching the ear of Don Felix, even 
before his eye caught the rapidly advancing soldier, whom 
be recognized at once as one of his Sovereign's private 
guards ; impelling him, with an almost instinctive movement, 
to catch the upraised arm of the esecutioner at the very 
instant he was about to strike. 

"Wherefore this delay, Don Felix? it is but a cruel 
mercy," sternly inquired the Chief Hermano, whose office 
bad led him also to the scaffold. 

" Behold, and listen : praised bo the holy saints, be is 
saved I" was the rapid reply, as the voice of the soldier close 
by the foot of tho scaffold, was distinguished bidding them 
" Hold ! hold ! the King commands it. He is innocent; the 
real murderer is discovered I" and then followed a shout, so 
loud, so exulting, that it seemed to have burst from'those 
assembled hundreds at the same instant. The prisoner 
heard it, indeed ; but to his bewildered senses — taking the 
place as it did of the expected blow — it was so utterly 
neaningless that he neither moved nor spoke ; and even Doa 
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Felis's friendly voice charging him—" Up, Stanley ! up, man I 
thou art saved — time innocence made known '" failed to 
conviDCe him of the truth. He rose from his knees ; but his 
limbs shook, and ins face— which had changed neither hue 
nor expression when he had knelt for the fatal blow— was 
colorless as marble. He laid his trembling hand on Father 
Francis's arm, and tried to speak, but he could Eot utter a 
sound. 

" 'Tia true, my belo¥od son : thy sinful thoughts have 
been sufficiently chastised ; and the mercy of Heaven pub- 
licly revealed. Our prayers have not been said in vain ■ 
thine mnocence is known— the guilty one discovered I" ' 
To doubt these solemn accents was impossible, and though 
the effort was mighty to prevent it, Nature would have 
sway, and Stanley Idhhd thP md 

turst into tears. A d th w Id h t th t w k 

seemed to clarion fo th th 11 g d 1 f th h ( 

■weakness, which onshplydm ttlmt m 

hearts dead to the vo f N t ^h h p d 

King Ferdinand h d n t b dl wh 1 th t g 

scene was enacting; r, t g b fly b t d t tly h 
villager who had ac mp d h th 1 tt t U 

remaining in a state f h tnp IdgU q 
from him. Perez, h w Id ly p t th 1 d 

words when informed th t tl t f & S( 1 v 

was to take place th t d y T th Amb h d m ly 
told him tliat he (P 1 h d d d m t mp t at 
service to more than o d 1 Ilyh mp t 

of the dying man, who d t imumc^te with the King 
was no idie raving. He had also charged him to take par- 
tioular care of the young novice, who was ailing and weakly ■ 
that tho emergency of the present case alone had compelled 
him to send the lad to Segovia, as his dress and ability n ght 
gain him a quicker admission to the K g Q th n 

the rude appearance and uncouth diale t f h p 

The father had also requested him to u th ffi wh 
the King might send to take the dying m f t 

travel at their utmost speed, for he th ht d th w < 
preaching fast. ' 

With his usual rapidity of thought 11 F d 

nand's orders were given and so quickly b y d th t n 
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Wop. ae .ninl ot tie S.b-Prior ..d Don Felk will. 11. 
retaed primer, » b.id of me», te.ded b, Don Abnjo and 
two ot thi ohief offioer. of tie S.nl. Herm.nd.d, l.d .Ir.mlr 
.Mrted tor tie ,illi«e. Tie King .till r.tam.d Peiei, not onlj 
to r.,«d tin libSllj, tat th.t hi. 1.1. n^bt b. ..poittrf 
to th. proper .ntborities, »nd oompured with that ot the no- 
yice aa soon as be had aufaciently recoveredto give it. The 
entr'anee of St.nlej olleotnall, prevented hi. g.vmg more than 
a pitying gknoe toward, the poor boj, who had been raned 
on one of the benobea, surrounded by the aoldiers, wbo were 
doing all tbeip rude kindneaa .ugge.ted to revive bim 

laabell. bad followed hor hn.band to Ih. hall and been a 
ouiet but penetrative observer of all that followed. She bad 
Marted a. tho voice of th. noviee n.t h.r ear, and made a 
few hasty step, forward ; but then oheeked beraelf, and jm- 
etly watibed the proceedinga of the .oldi.rs. Perceiving how 
whollv ineffectual their efforts appeared, abe advanced to- 
wards tbem With the most reverential affection the men 






warns uucui. i, i^" ~-" — , 

made way for her. They had been so accuBtomed 
on the hattle-field, tending tlie wounded and the dj 
ing their anguish and removing their cares, ay, and more 
thin once doing the same kindly office in their rude and lowly 
homes, that her appearance and gentle tending of tlie hoy, 
excited no surprise whatever. She motioned them all back, 
apparently to allow a free current of air— m reabty, to pre- 
vent them from adopting her own suspicions ; she did not ro- 
moTe the somewhat nnusnally tightly-secured hood ; but for 
her one glance on that white and chiselled face was sufii- 
oient Her skill was at length successful, and with the first 
symptom of returning animation, she left him to the soldiers, 
and pined the throng around the King; but her eye, which 
from long use, appeared literally endowed with power to take 
in every desired object, however separated, at one glance, still 
watched him as he painfuUy endeavored to rise, and threw 
searching glance towards the principal group. His eyes 
ed a fuU minute on the prisoner, with an expression which 



rested 



resteii a luu minute on ijicpiiouuo, ^aiaa.*^ ^^[..~. 
Isabella alone, perhaps, of all in that hall, could ..— - _ 
momentary crimson flushed his cheek, and then his face was 
bowed in his spread hands, and his slight frame shook, with 
the fervor of the thanksgiving, wUoh his whole soul out- 
poured. 
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Perceiving that 1 1 d h d d h Perez 

referred all the eag q to h m f g bewil- 

dered at the marvell f m f h m If la own 

opinion, from an ign wh h d the in- 

terior of a town, to h p m ted mp f h ereign 

and hia cobles, and f I hell d h d from 

her liis a few word f k dl 1 1 was al- 

most an effort to sp d 1 1 h b k to hia 

Tillage and aatound 1 m 11 d U to mph over 

his friend, the host 1 k p h 1 I h might, 

had never been so h d 

" Come hither, hoy," said Ferdinand kindly ; and «he no- 
vice slowly and with evident reluctance obeyed. " We eould 
almost wish .thy tastes had pointed elsewhere than the church, 
that OUT acknowledgments of thy exertions in our service 
might he more substantial than mere thanks ; however, thy 
patron saint shall not want a grateful offering. Nay, our 
presence is surely not so terrible that thou shouldst tremble 
thus, poor child 1 Hast thou aught more to communicate 1 — 
aught for our private ear, or that of her Highness our con- 
sort 1 If not, we will not exhaust thy little strength by use- 
less questions." 

In a tone so low and faltering, that Eerdinand was oblig- 
ed to bend down his head to hear, the novice replied, that if 
messengers had been despatched to the village, his errand 
was sufficiently aeeomplished. Father Ambrose had merely 
charged him to say that the real murderer had himself con- 
fessed Ms crime, and that the sin had been incited, by such 
a horrible train of secret guilt, that all particulars were de- 
ferred till they could be imparted to the authorities of Jus- 
tice, and by them to the sovereigns themselves. For him- 
self he only asked permission to return to the village with 
Perez, and rejoin, his guardian, Father Ambrose, as soon as 
his Grace would please to dismiss him, 

" Thou must not — shalt not — return without my poor 
thanks, my young preserver," exclaimed Stanley, with emo- 
tion. " Had it not been for exertions which have well nigh 
exhausted thee, exertions as gratuitous as noble— for what 
am I to thee I— my honor might have been saved indeed, but 
my life would have paid a felon's forfeit. Would that I could 
serve thee — thou shouldst not find me ungrateful ! Give ma 
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thiue hand, at least, as pledge that shouldst thou ever need 
—if not for thyself, for others — thou wilt seek me without 



The! 



e hoy laid Lis hand on Stanley's without hesitation, 
hut without speaking ; he merely raised his heavy eyes a 
moment to his face, and vainly did Stanley endeavor to ac- 
count for the thriU which shot through his heart so suddenly 
as almost to take away his breath, as he felt the soft touoa 
of that little hand and met that momentary glance. 

Who has not felt the extraordinary power of a tone — a 
look — a touch ? which, 

" ToucWng th' electric oiam, wherewith wo are darkly bound," 

fills the heart and mind with irresistiblo impulses, engrossing 
thoughts, and startling memories, all defined and united, and 
yet lasting for so brief a moment that we are scarcely able to 
realize their existence ere they are gone — -and so completely, 
that we perples ourselves again and again with the vain ef- 
fort to recall their subject or their meaning. And so it was 
with Stanley. The thrill passed and he could not even trace 
its origin or flitting thought ; he only saw a Benedictine no- 
vice before him ; he only felt regret that there was no appar 
rent means with which he could evince his gratitude. 

On Father Francis offering to take charge of the boy, till 
his strength was sufficiently renovated to permit his safe re- 
turn to the village, Isabella spoke, for lie first time : — 

" Reverend Father ! We will ourselves take charge of 
this poor child. There are some questions we would fain in- 
quire, ere we can permit his return to his guardian i if satis- 
factorily answered, a munificent gift to his patron saint shall 
demonstrate, how deeply we feel the exertions he has made j 
and if we oan serve him better than merely allowing his re- 
turn to his monastery, trust me we shall not fail. Follow me, 
youth I" she continued, as the Sub-Prior and the King, 
though surprised at her words, acquiesced. The novice 
shrunk back and clung to the side of Perez, as if most un- 
willing to comply ; but neither the command, nor the look, 
with which it was enforced could be disobeyed, and slowly 
and falteringly he followed Isabella from the hall. 
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CHAPTER SXVU. 

TTs done ! and so ahe droops. Oh, won 
How bold and brave to do thy destined ; 
Thro' aotrow's waves press firmly, calmly oi 
And pause not, sink not, lall the goal is won : 

■^ ■ MS. 

Not a word passed between m a h y t d li d 

laabella's private cabinet; ad h h Q — feb 

sbe seated ierself and signed h b d f n 

as desirous of addressing t m— k l ° v 

fixed her penetrating ejes o P d ^ u 

in which severity was very d g n w h m 

misecation and regard. To a m d g w 

useless ; Marie flung aside h g h d 

down at the Queen's feet, _bu d h b d 

murmured in strong emotion — 

" G-racious Sovereign — n y 

"Again wouldst thou d nip p n m 

Marie? What am I to thmL d m 

thine? Wherefore fly froi my p n— w h 

gratitude the kindness I wo d h p ff d — m be 

interest which thou hadst already proved, and then return as 
now? I promised forgiveness, and continuation of regard, 
if the ti'uth were revealed and mystery banished, and darker 
than ever has thy eonduet drawn the veil around thee. What 
urged thy flight, and wherefore this disguise? Speak out, 
and truthfully ; we wiil be tampered with no longer !" 

Bnt Marie rainly tried to obey ; her brain was bun ^^ , 
the rapid ride, the sudden transition, from the Eiokening 
horror of being too late, to the assurance of Stanley's safety, 
the thought that she had indeed parted from him for ever, 
and now Isabella's evident anger, when her woman-heart 
turned to her as a child's to its mother's, yearning for that 
gentle sympathy which, at such a moment, oould alone have 
soothed. Words seemed choked within her, and the effort 
to speak produced only soba. Isabella's eyes filled with 
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"Speai," alie said, more gently ; " Marie— say only why 
tliou didat fly me, when I hud given no evidence, that the 
hoon thou didst implore me to grant, had become, by thy 
strange oonfeBsion, null and void. What urged thy flight?" 

" Not my own will. Oh, no — no, gracious Sovereign ; I 
would have remained a contented prisoner with thee, but 
they bore me away to auch scenes and sounds of horror that 
their very memory burns my brain. Oh, madam ! do with 
me what thou wilt, but condemn me not to return to that 
fearful place again. Death, death itself — ay, even such a 
death as Arthur has escaped — were mercy in its stead !" 

" Of what speakcst thou, Marie? Who could have dared 
bear thee from our protection without thine own free will? 
Thy mind has been overwrought and is bewildered still ; wa 
have been harsh, perchance, to urge thee to speak now: 
repose may -' 

" Kepose I Oh, no-~-no ; let me remain with thee !" she 
Eobbed, as forgetful of either state or form, her head sunk 
on laabeUa's hnee. " He haa borne me from your highness' 
power once ; ho can, he may, I know he will again. Oh, save 
me from him I It was not because of my faith he bore me 
there, and tempted and tortured and laughed at my agony; 
he taunted me with his power to wreak the vengeance of a 
baffted passiou upon me — for, as a Jewess, who would protect 
me? Oh, mighty Sovereign I send me not from thy pre- 
sence, Don Luis will take me from thy very roof again," 

" Don Luis t" repeated Isabella, more and moi-e convinc- 
ed thitt Marie's Bufferings had injured her brain. " What 
power can he have, so secret and so terrible? Marie, thou 
ravest 1" 

" Do I rave V replied the unhappy girl, raising her right 
hand to her throbbing brow. " It. may be so ; perhaps it haa 
all been a dream — a wild and fearful dream ! — and I am 
awakened from it now; and yet— yet how can it be; how 
came my arm thus if it had not been reality — horrible, ago- 
nizing reahty I" And as she spoke she removed the cover- 
ing from her left arm. Painfully Isabella started: the 
beautiful limb hung powerless from wrist to shoulder, a dry 
and scorched and shrievelled bone, 

" And couldst thou think thy Sovereign would ordain, 
or even permit, such suffering?" she exclaimed, after a 
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moment's pause, passing her arm fondly round Marie, whom 
slie had raised from the ground to a cushion by her side. 
My poor untappy child, what ia this dark mystery J Who 
can have dared to injure thee, and call it justice, zeal— 
religion, perchance I Mother of Mercy ! pardon the profana- 
tion of the word ! Try and collect thy thoughts, and tell 
me all. Who has dared thus insult our power?" 

_" Don Luis ! — Don Luis !" repeated Marie, clinging like 
an infant to the Queen, and shuddering with terror at the' 
very recollection of a power which she had faced so calmly. 
'' Oh, save me from him ! torture itself I could hear, hut not 
his words." 

"Don Luis I" reiterated the astonished Queen. "What 
has he to do with torture ? Who ia he— what is he, my poor 
child, that his very name should thus appal thee? He may 
indeed have dared apeak insulting worda, but what power 
has he thus fearfully to wreak his vengeance!" 

" Who is he— what is he V repeated Marie, looking with 
surprise in the Queen's pitying faoe, " Does not your high- 
ness know— and yet how shouldst thou?— his very office is 
aa secret as his own hlack nature? Has your highness never 
heard men whisper of a secret Inquisition, hiding itself even 
in thy domains? Oh, my Sovereign, it was there they 
dragged me J [her voice sunk to a low shuddering whisper] 
and he was grand master there; he— even Don Luis ! And 
he will bear me there again. Oh, save me from those fearful 
Bounds — those horrid sights : they glare before me now .'" 

" And I will save thee, my child ) ay, and root out these 
midnight horrors from my kingdom," excUimed Isabella, 
indignation flashing in her eye, and flushing on her cheek. 
" Ouce we have been insulted— once deceived ; but never to 
us can such occur a second time. Fearfully shall this deed 
of infamy recoil upon its perpetrators ! Tremble not thus, 
my poor girl, no one shall injure thee; no one can touch 
thee, for we are warned, and this fearful tale shall be sifted 
to the bottom I Child of a reprobate faith, and outcast race 
aa thou art, thinkest thou that oven to thee Isabella would 
permit injury and injustice? If we love thee too weli, may 
we be forgiven, but cared for thou ahalt be ; ay, so cared for, 
that there shall be joy on earth, aad in heaven for thee yet !" 
At another moment, those words would have been unde^ 
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stood ill their real meaning ; but Marie could then only feel 
the eonsoling eouvictioa of sesuritj and lovo. It was not 
merely personal kindueaa whicli had ao bound her to her 
Sovereign ; it was the unacknowledged hut felt conyietion. 
that Isabella had penetrated her secret feelings, with regard 
to Arthur Stanley ; and yet not a syllable of this bad ever 
passed the Queen's lips. Oh, true sympathy seldom needs 
expression, for its full consolation to be given and received ! 
The heart reoognizefe intuitively a kindred heart, and turns 
to it in its sorrow or its joy, conscious of finding in it, repose 
from itself. But only a woman can give to woman this per- 
fect sympathy ; for the deepest recesses, the hidden aouroea 
of anguish in the female heart no man can read. _ 

Engrossed as Isabella was by the mysterious information 
imparted by Marie, indefinitely yet forcibly confirmed by 
her, then unusual, knowledge of the past history of Spain, 
she was more easily satisfied with Marie's hurried and hesi- 
tating account of her escape, than she might otherwise have 
been. To proclaim her relationship with Father Ambrose 
was ruin to him at once. He had been one, she said with 
truth, who had received great obligations from her familj', 
and had vowed to return them whenever it should be in his 
power so to do ; he had, therefore, made the exertion to save 
her, and was about taking her to her childhood's home on 
the frontiers of Oastile, the only place, it appeared to him, 
sufficiently secret to conceal her from Don Luis'a thousand 
spies ; but that on the providential discovery of the real 
murderer, and the seeming impossibility of ever seeing the 
King himself in time— she paused. 

" Gould he send thee on such a rapid errand, my child, 
and suffering thus V gently inquired Isabelia. 

" No, gracious madam," was the unhesitating rejoinder, 
though a burning biush mounted to her very temples ; " it 
was my own voluntary choice. It was my unhappy fate to 
have been the actual cause of his arraignment; it was but 
my duty to save him if I could." 

" And thou wouldst have returned with Perez had we not 
penetrated thy disguise ?" 

"Yes, gracious Sovereign." And the flush faded into 
paleness, ashy as before ; but the tone was calm and firm. 
The Qneen looked at her intently, but made no further 
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observation ; aad speedily summoBing her before trusted at- 
tendants, placed the widow of Morales once more in tbeir 
charge ; imparted to them as much of Marie's tale as she 
deemed ref[iiisite, and the consequent necessity for her re- 
turn to the Queen's care ; nay, her very existence was to be 
kept aeoret from all save those to whom she herseif should 
choose to impart it. Gratified by her confidence, they were 
eager to obey ; Mid so skilfully did they enter into her wishes, 
that their very companions suspected not the identity of the 
prisoner, in whom, they were told, their Sovereign was so 
much interested. OtirLosity might have been busy with very 
many, but their vague conjectures fell far short of the truth: 
Catharme Pas was the only one of Isabella's younger maid- 
ens to whom the real fact was imparted. 



CHAPTER XXTIII. 

Twas a (lark tale of crime, and awed and chilled 

E'en indignation aeeming horror still'd, 

Men stood beside a murd'rer's coueli of death, 

Watching the glaamg eye and flickering Breath — 

Speaking with loolt and hurried sign alone, 

Their thoughts, too terror-ftanght for word or tone.— MS. 

The indignation excited in the Queen's mind against Don 
Louis was destined, very speedily, to be increased, Ferdi- 
nand bad had time to become half angry, and quite impa- 
tient, ere his messengers dispatched to the village returned. 
Stanley had been released— wm regarded by all as innocent; 
but this was literally only from a peasant's word and the 
half broken iuteliigenoe of an exhausted boy: he wanted 

Eroof, and a vague dread would take possession of him that his 
ite was but temporarily suspended. At an early hour the 
next day, however, Don Alonao returned ; and Ferdinand's im- 
patient anger was averted, when he found th« delay had been 
occasioned by their determination, to convey the dying man 
to Segovia, and the caution necessary for its accomplishment. 
The Hermanos had already noted down his confession ; but 
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it was so fraught with extended and dangerous coTisequeneeB. 
tliat they felt, they dared not act oa their responsibility : ail 
suppressing measures must proceed from the sovereigns 
themselves. Perez was again suminoned, and at once swore 
to the identity of the dying man as the individual he had 
rescued from a deep pit, in a lonely moimtain-pass, ahout 
twenty miles from his village; and the man, whose eagerness 
to speak was evident, though his voice was so faint, as 
scarcely to be intelligible, commenced his dark and terri- 
ble tale. 

The indignation of the Sovereign, and of those whom he 
tad chosen to bo present, was excited to the utmost, mingled 
with horror as the mysterious fates of many a loved compa- 
nion were thus so fearfully solved ; but none felt the recital 
with the same intensity of emotion aa the Sub-Prior, who, 
with head bowed down upon his breast, and hands tightly 
clenched, knelt beside the penitent. It was not indignation, 
it was not horror ; but .agony of spirit tJiat a religion which 
he loved better than himself, whose purity and honor he 
would have so jealously guarded, that he would have sacri- 
ficed life itself for its service, should have been made the co- 
ver for such unutterable villany. Few imagined the deeds 
of painful mortification and bodily penance which, in his so- 
litude, the Sub-Prior f w d fl d hm If -f 
his individual suffering h Id t f th gu !t f h 
brethren, and turn f m th th th f t, "S 
God. ■ 

Horrible as were th d t 1 mp t d mp h bl 

as it seemed that so tdd dwU^ dpw 
should exist so secretly 1 gh 1 8p t h d If 

even from the sovereig dm t fit thml 

yet none doubted what th y h 1 8 g d blea 

well knew that the In q t h d b I bl h d b ti a 

GaatQe and Arragon c t b f nd th t th If 

those kingdoms, though m t th f th 

people against this awt I p w h d 1 It t t n 

tire extirpation. 

In the first part ofh t tbmnhdpkn 

abrinkingly and fearfully f 11 1 d f g 

on his betrayal ; but h b b H wh h 

fessed bis own share thltt us m \ ua 
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tomed by the strictest and most rigid training, to otey aa 
familiars, the will of their superiors without question— r-to be 
mere mindless and feelingless tools, to whom death itself was 
awarded, if by word or hint, or even sign, they dared evince 
themselYes to be as other men — he had, at the command of 
the Grand lDC|.iiisitor, deeply drugged Senor Stanley's even- 
ing draught, and, while under its potent influence, had pur- 
loined bis sword ; waylaid Don Eovdinaad in the Calle Sole- 
dad, effectually done the deed, and — aware that it would bo 
many hours ere the English Senor could arouse himself from 
the stupifying effects of the draught — bad intended return- 
mg to his chamber still more effectually to throw on him the 
suspicion of the murder. It happened, however, that it was 
the' first time be had ever been chosen by bis superiors as 
their tool for actual murder, and the magnitude of the erime, 
from the greatness of, and universal love borne towards the 
victim, had so appalled him, that, combined with the raging 
storm and pitchy darkness, he had felt utterly bewildered. 
Not well acquainted with Segovia, he had found himself, 
after more than an hour's wandering — instead of, as he ex- 
pected, again near the Senor's lodgings — in the self-same 
spot whence he had started, and close by the body of his 
victim. The sight horrified and bewildered him yet more, 
and be crept behind a low wall, resolved on remaining there 
till the tempest had at least partially subsided, and then fulfil 
the remainder of bis instructions ; knowing that to fail in 
any one point, would be the signal of his own destruction. 
Fortune, however, so far favored him, as to send the young 
English Senor to the very spot, and there was therefore no 
ooeasion for his further interference. He tarried till he had 
seen Stanley's arrest, and had heard the loud execrations of 
all proclaiming him the murderer — and then returned to his 



The education of the familiars bad so far foiled with him, 
that, though aware of its danger, thoughts would enter bis 
mind, as to how Don Eerdinand Morales could have offended 
the dread power which he served, and why the foreign Senor 
should be thus implicated in the deed. Ho hoped to have 
concealed these doubts ; but from the issue, he imagined that 
some unguarded word spoken to a companion, must have be- 
trayed him. He was chosen by the Grand Inquisitor as his 
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eoDipanion, on some secret expedition two days after the 
trial, unsuspicious of the danger awaiting him, till the deso- 
late scene on which they unexpectedly entered flashed terror 
on his mind. His superior had there paused, told him that 
from the_ witness of Beta, the servant girl, it was quite evident 
he had disobeyed part of the instructions given, op his reburn 
to Arthur's lodgings would have been heard by her as well 
as his d^mrtifre, and thus at once have implicated the Eng- 
lishman as the real murderer; that though chance had 
thrown equal suspicion upon him, it did ntt remove his dis- 
obedience, and so he was doomed to death ; and the blow, in- 
Htantaneoualy given, felled him insensible to the ground. 
When he recovered his senses, he found himself lying in a 
deep pit, where ho had evidently been thrown as dead. The 
wounds and contusions received in the fall, aa far as he could 
recollect, by producing a most excruciating sense of pain, 
roused him from temporary insensibility, and he was con- 
rinced he heard his murderer's voice — though he could not 
see him— esolaim distinctly, as if he were leaning over the 
mouth of the pit, " There goes my last doubt : other men 
might call it their last fear, but I know not the word I 
Throe victims for the possession of one— and who will now 
dare to brand me ? I had slain that faltering craven without 
his disobedience, he dared to think upon his deed." 

Almost insensible from agony as he was, these words had 
imnressed themselves indelibly; causing the burning desire 
to live and be revenged. And the opportune succors of the 
villager, Perez, with a party of woodmen j the completely 
hidden site of the village to which he had been conveyed ; 
and the, at first, favorable healing of his wounds, appeared 
to give him every hope of its accomplishment. He had re- 
solved on communicating his tale to none save to Ferdinand 
himself, or to the Chief Hermano, under strict promise to 
reveal it to the Sovereign : but his intense anxiety had eri- 
deatly prevented the attainment of his desire, by producing 
fever; and thence arose his wild and almost maniac cravings 
to make confession, and bind some holy monk, by a solemn 
vow, to convey it to the King. 

It was not to! the conolusion of this momentous narra- 
tion, that the King permitted any questions to be asked ; 
and those he then demanded were so ooncise and clear, that 
but few words were needed in which to couch the reply. 
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" And tlie designer of ttis hellish plot, the real murderer 
—through thy hand, of one brave friend, and almost another 
— ia the same who has murdered thee !" he inquired, after 
learning the exact sites of these mjaterious halls ; informac 
tion which caused some of the bravest hearts to shudder, 
from their close vicmity. 

The man answered at once in the affirmative. 

" And he dares assume, in this illegal tribunal, the rank 
of Grand Inquisitor 1" 

" Ay, gracious liege." 

"And his name?— that by which he is known to man 9 
Speak ! And as thy true confession may be the means of 
bringing a very fiend to justice, so may thy share ia his 
deeds be pardoaed," 

An indescribable expression passed over the fast stiffen- 
ing features of the dying. He half raised himself, and, lay- 
ing his clammy hand on Ferdinand's robe, ■whispered, in 
clear and thrilling tones — . 

" Bend low, mj liege ; even at this moment I dare not 
speak it loud ; but, oh ! beware of those who affect superior 
sanctity to their fellows : there is one who in the sunshine 
stands forth wisest, and purest, and strictest ; and at mid- 
night rules arch-fiend — men call him Don Luis Gaecia. He 
is Don Ferdinand's murderer ! He sought Senor Stanley's 
death and mine ; but instead of a victim, he Las found an 
accuser I His web has coiled round himself — flee him ! 
avqid him as ye would a walking pestilence, or visible de- 
mon ! Minister as he may be of our holy father, the Pope, 
he is a villain — his death alone can bring safety to Spain. 
Hal what is this? Mother of mercy I save me! The cross I 
the cross 1 Absolution ! The flames of hell ! Father, bid 

them avaunt I I a true confession." The words were 

lost in a fearful gurgling sound, and the convulsion which 
ensued was so terrible, that some of the very bravest involun- 
tarily turned away ; but Stanley, who had listened to the 
tale with emotions too varied and intense for speech, now 
sprung forward, wildly esclaiming— 

« Three victims for one ! Where is that one 1 Speak— 
speak in mercy ! Oh, God I he dies and says no word !" 

The eyes of the dying man glared on him, but there was 
no meaning in their gaze ; they rolled in their sockets, glazed, 
and in another minute all was stiff in death. 
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"Doth Heaven 
woo the free spirit ibr dishonored breath 
To sell ila birthright t Doth Heaven aet a price 
On the clear jewel of unsullied iailh 
And the bright calm of ooQaeience 1" 

Mhb. Hem* MS. 

A PEiVATE council immediately followed the confession re- 
ceived ; but tiiough it continued many hours, no active mea.- 
surea could at once be decided upon. Secret and illegal, 
according to Spanish laws, as this tribund was, it waa yet an 
instrument of the Pope, acknowledging his supremacy alone, 
and, in consequence, always receiving his protection. Civil 
justice, it appeared, could not reach those who were pro- 
tected by the head of the church; but Ferdinand's mind 
was far too capacious to admit this plea. Rooted out of 
his dominions—in its present form, at least— he resolved it 
should be, and Isabella confirmed the resolve. Not only waa 
its secret existence fraught with the most awful crimes and 
injustice, regarded generally, but it was derogatory and insult- 
ing to that sovereign power, which Ferdinand and Isabella 
had both determined on rendering supreme. Father Francis, 
whose usual energy of thought and counsel appeared com- 
pletely annihilated from the fearful tale he had heard, stren- 
uously urged the sovereigns to wait the arrival of Torqne- 
mada, the Queen's confessor, who was now every hour ex- 
pected, and whose sterner and more experienced mind would 
five them better counsel. To this both sovereigns agreed, 
ut one measure they adopted at once. Aa Grand Inquisi- 
tor, the principal actor in this atrocious drama might be ser- 
vant of and solely answerable to the Pope ; as Don Luis 
Garcia, he was subject to Ferdinand and Isabella, and as 
such amenable to the laws of Spain, A schedule was there- 
fore drawn up, stating that whereas the man commonly 
known as Don Luis Garcia, had been convicted of many ' 
atrocious and capital crimes, and, amongst the gravest, of 
having instigated and commanded the murder of Don Ferdi* 
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nand Morales, and done to death tis own tool, the real com- 
mitter of the deed, that Arthur Stanley might he charged 
with, and executed for, the same ; the sovoreigns of Spain 
called upon their loving subjects — of every rank and every 
degree, in all and every part of the rsalm — to uuite in en- 
deavoring to diaoover, and deliver up the said Don Luia 
Garcia, to the rigor of the law. An enormous reward waa 
offered for delivering him alive into tho hands of justice, 
and half the sum, should he have resisted to the death. The 
proclamation was made hy sound of trumpet in various parta 
of Segovia, and copies seat with all possible speed to every 
city t w d lla^, Sp A t 1 np 

tio f h p mp d th h 1 1 d y p 

sihl m w d pt 1 th t Id t d t h pp h 

Bio S t g waa th p p 1 t i g j, m t h m tl t 
ev ry 1 Im t y d du I f It t p 1 d ty 

to t th th t J f H h d d d 

all m , d all m 5 1 d th m 1 

ag thm& tly dyt jl Iw th 

pT f h izm d d al th p p 1 

form t th t t pp d 11 h w h Id h 

oai d 1 y t w ks g d t m h 1 th gh th 
mm fthStHmdd yl ID 

li w 1 11 1 1 g d ff t lly 1 1 W m y 

he t t t — th h t h 1 f 

ou p t — -th t r h r 1 d t 11 t 

to p g th h h f Sp f m th m t h ly 
be d th d by th gn m d 1 t y 

pilg m g to th t f St P t bt d d 

with th P f 1 d th b f h d i feht th 

pe Ity t mm t t b filmi t d g t th 

hyp t wh h 1 d d t f m t t 

Tillj,ny, the pure and sacred ordinances of the churth. Alex 
ander the Sixth, himself a worker of such awful crimes that 
he was little capable of entering into the pure and elevated 
character of the Sub-Prior, heard him calmly, smiled sneer- 
ingly, and then informed him, he was too late. The worthy 
and zealous servant of Rome, known to men as Don Luia 
Garcia, had been before him, made confession of certain 

Ssions as esciting erring deeds, to which all men were 
de, had done penanoe, received absolution, and was in a 
fair way of rising to the highest eminence in the church. 
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Father Eranels remonstrated, urged, dared to apeak 
bolder trutlis than had ever hefore reached the papal ear, 
but all without effect ; and ttis truly good and spiritual man 
returned to Spain stricken to the dust. He reported the 
fiillure of his mission ; heard, with howcd head and aching 
soul, the natural indignation of Ferdinand, and the quiet* 
but to him, still more expressive sorrow, at this fearful abu 
of her holy religion from Isabella; and then, with an ear 
estness impossible to be resisted, conjured the royal permis- 
sion to retire entirely from all interference in public ''" 
He could not, he said, support the weight of shame, w 
falling on his church, had affected liim individually. Vain 
were the royal solicitations, vain the love of the people, vain 
the entreaties of the abbot and brethren of bis convent ; he 
resigned the office of Sub-Prior, relinquished every religious 
and secular honor, and buried bimself in the most impene- 
trable solitude, fraught with austerity and mortification, per- 
sonal penance, and yet devoted to such extraordinary acquire- 
ments, that, though for long years his very existence was well 
nigh forgotten, when next he burst upon the astonished eyes 
of the world, it was no longer as Father Francis, the Sub- 
Prior of a Franciscan monastery, a good and benevolent 
monk, but as the learned priest, the sagacious statesman, the 
skilful general, ay, and gallant warrior— the great and good 
Cahuinal Xiwenes 1 

To WMt the arrival of Torquemada, the sovereigns and 
their council unanimously resolved. It was but a very brief 
delay, and would permit a more effectual estermination of 
the secret offiee than could be decided upon by the laity 
alone. Ere the day closed, and in presence of the Sovereigns, 
of all the nobles, officers of state, the Santa Hermandad and 
principal citizens, Arthur Stanley was formally pronounced 
INNOCENT of the crime with which he had been charged. The 
golden spurs, which had been ignominiously hacked from hia 
heels, were replaced by the aged Duke of Murcia ; knight- 
hood again bestowed by the King; and Isabella's own hand, 
with winning courtesy, presented him a sword, whose real 
Toledo blade, and richly jewelled hilt, should replace the 
valued weapon, the loss of which had caused him such un- 
merited suffering, and shame. 

" May it be used for ua, as faithfully and nobly as ita 
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predecessor," were Isabella's concluding words ; " and ita aa- 
aociationa, Senor Stanley, he nought but those of joj." 

The young man's cheek burned, but there was a deep 
shadow on his oountenanoe, which neither the honora he re- 
oeived, nor hia own urgent efforta had power to remove. He 
looked wistfully after, the sovereigns as they quitted the 
church, then with an irresistible irapulae, broke from the 
throng with whom, he had been endeavoing to join in ani- 
mated converse, and, suddenly kneeling before Isabella, ex- 
claimed in low, agitated tonea — 

" She — she may still be in the villain's power. Oh, my 
liege, wait not for 'Torquemada's arrival and leave her to die ! 
He will wreak kia full vengeance upon her." 

" Trust me for her safety, my young friend ; meaaures 
have been already taken to secure it," was Isabella's instant 
reply, in a tone so full of sympathy, that Arthui caught her 
robe, and pressed it to his lips. 

She smiled kindly and passed on, still accompanied by 
Ferdinand, not a little Mtonished at her words, and atill 
more so when Marie's whole tale was imparted to him. 

On retiring to rest that night, his thoughts still engross- 
ed with vain speculations aa to the destined fate of Marie, — 
Arthur, half unconsciously, unsheathed Isabella's magnifi- 
cent gift, to judge of the temper of the blade ; and, as he 
did so, a scroll, which had been twisted round the steel, fell 
to the ground. He raised it with hasty curiosity, but his 
heart throbbed aa be recognized the handwriting of the 
Queen, and deciphered the following words : — 

"To Senor Stanley,. in secrecy and confidence, these: 
The eye of love is aaid to pierce through all disguisea. In 
this instance it has proved less discriminative than woman's 
sympathy, and woman's penetration. She in whom we 
believe Senor Stanley intereated, and to whoae exertions he 
owes the publication of his innocence in time to save life as 
well as honor, ia aafe, and under the protection of her 
Queen. Let this suffice for present peace, and speak of it 
tQ none. Isabella E, " 

Arthur's first impulse waa to press the precious letter to 
his lips, and gaze upon it till every letter seemed transferred 
from the paper to his heart ; his nest was to sit down on the 
nearest seat, and bury his face in his kaada, actually bewil- 
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tiered by the flash of light, which with those brief worda 
oame. Disguise — exertion — could it he possible? ffay, it 
must he ! The, soft touch of that little hand, the speaking 
look of those lovely eyes, again thrilled through his very 
soul, and he knew their meaaing now. Mysterious, bewil- 
dering as it was, the novice, the poor, exhausted, seeming 
boy — was Marie ! Again he owed his life to her , and the 
wild yearning to gaze on her again, to clasp her to his bosom, 
to pour forth bis gratitude, to soothe and shield, became so 
painfully intense, as almost to banish the joy, which her res- 
oae from danger ought to have occasioned. Had it not been 
for her refusal to bear witness against bim, not even the 
month's grace would have been allowed him ; be would have 
been executed at once. She had saved him then — she bad 
saved him now 1 And bis heart so swelled be knew not how 
to contain its fulness, how to calm it down, to wait till the 
Queen's further pleasure should be known. But hope sprung 
up to give him comfort ; Isabella would accomplish her 
intention of conversion ; Marie could never resist her, and 
then — then, oh ! she would b all 11 b wn and life shine, 
for both the brighter, for ita f t mp t louds. Mean- 

while, he had such sweet th ^ht h I ly images, to 

rest on. He owed his life 1 h t her ; and he 

thonght that it was his devoted ^ t tud wh b so deepened 
love. How sweet is sucbillu hw f hingly soothing 

to be grateful, when the obj t f th t g t tude has been, 
and is still, the dear object of our love ( How often we 
deceive ourselves, and imagine we are experiencing the 
strongest emotions of gratitude, when, bad an indifferent 
person conferred the same benefit, we might feel it indeed, 
out it would more pain than pleasure ; and be an obligation 
BO heavy that we should never rest, till in sorae measure, at 
least, it was returned. How contrary the impression of 
benefits from those we love ! 

Never before had the appearance of the Queen's confess- 
or, the stern, and some said ornel, Torquemada, been bailed 
with such esoitement. He was speedily informed of the 
late transactions, and his counsel most earnestly demanded 
by both sovereigns. He required some days to deliberate, 
he said, so momentous and important was the affair ; and 
when he did reply, bis counsel was entirely opposed to what 
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many hoped, and Ferdinand expected. Indignant as he 
declared himself to be, at the abuses in religion, he yet put 
a strong and most decided negative on the royal proposition, 
of utterly exterminating this unlawful tribunal. With all 
his natural eloquence, and in most forcible language, he 
declared that, if kept within proper bounds, restrained by 
due authority, and its proceedings open to tiie inspection of 
the Sovereign, and under him, the archbishops and other 
dignitaries of the church, the Inquisition would be a most 
valuable auxiliary to the well-doing and purifying of the 
most Catholio kingdom. He produced argument after argu- 
ment of most subtle reasoning, to prove that every effort to 
abolish the office in Spain had been entirely useless : it would 
exist, and if not publicly acknowledged, would always be 
liable to abuse and desecraf tl t tl nly means of 
exterminating its secret, and t '^ *■ I wer,was to per- 

mit its public establishment I t I it, that its 

measures should be open to th p t d t every succes- 
sive sovereign. He allowed th ty the imperious 
necessity of rooting out the w i f& b t he was con- 
vinced this could not bo don f t w uld tho church 
allow it, unless it should be d the face of all 
Europe, as based on alike tl il d ligious laws of 
Spain. 

On Ferdinand the wily 1 hm w ked, by provmg 
that his royal prerogative w 11 be d rather than 

injured hy this proceeding fh t by p bl ly establishing 
the Inquisition, he proved his 1 t t ntrol e?en this 
power, and render it a mer t m t his sovereign 
hand ; that his contemplated q t f th Moors could 
not be better begun than by th g t fa holy office, 

whose gbry it would be to b all h th to the purify- 
ing and saving doctrines of th h h f E me. Ferdinand, 
though wary and politic himself, was no match for Torque- 
mada's Jesuitical eloquence ; he was won over to adopt tho 
churchman's views with scarcely an effort to resist them. 
With Isabella the task was much more difficult. He appeal 
ed guardedly and gently to her tender regard for the spirit- 
ual welfare of her people, sympathized with her m her indig- 
nant horror of the crimes committed under religion's name, 
but persisted that the evil of a secret Tnciuisition would 
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never be remedied, save by tlie measure be proposed. He 
pledged himself never to rest, till the present halls and min- 
isters of darkness were exterminated from every part of 
Spain ; but it could only be on oondition of her assent to 
his counsel Ho used all his eloquence ; be appealed to her 
as 3, zealous Catholic, whose first duty was to further and 
purify her faith ; but for four days he worked in vain ; and 
when ahe did give her consent, it was with such a burst of 
tears, that it seemed as if her foreboding eye had indeed 
read the shrouded annals of the future, and beheld there, 
not the sufferings of individuals alone, but of the decline and 
dishonor of- that fair and lovely land, which she had so labor- 
ed to exalt. Ere another year from that day had passed, 
the Inquisition was publioly established throughout the 
kingdom ; and Torquemada, as first Grand Inquisitor, reaped 
the reward of his persevering counsel, and sealed, with blood, 
the destiny of Spain. 

To her confessor, Isabella revealed the story of Marie, 
and her own intentions. Torquemada heard the tale with a 
stern severity, little encouraging to the Queen's ideas of 
mercy ; he insisted that her conversion m-ust be effected j if 
by kindness and forbearance, well and good j but if she were 
obstinate, harshness must be resorted to ; and only on that 
condition would he grant Isabella the desired blessing on her 
task. He did not fail to bring forward the fact of a zealoua 
Catholic, such a& Don Ferdinand Morales, wedding and 
cherishing one of the accursed race, and conniving at her 
secret adherence to her religion, as a further and very strong 
incentive for the public establishment of the Inquisition, 
whose zealous care would effectually guard the sons of Spain 
from such unholy alliances in future. He urged the suppo- 
sition of Marie's having become the mother of children by 
Ferdinand ; was it not most probable, nay, certain, that she 
would infuse her own unbelief in them ; and then how mised 
and defiled a race would take the place of the present pure 
Castilians, Isabella could reply nothing satisfactory to this 
eloquent reasoning. The prejudices of education are strong 
in every really earnest heart ; and though her true woman's 
nature revolted at every thought of severity, and towarda 
one so suffering as Marie, she acknowledged its necessity, 
in case of kindness failiag. Under the seal of confession, 
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flhe imparted her full plan to Torquemada, entering more 
into minute particulars tlian she had done even to her hus- 
band, or in words to herself. It was ho fraught with mercy 
and gentleness that Torquemada gave his consent, believing 
it utterly impossible, if Marie really loved, as Isabella fan- 
cied, that she could resist 

On the departure of her confessor, the Queen eoramuned, 
as was hor freijuent oustom, long and severely with her own 
heart. What was the cause of her extreme dislike to using 
harshness t With any other member of that detested race, 
she felt Torquemada's counsel would have been all-powerful; 
she would have left it ail to him. It was then mere personal 
regard, fear of the suffering which, did she cause Marie in- 
crease of pain, she should inflict upon herself, and this must 
not be. She was failing in the duty she owed her religion, 
if she could not summon resolution to sacrifice even affection 
at its shrine. And so she nerved herself, to adopt Torque- 
mada's stem alternative, if indeed it were required. How 
strange is self-delusion ! how difficult, even to the noblest, most 
unselfish natures, to read another spirit by their own ! 
Isabella felt it might be a duty to sacrifice afi'ection for reli- 
gion, and nerved herself to its performance at any cost. 
And yet that Marie should do so, she could not believe ; and 
if she did, harshness and sufi'ering were to be her sole reward I 
Oh, that in religion, as in every thing else, man would 
judge his brother man by his own heart; andas dear, as 
precious, as his peculiar creed maybe to him, believe so it is 
with the faith of his brother I How much of misery, how 
much of contention, of cruelty and oppression, would pass 
away from this lovely earth, and give place for Heaven's own 
unity and peace, and harmony and love. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

"Oh, tear me up 
Agi^nst the unutterable tendetncsa 
Of earthly lore, my God I In the sick hour 
Of dying humsn hope, forsake lue not !" 

Mrs. Hemans. 

Pou some months all was gayety and rejoicing in Segovia, 
not a little heightened by the exciting preparations for the 
much desired war. The time had now come when Ferdinand 
could, with safety to the internal state of his kingdom, com- 
mence the struggle for which he had so impatiently waited, 
since the very first hour of the anion of Arragon and Castile. 
Troops were marshalling secretly all over 8pain ; the 
armorers and smiths were in constant reijuisition. The 
nobles were constantly flitting from their hereditary domains 
to the court, eager and active to combine all the pomp and 
valor of a splendid chivalry with the more regular force ; 
standing armiea, which in almost every European land were 
now beginning to take the place of the feudal soldiery, so 
loag their sole resource. It was necessary for Ferdinand, 
ere he commenced operations, to visit his own dominions ; a 
measure he did not regret, as it effectually concealed his 
ulterior plana from the Moors, who were also at that time 
too much disturbed by internal dissensions, to give more 
than a euraory glance on the movements and appearances of 
their Christian foes. 

In the festivals of the palace the young Englishman was 
naturally the hero of the day ; the best feelings of the Spanish 
character had been called into play towaids him he had 
been unjustly accused and seriously injured , been subject 
to dishonor and shame ; and many might say it had all 
sprung from prejudice against him as a foreigner Thevory 
failing of the Spaniards in this case also opetated m his 
favor; their national jealousy called upon them to maka 
pubUcly manifest the falsity of such a supposition, and he 
was ooorted and fdted by alt, brought forvaid on every ocoa- 
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eioa, and raised and promoted toth to civil and military dis- 
tinetion, liy those very men wio, before the late events, would 
have been the first to keep him back, yielding him. bnt the 
bare and formal coarteay, which, however prejudiced, no true- 
born Spaniard could refuse. 

Amongst Isabella's female train, Arthur Stanley was 
ever gladly welcomed, and his presence might have proved 
dangerous to more than one of Isabella's younger attendants, 
had not his manner been such as to preclude even the boldest 
and most presuming from any thought of love. One alone 
ho certainly singled out to talk with, and treat with more 
attention than any other ; and that one was the maiden we 
have more than once had occasion to mention, Catherine Pas. 
Rallied as she was by her companions, the young girl herself 
imagined there could be no danger to her peace in associating 
thus with the handsome young Englishman ; for she knew, 
though her companions did not, the real reason of his pre- 
ference for her society. Isabella had once slightly hinted 
from which of her attendants Stanley might hear of Marie, 
and giving them permission to answer his queries. It was a 
dangerous ordeal for Catherine, but she laughed at the idoa 
of permitting her heart to pass into the possession of one 
who carod nothing for her, save as she could speak of Mario. 

Great was the surprise and many the conjectures of the 
Queen's female court, when rather more than six months 
after her strange disappearance, the widow of Morales re- 
appeared amongst them ; not publicly indeed, for at the 
various fStes aud amusements of the palace, and elsewhere, 
Marie was never seen. Her existence, however, and safety, 
uuder Isabella's especial protection, were no longer kept 
secret ; and her recent loss was in itself cjuite sufficient 
reason for her strict retirement. Her identity with brother 
Ernest, the supposed novice, never transpired ; he was sup- 
posed to have returned with Peroz to his guardian. Father 
Ambrose, who, though seen and questioned by Don Alonzo 
at the village, did not accompany his dying penitent to 
Segovia, nor, in fact, was ever seen in that city again. 

The tender care and good nursingwhich had been lavished 

on Marie, had restored her suf&cientLy to health as to permit 

returning elasticity of mind. All morbid agony had passed, 

all too passionate emotions were gradually relaxing their 

10 
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flre-lDaiids round her heart ; and streDgth, the martyr 
strength, for which she Tinoeaaingly prayed, to give up all if 
called upon for her God, seemed dawaing for her. _ That 
she was still under some restraint, a sort of prisoner in the 
palace, Marie herself was not aware ; she had neither wish 
nor energy to leave the castle, and therefore knew not that 
her egress, save under watchful guardianship, would have 
been denied. She had no spirits to mingie with the lights 
hearted, happy girls, in her Sovereign's train, and therefore 
was unconscious that, with the sole exception of Oatherine 
whose passionate entreaties had obtained her this privilege, 
all intimacy with them would have been effeotnally prevented. 
It was enough, more than enough (for the foreboding dread 
was ever present, that such a blissful calm, such mental and 
bodily repose, were far, far too sweet for any long continu- 
ance) to be employed in little services for and about the 
person of the Queen, and to know that Arthur Stanley was 
restored to even more than former favor, and fast rising to 
eminence and honor. 

Before the .sovereigns quitted Segovia, Stanley left the 
court to march southward with Pedro Pas, to occupy a strong 
fortification on the barrier line, dividing the Spanish from 
the Moorish territories, and commanding a very important 
post, which Ferdinand was anxious to secure, and where he 
intended to commence his warlike operations, as speedily as 
he could settle affairs at Saragosaa. Twice before Stanley's 
departure did Isabella contrive an apparently aceiden^l 
meeting between him and Marie, permitting them, though in 
her presence, ample opportunity for mutual explanation ; but 
not with much evident success. Stanley, indeed, was pain- 
fully and visibly agitated, finding it difficult, almost impossi- 
ble to speak the feelings irfiich had so long filled heart and 
mind, and been in fancy so often thrown into eloquent words, 
that he could not understand why in her presence words 
were frozen up, and he could only feel. Marie's cheek and 
lip had indeed blanched as she beheld him, but the deep and 
qniet calm she had so earnestly sought, even then did not 
forsake her ; once only her voice faltered, when she con- 
jured him to allude no longer to the past, that the exertions 
she had made for him demanded no such gratitude as he ex- 
pressed. He would have answered with his usual passionate 
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impetuosity, but there was sometLjiig in her manner which 
restrained him ; it was no longer the timid, yielding girl, 
who, even while she told him of the barrier between them, 
had yet betrayed the deep love she felt: it was tbe woman 
whose martyr spirit was her strength. And yet, spite of 
himself, he hoped. Isabella, in parting with him, had spoken 
such words as sent a thrill of delight oyer his whole being, 
and he quitted Segovia buoyant and glad-hearted, to wait 
weeks, months, he thought even years ; so certain did he 
feel of success at last. 

Isabella accompanied Ferdinand to Arragon, and deter- 
mined on remaining at Saragoasa during the oommeneement 
of his Moorish campaign ; but she did not part from him 
without demanding and receiviug his solemn promise to 
send for her as soon as the residence of females in the camp 
was practicable. She weU knew the inspiring power of her 
presence in similar scenes, and the joy and increased ardor 
which the vicinity of near and dear relations, composing hor 
court, would excite in the warrior camp of Ferdinand. The 
promise was given, and the annals of the Moorish war tell 
ua how faithfully it was kept, and how admirably Isabella 
performed the part she had assigned herself. 

Months glided slowly and peacefully on ; as each passed, 
the trembling heart of Marie foreboded change and sorrow ; 
but it was not till she had been eight months a widow 
that aught transpired which could account for such strange 
fears. Then, indeed, the trial came : she thought she was 
prepared, but the aching heai't and failing strength with 
which she listened to the Queen's commands, betrayed how 
little our best endeavors can pave the way for sorrow. Isa- 
bella spoke gently and kindly indeed, but so decisively, 
there was ao miatiiing the meaning of her words : she had 
waited, she said, till time had restored not only health and 
strength, but some degree of tranquillity to the heart, and 
elasticity to the mind. That, as a Jewess, Marie must have 
long known, the Queen could not continue favor ; that she 
was, in fact, acting without a precedent in thus permitting 
the attendance of an unbeliever on her person, or appear- 
ance in her court; bat that she had so acted, believing that 
when perfectly restored to sense and energy, Marie would 
herself feel the necessity, and giadly embrace the only re- 
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turn aho required — a calm deliberation of the Catholic faitB, 
and, as a necessary consequence, its aeceptanoe. She there- 
fore desired that Marie would devote herself to the instruc- 
tions of a venerable monk (Father Denis bj name), whom 
she had selected for the task. That from that day Marie 
would not be called upon for either service or attendance on 
the Queen, but to devote her whole mind and energies to 
htkpj d dthtwhn Father Denis brought 
li f h Mar pted the cross, that very 

h h h Id m 1 pi Isabella's court, and be 

h d m 1 h d h — be publicly aoknow- 

Idd h h fhhl and's vast possessions, 

daf fl ywld shine before her, so , 

b g as b h li m of the stormy past. 

M w H h 1 d 1 I bella, with gentle firm- 

n fdhb Idnd nothing now," she 

db bd \.wllight, and open mind, are 

all y d b g w h ask : the father's holy 

lessons, blessed with (Jod's grace, will do the rest. I cannot 
believe that all the kindness and affection I have shown have 
been so utterly without effect, that thou too wilt evince the 
ungrateful obstinacy, so unhappily the cliaraeteristio of thy 
blinded people. If banishment from our presence be a 
source of sorrow, which I do believe it is, the term of that 
banishment rests entirely with thyself. The sooner we can 
hail the child of the Virgin, oven as thou art now of our 
affections, the greater share of happiness wilt thou bestow 
upon ns and upon thyself. We have heard that nought but 
harshness and severity can have effect on thy hardened race. 
It may be, but with thee, at least, we will not use it, un- 
less—" and her voice and her look grew sufficiently stern for 
Marie to feel her words were no idle tbreot— " unless obdu- 
racy and ingratitude so conquer affection that we can see no 
more in the Marie Morales we have loved than a hardened 
member of her own stiff-necked race ; then — , but we will 
not pain ourself or thee, by imagining what thine own will 
may avert. Go, and the holy Virgin bless thee. Not a 
word ; I know what will be thine answer now ; but a month 
hence then wilt thank me for this seeming severity." 

And Isabella turned somewhat hastily away ; for iier lip 
quivered and her eye swelled. Marie did not see these in- 
dications of emotion, and silently withdrew. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 



"1 have lost for that Faith more than thou canst bestow, 
As the God who permiifi tliee to prosper doth know. 
In Hia band is my heart, and my hope ; and in thine 
The hind, and the life, which for Him I resign." 



Marie Morales had had many trials. Her life had been 
one of those painful mysteries, as to why such a being should 
have been thus exposed to scorn, which while on earth we 
vainly try to solve. Yet it is no imaginary picture : hun- 
dreds, aye thousands, of Israel's devoted race have thus en- 
dured ; in every age, in every clime, have been exposed to 
martyrdom— not of the frame alone, but of the heart; 
doomed but to suffer, and to die. And how may we recon- 
cile these things with the government of a loving father, 
save by the firm belief, which, blessed — thrice blessed — are 
those who feel ; that, for such sufferers on earth, a future of 
blessedness is laid up in another and lovelier world — where 
there is no more sorrow, no more tears I 

Her former trials had been sharp agony and strong ex- 
citement, Her present had neither the one nor the other ; 
yet it was fraught with as heavy suffering, as any that had 
gone before it ; even though she knew not, guessed not, all 
that depended upon her oonversion. It would have been 
comparatively easy to have endured, for her faith's sake, 
harshness and contempt; in such a case, self-respect rises to 
Bustdn us, and we value our own tenets the more, from 
their startling contrast with those which could command tho 
cruelty we endure ; but Father Denis used harshness nei- 
ther of manner nor of words. Firmly impressed in his own 
mind, that it was utterly vain for a soul to hope for salva- 
tion unless it believed in Jesus, the Virgin, the saints and 
holy martyrsj he brought heart and soiu. to his task ; and 
the more he saw of Marie, the more painfully did he deplore 
her blind infatuation, and the more ardently desire, to save 
her from the eternal perdition which, as a Jewess, must 
await her. He poured forth suoh soiil-breathing petitions, 
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f VI g grace to be vounhsafed to lier, in her hearing, that 
M f It s if she would have given worlds, only to realise 
th b li f for which he prayed ; but the more her heart was 
w g tb more vividly it seemed that her own faith, the 
1 f her fathers through a thousand ages, impressed 

t If p her mind and heart, rendering it more and more 
mp bl for her to forswear it, even at the very moment 
th t w k humanity longed to do it, and so purchase peace. 
N II meek aad yielding, so peculiarly alive to the 

f jmpathyand kiadness, it was inexpressibly and 
h w ly distressing to be thus compelled to resist both ; 
t th k 1 o of all Isabella's gentle, oherishing, and mani- 
f t d ff tion ; and to know that tho only return she dc- 
m d d he dared not, might not give. To some disposi- 
t tl considerations would have been of no weight 

wh t to Marie they were ho exquisitely painful, that 

1 1 1 carooly understand how it was that, feeling them 

fh t ly, she could yet so clearly, so calmly, reply to 

Father Denis, bring argument for argument, and never waver 
in her steadfast adherence to, and belief in her own creed. 
Tho very lessons of her youth, which she had thought for- 
gotten in the varied trials which had been her portion since, 
returned with full — she fancied superhuman — force and 
clearness to her mind, rendering even the very wish to em- 
brace the Catholic religion, futile. There was a voice with- 
in her that would be heard, aye above every human feeling, 
every strong temptation. She could not drown its clear 
ringing tones; even where her mental sufferings seemed to 
cloud and harrow up the brain, to the exclusion of every 
distinct idea, that voice would breathe its thrilling whisper, 
telling her it was vain to hope it, she eoald not be in heart a 
Catholic ; and so she dared not be in words. 

A romance is no place for polemical discaasion, and we 
will therefore leave those painful arguments unrecorded. 
Suffice it, that Marie's intimate acquaintance with the Holy 
Scriptures in their original tongue — the language of her own 
people — gave her so decided an advantage over the old monk, 
that, after nearly three months' trial, he sought his Sove- 
reign, and, with the moat touching humility, acknowledged 
his utter incapacity, for the conversion of Donna Marie, and 
implored her to dismiss him, and select one more fitted for 
the task. 
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Astonished, and bitterly disappointed, Isabella cross- 
questioned him as to the cause of this sudden feeling of moa- 
jMWity, and his answers but increased her desire to compel Ma- 
rie to abandon Judaism, and become — in semblance at least, 
a Oatbolio : believing fully that, this aooomplished, the Holy 
Spirit would do the rest, and she would at least have saved 
her soul. She retained the father in the pa'.ace; desirmg 
him to inform his charge that one fortnight's grace would he 
allowed her, to ponder on all the solemn truths he had ad- 
vanced, and on her own decision whether she would not 
rather yield to kindness, than tempt the severity her obsti- 
a d d d b t this enjoyment, he was to com- 

1 w th h f th r. With a trembling spirit the 

Q at n gbt th ounsel of her confessor, and re- 

p t d tl t m t n f the holy father. Torquemada 
list d w th a 1 g l P and contracted brow. He was 
ntup dh df t was exactly what he had expected. 
It w j t f th 1 1 pheming creed, to blind by sorcery, 
the eyes and mmds of all those who had ever attempted to 
win them over by kind and reasonable argument. Father 
Denis had been bewitched, as all were, who ever attempted 
to convert, by other than the harshest means. Her grace 
must see the necessity of severity, and surely could not 
refuse the using it any longer. But Isabella did refuse, till 
her last resource had been tried ; and all she asked was, if 
she might hold forth a powerful temporal temptation to 
obtain the end she so earnestly desired 9 Torquemada hesi- 
tated ; but at length, on being told the severe alternative 
which Isabella would enforce, if her first proposal wore re- 
eoted, reluctantly acceded; still persisting that nothing 
.ut the rack and the flame, or fatal expulsion, would ever 
purge Spain from the horrible infection of so poisonous a 
race. Isabella heard him with a shudder; but, thankful 
even for this ungracious sanction, waited, with trembling im- 
patience, the termination of the given fourteen days ; hoping, 
aye praying in her meek, fervid piety, that the mistaken one 
might be softened to aeeept the proffered grace, or her own 
heart 'strengthened to sacrifice all of personal feeling for the 
purifying by fire and consequent salvation, of that immortal 
eoul now so fearfully led astray. _ 

It was with little hope that the father again sought Mane. 
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Bewitched be might be, but he was so impressed with the 
fervid earnestness of her gentle spirit; with the lofty enthu- 
Biasm that dictated her decision ; so touched with the uncom- 
plaining, but visible suffering, which it cost her to argue with, 
aud reject the voice of kindness — that it required a strong 
iuental_ effort in the old man, to refrain from conjuring his 
Sovereign, to permit that misguided one to remain unmolest- 
ed, and wait, till time d p y f m th o interested 
ill her, should produce th d d fl t B t this feeling 
was so contrary to th p t f th g th t it scarcely 
needed Torquemada's p t t t ce him, that 

he was experiencing th ff t f th bl sorcery with 

which the race of Isra 1 Iw y bl d d tl yes of their 
opponents. The kind Id m w w d ! leneed by his 
stern superior. Liberty f w th n a thing un- 

heard of ; and therefo tw th t m h f the divine 
part of our mingled t w pl t Ij concealed, 

that it lost alike effect fl It w ot even the 

subjection of the weak to the strong ; bat the mere superi- 
ority of clerical rank. The truest and the noblest, the most 
enlarged mind, the firmest spirit would bend unresistingly to 
the simple word of a priest ; and the purest and kindest im- 
pnlsea of our holier nature be annihilated, before the dic- 
tates of those, who were supposed to hold so infallibly, iu 
their sole keeping, the oracles of God. The spiritual in man 
was kept in rigid bondage ; the divinity worshipped by the 
Catholics of that age, represented to the mass like the Egyp- 
tian idol, with a key upon his lips — bis attributes, as Lis law, 
hid from them,, or imparted by chosen priests, who explained 
them only as suited their individual purposes. Is it marvel, 
then, that we should read of such awful acts committed in 
Religion's name by man upon his brother ? or that we should 
see the purest and loveliest characters led away by priestly 
influence to commit deeds, from which now, the whole mind 
so recoils, that we turn away disappointed and perplexed at 
the inconsistency, and refuse the meed of love and admira- 
tion to those other qualities, which would otherwise shine 
forth BO unsalKed? The inconsistency, the seeming cruelty 
and intolerance, staining many a noble one in the middle 
ages, were the effects of the fearful spirit of the time ; but 
their virtues were their own. Truth if sought, must triumph 



Healed byGoogIc 



over prejudice. By inspection and earnest study of facts — 
of causes, as well as of eDents, the mind disperses the mists 
of educational error, and enables us to do justice, even to 
the injurer ; and enlarges and ennobles our feelings towards 
one another ; till we can attain that perfection of true, 
spiritual charity, which would look on all men as children of 
one common parent. Liahle, indeed, to he led astray hy 
evil inclination, and yet more by evil circamstanot.s ; but 
still our brethren, in the divine part of our nature j which, 
however crushed, hidden, lost to earth, is still existing — still 
undying. For such is the immortal likeness of our universal 
Eather ; in which He made man, and by which He marked 
mankind as brethren I 

Marie's answer was as Father Denis feared. She had 
pondered on all he had said, and the dread alternative 
awaiting her ; but the impossibility of embracing Catholicism 
was stronger than ever. The unfeigned distress of the old 
monk pained and alarmed her, for it seemed to her as if he 
were conscious that some dreadful doom was hanging over 
her, which he shrunk from revealing. She had not long to 
remain in that torturing suspense : a few hours later in the 
same day, she was summoned to Isabella's presence.- The 
sensation of terror was so intense as to render obedience, 
for the minute, utterly impossible. Every limb shook, and 
again came the wild longing for power to believe as they 
desired ; for a momentary cessation of the voice of eonscicnoo, 
to embrace the proffered cross, and be at rest. But it mruld 
not cease ; and, scarcely able to support herself, she stood 
before the dread Princess in whose hand was her earthly 
fate. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

" She clasped her handa !— tlie etrifa 
Of love— faith— ftar, and the vain dream of life, 
Within her woman-heart so deeply wrought— 
It seemed as if a reed, bo slight and weak, 
MTist, in the fending atorm, not quiver only — 

Mrs. Hbmiwb. 

Isabella's expressive countenance was grave and calm ; bat 
it was impossible to doubt the firmness of her purpose, 
though what that purpose might be, Marie had no power to 
read. She stood leaning against the back of one of the 
ponderous chairs ; her head bent down, and her heart so 
loiidlj and thickly throbbing that it choked her very breath. 

" We have anmmoned thee hither, Marie," the Queen 
said at length, gravely, but not severely, " to hear from thine 
own lips the decision which Father Denis has reported to us ; 
but which, indeed, we oan scarcely credit Wert thou other 
than thou ai-t — one whose heavy trials and lovable tjuaiities 
have bound thee to ua with more than common love — we 
should have delivered thee over at once to the judgment of 
our holy fathers, and interfered with their sentence no far 
ther. We are exposing ourselves to priestly censure even for 
the forbearance already shown ; but we will dare even that, 
to win thee from thine accursed creed, and give thee peace 
and comfort. Marie canst thau share the ingratitude — the 
obstinacy — of thy benighted race, that even with thee we 
must deal harshly? Compel me not to a measure from 
which my whole heart revolts. Do not let me feel that the 
charge against thy people is true, without even one excep- 
tion, and that kindness shown to tbem, is unvalued as unfelt." 

A convulsive sob was the sole reply. Marie's face was 
buried in her hands ; but the tears were streaming through 
her slender fingers, and her slight figure shook with the par- 

" Nay, Marie, we ask not tears. Wo demand the proof 
of grateful affection on thj part ; not its weak display. And 
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wliat 13 that proof? Tbe acceptance of a faith without which 
there can be no security in this life, nor felicity hereafter I 
The rejection of a fearfully mistaken — terribly aocutsed — 
oreed ; condemQiag its followers to the scorn and hate of 
man, and abiding wrath of Q-od," 

"'To the scorn and tate of man?' Alas, gracious Sore- 
reign, it is even so ; but not to the ' abiding wrath of &od,' " 
answered Marie, suppressing with a desperate effort, her pain- 
ful emotion. " The very scorn and loatling wo encounter con- 
firms the blessed truth, of aur having been the chosen children 
of our God, and the glorious promise of our fliture restora- 
tion. We are enduring now on earth the effects of the fear- 
ful sins of our ancestors; but for those who liye and die true 
to His law, there is a future after death laid up with Him ; 
that, how may we forfeit for transitory joy V' 

" If it were indeed so, we would be the last to demand 
such forfeit," answered the Queen; "but were it not for the 
blinding veil of wilful rejection cast over the eyes and hearts 
of thy people, thou wouldst know and feel, that however thy 
race were once the chosen of God, the distinction has been 
lost for ever, by their blaspheming rejection of Jesus and his 
virgin mother ; and the misery — its consequence — on earth, 
is but a faint type of that misery which is for everlasting. 
It is from this we would save thee. Father Denis has brought 
before thee the solemn truths which our sainted creed ad- 
vances, in reply to the mystifying fallacies of thine ; and, he 
tells me, wholly without effect. My arguments, then, can be 
of such little weight, that I have pledged myself to my con- 
fessor to attempt none. We summoned thee merely to tell 
our decision in this matter ; of too vital importance to be left 
to other lips. Once more let me ask — and understand thee 
rightly I — have all the Holy Father's lessons failed to con- 
vince, even as all our affection has failed to move, thee?" 

"Would — would to Heaven I could believe as thou de- 
mandest!" answered Marie. "Would that those lessons had 
brought oonvietion ! The bitter agony of your Grace's dis- 
pleasure — of feeling that, while my heart so throbs and swells 
with grateful devotion that I would gladly die to serve thee, 
yet the proof thou demandest I cannot give ; and I must go 
down to an early grave, leaving with thee the sole impression 
that thou hadet oheriehed a miserabie ingrate, whom, even a.3 
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thou haat loved, so thou must now hate and scorn. Oh, ma- 
dam ! try me by other proof! My creed may be the mis- 
taken one it seems to thee ; but, oh I it is no garment we 
may wear and cast off at pleasure.' Have mercy, gracioua 
Sovereign ! condemn me not as reprobate — hardened— more 
insensiblo than the veriest our, who is grateful for the kind- 
ness of his master ! — hecauso I love my faith better even than 
thy love — ^the dearest earthly joy now left me." 

" Methinka scarcely the dearest," replied Isabella, affect 
ed, in spite of her every effort for "control ; "but of that here 
after. Marie, I have pledged myself to my confeasor, not in 
let this matter rest. He has told me that my very affection 
for thee is a snare, and must be sacrificed if it int f e w th 
my duty \ not alono as member of Christ's oliur b but as 
Sovereign of a Catholic realm, whose boundon duty t to 
purge away all heresy and misbelief. I feel that he ght, 
and, cost what it may, Christ's dictates must b b } d 
The years of fraud— of passing for what thou w t n t — I 
forgive, for thy noble husband's sake; but luy co t has 

t Id m an 1 I f 1 't t uth that if we allow thy t n to 
tl y p pi as th a t n w w permit a eontinuau f h 
unnatu Inn f aud, and expose ou bj ts 

tthfsn tntfJ wish blood and nnb ] t A 
Cb iflt an th u n t b m The plan we ha d d d 
111 n m 1 1 ng "^ t n at last ; but it wUi b att d d 
with uhl ^ fmnfl and physical sufi g that 

we shrink fiom the alternative, and only thine ewii b na y 
will force us to adopt it." 

She paused for above a minute; but though M y 

lips had blanched, and her large eyes were fised in a 

the Queen's face, there was no answer. 

" Thou hast more than once alluded to death," Isabella 
continued, her voice growing sterner; " but, though such may 
be the punishment demanded, we cannot so completely ban- 
ish regard as to expose thy soul, as well as body, to undying 
flames. Thou hast heard, perchance, of holy sisterhoods, 
who, sacrificing all of earthly joys and earthly ties, devote 
themselves as the willing brides of Christ, and pass their 
whole lives in acts of personal penance, mortification, self- 
denial, and austerity ; which to all, save those impelled by 
tiis same lofty enthusiasm, would be unendurable. The 
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convent of St. Ursula is the most strictly rigid and anpity- 
ing of this sternly rigid school ; and there, if still thou wiJt 
not retract, thou wilt be for life immured, to learn that reye- 
rence, that submission, that belief, which thou refuacst now. 
Ponder well on all the suffering which this sentence must 
corapriae. It is even to us — a Christian — so dreadful, that 
we would Hot impose it, could we save thy deluded spirit hy 
any other means. The Abbess, from the strict and terrible 
discipline of long years, has conquered every womanly weak- 
ness ; and to a Jewess placed under her charge, to he brought 
a penitent to the bosom of the Virgin, is not likely to de- 
crease the severity of treatment and discipline, the portion 
even of her own. Once delivered to her charge, we interfere 
no further. Whatever she may command— short of actual 
torture, or death — thou must endure. Marie I wilt thou 
tempt a doom like thia t In mercy to thyself, retract ere it 
he too late !" 

" If I can hear the loss of thy favor, my Sovereign, I can 
hear thia," replied Marie, slowly, and painfully. "There 
is more suffering in the thought, that your Grace's love Is 
lost for ever ; that I shall never see your Highness more ; 
and thou must ever think of me as only a wretched, feeling- 
less ingrate, than in all the bodily and mental anguish such 
a life may bring." 

" Marie !" exclaimed Isabella, with an irrepressible hurst 
of natural feeling. And Marie had darted forwards, and was 
kneeling at her feet, and covering her hand with tears and 
kisses, ere she had power to forcibly subdue the emotion and 
speak again. 

" This must not be," she said at length ; hut she did not 
withdraw the hand which Marie still convulsively clasped, 
and, half unconsciously it seemed, she put hack the long, 
black tresses, which had fallen over her colorless cheek, look- 
ed sadly in that bowed face, and kissed her brow. " It is 
the last," she murmured to herself " It may be the effects 
of sorcery — ^it may be sin j but if I do penance for the weak- 
ness, it must have way." 

" Thou hast heard the one alternative," she continued 
aloud ; " now hear the other. Wo have thought long, and 
watched well, some means of effectually obliterating the 
painful memories of the past, and making thy life aa happy 
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OS it has fceeia sad. We lia¥e asked and received permission 
frmrn our confessor to tricg forward a temporal inducement 
for a spiritual end ; that even the affections IJieniBelveB may bo 
made conducive to turning a benighted spirit from the path of 
death into that of life ; and, therefore, we may proceed more 
hopefully. Marie ! is there not a love thou valuest even 
more than mine t Nay, attempt not to deny a truth, which 
we have known from the hour we told thee liat Arthur Stan- 
ley was thy hushand's murderer. What meant those wUd 
words imploring me to save him 1 For what was the avowai 
of thy faith, hut that thy witness should not endanger him ? 
Why didst thou return to danger when safety was hefore 
thee! — peril thine own life but to save hia3 Answer me 
truly: thou lo vest Stanley, Marie?" 

" I have loved him, gracious Sovereign." 

"And thou dost no longer? Marie, methinka there 
would be less wrong in loving now, than when we first sus- 
pected it," rejoined the Queen, gravely. 

" Alas I my liege, wljp may school the heart ? He waa 
its first — first affection .' But, oh ! my Sovereign, I never 
wronged my noble husband. He knew it all ere he was takea 
from me, and forgave and loved me still ; and, oh ! had he 
been but spared, even memory itself would have lost its pow- 
er to sting.. Hia trust, his love, had made me all — all his 

" I believe thee, my poor child ; but how came it that, 
loving Stanley, thy hand was given to Morales ?" 

For the first time, the dangerous ground on wbich she 
stood flashed on the mind of Marie; and her voice faltered 
as she answered—" My father willed it, Madam." 

" Thy father ! And waa he of thy faith, yet gave hia child 
to one of us?" 

" He was dying, Madam, and there was none to protect 
his Marie. He Joved and admired him to whom he gave me ; 
for Ferdinand had never scorned nor persecuted us. He had 
done us such good service that my fathM sought to repay 
him ; but he would accept nothing but my hand, and swore 
to protect my faith— none other would have made such prom- 
ise. I was weak, I know, and wrong ; but I dared not then 
confess I loved another And, onoe his wife, it was sin even 
to think of Arthur. Oh, Madam ! night and day I prayed 
that we might never meet, till all of love was conquered." 
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" Poor child," replied Isabella, kindly, " But, since thon 
wert onoe more free, einee Stanley was cleared of even 
the suspicion of guilt, has no former feeling for him retura- 
ed I He loves thee, Marie, with sueh faithfnl love as in man 
I have seldom seen equalled ; why check affection now ?" 

"Alas I my liege, what may a Jewess he to him ; or his 
love to me, save as the most terrible temptation to estrange 
me from my God?" 

" Say rather to gently lute thee to Him, Marie," replipd 
Isabella, earnestly. " There is a thick veil between thy heart 
and thy God now : let the love thou bcarest this young Eng- 
lishman be the blessed means of removingit, and bringing 
thee to the sole source of salvation, the Saviour Stanley wor- 
ships. One word — one little word — from thee, and thou 
shait be Stanley's wife ! His own ; dearer than ever from 
the trials of the past. Oh ! speak it, Marie I Let me feel I 
have saved thee from everlasting torment, and made this life 
— in its deep, calm joy— a foretaste of the Heaven that, as 
a Christian, will await thee above. Spare Stanley— aye, and 
thy Sovereign — the bitter grief of losing thee for ever I" 

" Would — would I could 1" burst wildly from the heart- 
stricken Marie ; and she wrung her hands in that one mo- 
ment of intense agony, and looked up in the Queen's face, 
with an espression of suffering Isatiella eould not meet. 
" Would that obedience, conviction, could como at will ! His 
^ife?— Stanley's. To rest this desolate heart on his? To 
weep upon his bosom ? — feel his arm around me 1 — his love 
protect me ? To be his — all his ? And only on condition 
of, speaking one little word? Oh ! wh^ cau I not speak it t 
Why will that dread voice sound within, tolling me I dare 
not— cannot — for I do not believe? How dare I take the 
Christians'a vow, embrace the cross, and in my heart remain 
a Jewess still 3" 

" Embrace the cross, and conviction will follow," replied 
the Queen. " This question we have asked of Father Tomas, 
and been assured that the vows of baptism once taken, 
grace will be found from on high ; and to the heari, as well 
as lip, conversion speedily ensue. Forswear the blaspheming 
errors of thy present creed — consent to be baptized — and 
that very hour sees thee Stanley's wife !" 

" No, no, no ! — Oh ! say not such woi-ds again ! My liege, 
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my graoioua liege tempt not this weak spirit more I" im- 
plored Marie, m fearful agitdtion " Oli 1 if thou hast ever 

" In mercj is it fiiat we do thus speak, unhappy girl," re- 
plied Isabella, with returning firmness ; for she saw the de- 
cisive moment had come. '■ We have laid both alternatives 
before thee; it rests with thee alone to make thine own 
election. Love on earth and joy in Heaven, depends upon 
one word : refuse to speak it, and thou knowest thy dcom I" 

It was well, perhaps, for Marie's firmness, that tho 
Queen's appealing tone had given place to returning severi- 
ty j it recalled the departing strength — the sinking energy — 
the power once more to endure! For several minutes there 
was no sound : Marie had buried her face in her hands, smd 
remained — half kneeling, half crouching — on the cushion at 
the Queen's feet, motionless as stone ; and Isabellar— inter- 
nally as agitated as herself-7-waa, under the veil of unbending 
sternness, struggling for oontrol. The contending emotions 
sweeping over that frail woman-heart in that fearful period 
of indecision we pretend not to describe : again and again the 
terrible temptation came, to say but the desired word, and 
happiness was hers — such intense happiness, that her brain 
reeled beneath its thought of ecstasy j and again and again 
it was driven back by that thrilling voice — louder than ever 
in its eail — to remain faithful to her God, It was a fearful 
contest; and when she did look up, Isabella started ; so ter- 
ribly Wis its indes inscribed on those white and chiselled 
features 

She rose slowly, and stood before the Sovereign, her hands 
tightly clasped together, and the veins on her forehead raised 
like cords aoross it. Three times she tried to speak ; but 
only unintelligible murmura came, and her Upa shook as 
with convulsion. " It is over," she said at length, and her 
usually sweet voice sounded harsh and unnatural. " The 
weakness is conquered, gracious Sovereign, condemn, scorn, 
hate me as thou wilt, thou must: I must endure it till my 
heart breaks, and death brings release j but the word thou 
demandest I cannot speak ! Thy fiivor, Arthur's love, I re- 
sign them aU I 'Tis the bidding of my God, and he will 
strengthen me to bear it. Imprison, toriure, slay, with the 
lingering misery of a broken heart, but I cannot deny my 
faith !" 
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Disappointed, grieTed, as she was at this unexpected re- 
ply, leabella was too much an enthusiast in religion herself 
not to understand the feeling which dictated it ; and much 
as she stiL abhorred the faith, the martjr spirit which could 
thus immolate the most fervid, the most passionate emotions 
of woman's nature at the shrine of her God, stirred a sym- 
pathetic chord in her own heart, and so moved her, that the 
stern words she bad intended to apeak were choked within 
her, 

" We must summon those then to whose charge we are 
pledged to commit thee," she said with difficulty ; and hasti- 
ly rung a silver bell beside her. " We had hoped such would 
not have boon needed ; but, as it is " 

She paused abruptly ; for the hangings were hastily 
pushed aside, and, instead of the stern figure of Torquemada, 
who was to have obeyed the signal, the Infanta Isabella 
eagerly entered j and ran up tfl the Queen, with childish and 
caressing glee at being permitted to rejoin her. The con- 
fessor — not imagining hia presence would be needed, or that 
he would return to his post in time — had restlessly obeyed 
the summons of a brother prelate, and, in some important 
clerical details, forgot the mandate of his Sovereign, 

Marie saw the softened expression of the Queen's 
face ; the ineffectual effort to resist her child's caresses, 
and retain her sternness : and, with a sudden impulse, she 
threw herself at her feet, 

" Oh ! do not turn from me, my Sovereign I" she 
implored, wildly clasping Isabella's knees. " I ask 
nothing — nothing, but to return to my childhood's 
home, and die there I I ask not to return to my people ; 
they would not receive me, for I have dared to love the 
stranger j but in my own isolated home, where but two aged 
retainers of my father dwell, I can do harm to none — mingle 
with none ; let me bear a breaking heart for a brief— brief 
while ; and rest beside my parents. I will swear to thee 
never to quit that place of banishment — swear never more to 
mingle with either thy people or with mine— to be as much 
lost to man, as if the grave had already closed over me, or 
convent walls immured me i Oh, Madam ! grant me but 
this ! Will it not be enough of suffering to give up Arthur 1 
— to tear myself from thy cherishing love! — to bear my 
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misery aloiio? Leave me, oh ! leaYii me but my faith — tie 
Bole joy, sole hope, now left me ! Give me not up to the hsreh 
and cruel father — the stern mother of St, Ursula ! If I can 
sacrifice love, kindness — all that would make earth a heaven 
— will harshness gain thine end ? Plead for me," she con- 
tinued, addressing the infant-princess, who, as if affected hy 
the grief she heheld, had left her mother to cling round 
Mane caressingly ; "plead for me. Infanta I Oh, Madam i 
the fate of war might place this beloved and chtrished one 
in the hands of those who regard thy faith even as thou dost 
mine ; were such an alternative proffered, how wouldst thou 
she should decide ? My Sovereign, my gracious Sovereign, 
oh, have mercy !" 

" Mamma I dear Mamma !" repeated the princess at the 
same moment, and aware that her intercession was required, 
though unable to comprehend the wherefore, she clasped her 
little hands entreatingly ; " grant poor Marie what she 
wishes ! You have told me a Queen's first duty is to be 
kind and good ; and do ail in her power to make others 
happy. Make her happy, dear Mamma, she has been bo 
sad !" 

The appeal to Isabella's nature was irresistible, she 
caught her child to her heart, and hurst into passionate 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 

" I will have vengeance 1 
rU crnah Uiy swelling pride i I'll still thy vaimting i 
I'll do a deed of blood 1 

Now all idle forma are ovei' — 
Now open villany, now open hale — 
Defend thy life '." 

JOANMA BaCLUB. 

" Let me but look upon ' her ' fiice once more — 
Let me bnt say farewell, my soul's beloved, 
And I will bleas thee "still," 

Mns. Hbmans. 

8oME time had elapsed sinco King Ferdinand and his splendid 
army had ijuitted Saragossa, He himself had not as yet head- 
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ed any important expedition, but fixing liis head-quarters at 
Seville, dispatched thence various detachments under ex peri- 
eniied ofScers, to make sallies on the Moors, who had already 
enraged the Christian camp by the capture of Zahara, Arthur 
Stanley was with the Marquis of Cadiz, when this insult was 
ably avenged by the taking of Alhama, a most important post, 
situated within thirty miles of the capital The Spaniards 
took possession of the city, massacred many of the inhabit- 
ants, placed strong restrictions on those who surrendered, and 
strongly garrisoned every tower and fort. Nor were they 
long inactive : the Moors resolved to retake what they con- 
sidered the very threshold of their capital ; hastily assembled 
their forces, and regularly entered npon the siege. 

While at Seville, the camp of Ferdinand had been joined 
by several foreign chevaliers, amongst whom was an Italian 
Inight, who had excited the attention and curiosity of many 
of the younger Spaniards from the mystery environing him. 
He was never seen without his armor. His helmet always 
closed, keeping surlily aloof, he never mingled in the brilliant 
jousts and tournaments of the camp, except when Arthur 
Stanley chanced to be one of the combatants : he was then 
sure to be found in the lists, and always selected the young 
Englishman as his opponent At first this strange pertina- 
city was regarded more as a curious coincidence than actual 
design ; but it occurred so often, that at length it excited 
remark. Arthur himself laughed it off, suggesting that the 
Italian had perhaps some grudge against England, and 
wished to prove the mettle ofher sons. The Italian deigned 
no explanation, merely saying that he supposed the Spanish 
jousts were governed by the same laws as others, and he was 
therefore at liberty to ehoose his own opponent. But Arthur 
was convinced that some cause existed for this mysterious 
hostility. Not wishing to create public confusion, he con- 
tended himself by keeping a watch upon his movements. 
He found, however, that he did not watch more carefully 
than he was watched, and incensed at length, he resolved on 
calling his enemy publicly to account for his dishonorable 
conduct. This, however, he found much easier in theory 
than practice. The wily Italian, as if aware of his intentions, 
skilfully eluded them ; and as weeks passed without any re- 
3 of their secret attacks. Stanley, guided by liis own 
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frank and honorable feelings, believed his suspioiona ground- 
leaa, and dismissed them altogether. On the tumultuary en- 
trance of the Spaniards, however, these suspieiooa were re-ex- 
cited. Separated bj the press of contending warriors from 
the main body of his men, Stanley plunged headlong into the 
thickest battalion of Moora, intending to cut his way through 
them to the Marquis of Cadiz, who was at that moment en- 
tering the town. His unerring arm and lightness of move- 
ment bore him successfully onward. A very brief apace 
divided him from his friends : the spirited charger on which 
he rode, cheered by his hand and voice, with one suooessful 
bound cleared the remaining impediments in his way, but at 
that moment, with a piercing cry of suffering, sprung high in 
the air and fell dead, nearly crushing his astonished master 
with his weight. Happily for Stanley, the despairing anguish 
of the Moors at that moment at its height, from the triumph- 
ant entry of the Spaniards into their beloved Alhama, aggra- 
vated by the shrieks of the victims in the unsparing slaughter, 
effectuaUy turned the attention of those around him from his 
fall Ho sprung up, utterly unable to account for the death 
of his steed : the dastard blow had been dealt from behind, 
and no Moor had been near but those in front. .He looked 
hastily round him: a tall figure was retreating through the 
thickening rndie, whose dull, red armor, and deep, blaok 
plume, discovered on the instant his identity. Arthur's 
blood tingled with just indignation, and it was with difficulty 
that he restrained himself from following, and demanding 
on the instant, and at the sword's point, the meaning of the 

The sudden start, and muttered execration of the Italian, 
as Stanley joined the victorious group around the Marquis, 
convinced him that his reappearance, and unhurt, was quite 
contrary to his mysterious enemy's intention. Tho exciting 
events of the siege which followed, the alternate hope and 
fear of the Spaniards, reduoed to great distress by the Moora 
having succeeded in turning the course of a river which 
supplied the city with water, and finally, the timely arrival 
of succors under the Duke of Medina Sidonia, which com- 
pelled the Moors to raise the siege and disperse — the rejoic- 
ing attendant on so great and almost unexpected a triumph, 
all combined to prevent any attention to individual c 
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The Italian had not crossed Arthnr's path again, except in 
the general attack or defence ; and Stanley found the hest 
means of conquering iiis own irritation towards such secret 
machinations, was to treat them with indifference and con- 
tempt. 

The halls of Alhama were of course kept strongly manned ; 
and a guard, under an experienced of&cerj constantly occn 
pied the summit of a lofty tower, situated on a precipitots 
height which commanded a view of the open country for 
miles, and overlooked the most distant approach of the 
Moors, As was usual to Moorish architecture, the tcwer 
nad been erected on a rock, which on one side shelved down 
so straight and smooth, as to appear a continuance of the 
tower-wali, but forming from the battlements a precipice 
some thousand feet m depth. The strongest nerve turned 
sick and giddy to look beneath, and the side of the tower 
overlooking it was almost always kept unguarded. 

It was near midnight when Stanley, who was that night 
on command, after completing his rounds, and perceiving 
every sentinel on duty, found himself unconsciously on the 
part of the tower we have named. So pre-ooeupied waa his 
mind, that he looked beneath him without shrinking; and 
then retracing his steps some twenty or thirty yards from the 
immediate and unprotected edge, wrapped his mantle closely 
round him, and lying down, rested his head on his arm, and 

Sormitted the full dominion of thought He w B 'n that 
reamy m d wl th d d h 1 f f re is so 

much mor th g th th 1 t jmp thy fman; 

when er^ry p gld dltatt d moaning 

wind, speak w th h 1 i t gi d th materia 

spirit hold CO mm witl be ga m ble, and 

immaterial tslfAb hhdhyld Boated 
over the dark azure of the heavens, sometimes totally ob- 
scuring the mild light of the full moon ; at others merely 
ehrouding her beams in a transparent veil, from which she 
would burst resplendently, sailing majestically along, seem- 
ing the more light and lovely from the previous shade. One 
briliiant planet foUowed closely on her track, and as the 
dark masses of elouds would rend asunder, portions of the 
heavens, studded with glittering stars, were visible, seeming 
like the gemmed dome of some mighty temple, whose walls 
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and pillars, slirouded ia black drapery, were lost in the dis- 
tance on either side. Gradually, Stanley's thoughts became 
indistinct ; the stars seemed to lose their radiance, as covered 
by a light mist ; a dark cloud appearing, in his half dormant 
fancy, to take the gigantic proportions oiE a man, hovered on 
the battlement. It became smaller and smaller, but still it 
seemed a cloud, through which the moonlight gleamed ; but 
a thrill passed through him, as if telling of some impalpable 
and indefinable object of dread. With a sudden effort he 
shook off the lethargy of half sleep, and sprung to his feet, at 
the very moment a gleaming sword was pointed at his throat. 
" Ha, villain ! at thy murderous work again I" he exclaimed, 
and another moment beheld him closed in deadly conflict 
with his mysterious foe. A deep and terrible oath, and then 
a mocking laugh, escaped his adversar;? ; aad something in 
those sounds, nerved Stanley's arms with resistless power : 
he was sure he could not be mistaken, and he fougnt, not 
with the unguarded desire of one eager to obtain satisfaction 
for personal injury — ^but he was calm, cool, collected, as 
threefold an avenger. For once, the demon-like caution of 
the supposed Italian deserted him i discovery was inevitable, 
and his sole aim was to compass the death of the hated 
foreigner with his own. He tried gradually to retreat to 
the very edge of the precipice, and Stanley's calm and cau- 
tious avoidance of the design lashed him into yet fiercer 
desperation. Thick and fast, fell those tremendous blows. 
The Italian had the advantage in height and size, Stanley in 
steady coolness and prudent guard ; the Italian sought only 
to slay his adversary, earing not to defend himself; Arthur 
evidently endeavored merely to nnhelm the traitor, and 
bring him but slightly wounded to the ground. Eor several 
minutes there was no cessation in that fearful clash of steel ; 
the strokes were so rapid, so continued, a hundred combat- 
ants might have seemed engaged. A moment they drew 
back, as if to breathe ; the Italian, with a despairing effort, 
raised his weapon and sprung forwards ; Arthur lightly 
leaped aside, and the murderous stroke clove but the yield- 
ing earth. Another second, and era the Italian had regained 
his equilibrium, Arthur's sword had descended with so true 
and sure a stroke that the olasp of the helmet gave way, the 
dark blood bubbled up from the cloven brow, he reeled aud 
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fell ; and a long, loud aliout from tte officers and soldiers, 
who, at the sound of arms, had flocked round, proclaimed 
some stronger feeling than simply admiration of Stanley's 
well-known prowess. 

" Seize Mm ! seize him 1 or by Heayen he will escape us 
yet I" were among the few words intelligible, " The daring 
villain, ■to come amongst ua ! Did he think for ever to elude 
Heaven's vengeance 3 Bind, fetter, hold him j or his assiet- 
ant fiends will release him still !" 

Fiercely the follen man bad striven to oxtncate hin.self ; 
bat Stanley's inee moved not from his breast, nor hia sword 
from his throat, until a strong guard had raised and sur- 
rounded him : hut the horrible passions imprinted on those 
lived features were such, tlat his very captors turned away 
shuddering. 

" Hadst thou not had enough of hlood and crime, thou 
human monster, that thou wouldst stain thy already blacken- 
ed soul with another midnight murder ?" demanded Stanley, 
as he sternly confronted his baffled foe. " Don Luis Garcia, 
as men have termed thee, what claim have I on thy pursu- 
ing and unchanging hate t With what dost thou charge mo ? 
What wrong ?" 

"Wrong I" hoarsely and fiercely repeated Don Louis. 
" The wrong of baffled hate ; of success, when I planned thy 
downfall ; of escape, when I had sworn thy death I Did the 
drivelling idiots, who haunted, persecuted, excommunicated 
me from these realms, as some loathed reptile, dream that I 
would draw back from my sworn vengeance for such as they? 
Poor, miserable fools, whom the first scent of danger would 
turn aside from the pursuit of hate ! I staked my life on 
thine, and the stake is lost ; but what care 1 1 My hate shall 
follow thee ; wither thy bones with its curse ; poison every 
joy ; blight every hope ; rankle in thy life blood t Bid theo 
seek health, and bite the dust for anguish because it flies 
thee ! And for me. Ha, ha ! Men may think to judge me 
— torture, triumph, slayl Well, let them." And with a 
movement so sudden and so desperate, that to avert it was 
impossible, he burst from the grasp of his guards ; and with 
one spring, stood firm and triumphant on the farthest edge 
of the battlement. " Now follow me who dares !" he es- 
; and, with a feai-ful mocking laugh, flung himself 
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headlong down, ere tte soldiers had recovered his flrat sud- 
den movement. Stanley alone retained presence of mind 
sufficient to dart forward, regardless of his own imminent 
danger, in the rain hope of arresting the leap ; but quiok aa 
were his movements, he only reached the hrink in time to 
see the wretched man, one moment quivering in air, and lost 
the next in a dark abyss of shade. 

A cry of mingled disappointment, horror, and execration, 
burst from all around ; and several of the soldiers hastened 
from the battlements to the base of the rock, determined on 
fightmg the arch-flend himself, if, as many of them firmly 
believed, he had rendered Don Luis invulnerable to air, and 
would wait there to receive him. But even this heroic reso- 
lution was disappointed : the height was so tremendous, and 
the velocity of the fall so frightful, that the aetion of the air 
had not only deprived him of life, but actually loosed the limbs 
from the trunk, and a fearfully mangled corpse was all that 
remained to glut the vengeance of the infuriated soldiers. 

The confusion and excitement attending this important 
event, spread like wildfire ; not only over Alhama, but reach- 
ing to the Duke's camp without the city. To send off the 
momentous information to the King, was instantly decided 
upon; and young Stanley, as the person principally con- 
cerned, selected for the mission. 

Ferdinand was astonished and indignant, and greatly 
disappointed that justice had been so eluded ; but that such 
a monster, whose machinations seemed, in their subtlety and 
secrecy, to prevent all defeat, no longer cumbered Spain, was 
in itself a relief so great both to monarch and people, as after 
the first burst of indignation to cause universal rejoicings. 

It so happened that Ferdinand had been desirous of 
Stanley's presence for some weeks ; letters from Isabella, 
some little time previous, had expressed an earnest desire for 
the young man's return to Saragossa, if only for a visit of a 
few days. This was then impossible. Throe months had 
elapsed since Isabella's first communication ; within the last 
two she had not again reverted to Stanley; but the King, 
thinking she had merely refrained from doing so, because of 
its present impossibility, gladly seized the opportunity of his 
appearance at SevOIe, to dispatch him, as envoy extraordi- 
nary, on both public and private business, to tie court of 
Arragon, 
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Isabella was stirrounded hy Iier ministers and nol)los 
wlien Stanlej was conducted to ter presence ; she received 
him with cordiality and gracious ness, asked many and eager 
questions concerning her liusbaud and the progress of his 
arms, entered minutely into the affair of Don Luis, congrat- 
ulated him on his having been the hand destined to unmask 
the traitor and bring him low; gave her full attention on 
the instant to the communications from the King, with which 
he was charged; occupied some hours in earnest and 
thoughtful deliberation with her counsel, which, on perusal 
of the King'3 papers, she had summoned directly. And yet, 
through all this, Arthur fancied there was an even unusual 
degree of syinpathy aud kindliness in the tone and look with 
which she addressed him individually ; but he felt intuitive- 
ly It was sympathy with sorrow, not with joy. He was con- 
vinced that his unespected presence had startled and almost 
grieved her ; and why should this be, if she had still the 
hope with whicl) she had so infused his spirit, when they had 
parted, _ His heart, so full of elasticity a few hours previous, 
sunk chilled and pained within him, and it was with au effort 
impossible to have been denied, had it not been for the 
Queen's unspoken but real sympathy; he roused himself 
sufficiently to execute his mission. 

But Isabella was too much the true and feeling woman, 
to permit the day to close without the private interview she 
saw Stanley needed; reality, sad as it was, she felt would 
be better than harrowing suspense ; and, in a few ki-dly 
words, the tale was told, 

"I should have known it !" ho exclaimed, wheo the first 
shock of bitter disappointment permitted words. " My own 
true, precious Marie ! How dared I dream that for me thou 
wouldst saorifloe thy faith ; all, all else—joy, hope, strength : 
aye, life itself— but not thy G-od ! Oh, Madam," he contin- 
ued, turning passionately to the Queen, " thou hast not con- 
demned her to misery for this ! Thou hast not revoked thy 
former heavenly mercy, and delivered her over to the stern 
fathers of our holy church? No, no! Isabella could not 
have done this !" 

" Nor have we," replied the Queen, so mildly that Arthur 
flung himself at her feet, conjuring her to pardon his disre- 
spectful words. " Give her to thee, without retracting her 
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fearful misbelief, indeed wo dared not, tut further misery 
tas not been inflicted. We hare indeed done penance for 
our weakness, severe penance ; for Father Tomas asserts that 
we have most grievously sinned ; and more, have pledged 
ourselves most aolomnly, that what he may coiinael for the 
entire uprooting of this horrible heresy, and accnraed race, 
shall be followed, cost what it may, politically or privately ; 
but to refuse the last boon of the unhappy girl, who had bo 
strangely, perchance so bewilderingly, wound herself about 
my heart — Stanley, I must have ohanged my nature first !" 
" Her last boon ! Gracious Sovereign — " 
" Nay, her last to her Sovereign, my friend. It may be 
that even yet her errors may be abjured, and grace be 
granted in her solitude, t« become in this world as the next, 
what we have prayed for ; but we dare not hope it ; nor 
must thou. She besought permission to return to the home 
of her childhood, pledging herself never to leave it, or min- 
gle with her people or ours more," 

" And she is there J God in Heaven bless, reward your 
Highness for the mercy !" burst impetuously from Arthur. , 
" I ti-uat she is, nay, I believe it ; for Jewess as she_ is, 
she would not pledge me false. In the garb of the novice, 
as she saved thee, Father Denis conducted her to tho fron- 
tiers of Castile. More we know not, for we asked not the site 
of her home." 

There was a few minutes' pause, and then, with beseech- 
ing eloquence, Arthur conjured the Sovereign to let him see 
her onco, but once again. He asked no more, but he felt zB 
if he could not sustain tho agoiiy of eternal separation, with- 
out one last, last interview. He pledged his honor, that no 
temptation of a secret union should interfere with the sen- 
tence of -the Queen ; that both would submit ; only to permit 
them onco more to meet again. 

Isabella hesitated, but not for long. Perhaps the secret 
hope arose that Stanley's presence would efi'eet that for which 
all else had failed ; or that she really could not resist his 
pMsionate pleadings. 

" One word of retraotion, and even now sho is thine. — 
And I will bless thee that thou gavest her to me again," she 
said in parting ; but her own spirit told her the hope was 
rain. 
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Half an hour after this agitating interview Artlrar Stan- 
ley was again on horseback, a deep teetic on either cheek ; 
his eye bloodshot and ati-ained, traversing with the speed of 
lightning the open country, in the directioa of Castile. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

" Oh I love, love, afrotig as death — from such an hour 
Pressing out joy by thine immortal power ; 
Holy anti fervent love I Had earth but rest 
For thee and thine, this world were lUI too fair : 
How could we thence be weaned to die without despair I 

"But woe for him who felt that heart grow still 

Which with ita weight of ^ony had lain 

Breaking on his. Scarce could the mortal chill 

Of the hushed bosom, ne'er to heave again. 
And all the curdling silence round the eye, 
Bring home the stem belief that she could die." 

Mrs, Hemahs. 

The glowing light of a glorious sunset lingered on the Vale 
of Cedars, displaying that calm and beautiful retreat in all 
the fair and rich luxuriance of former years. Kenben and 
Ruth, the aged retainers of the house of Henriquea, had 
made it their pride and occupation to preserve the cherished 
retreat, lovely as it had been left. Nor were they its only 
inmates ; their daughter, her husband, and children, aftw 
various struggles in the Christian world, had been settled in 
the Vale by the benevolence of Ferdinand Morales — their 
sole duty, to preserve it in such order, as to render it a 
fitting place of refuge for any who should need it. Within 
the last twelve months, aoother inmate had been added to 
them, Weary of his wanderings, and of the constant 
course of deception which his apparent profession pf a monk 
demanded, Julien Morales had returned to the home of his 
childhood, there to fis his permanent abode ; only to make 
such excursions from it, as the interests of his nieee might 
' ' ^ler destiny was his sole anxious thought Her 
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detention by Isabella convinced him tliat her disguiso haa 
been penetrated, and filled him with solicitude for her spir- 
itual, yet more than her temporal welfare. Rojal protection 
of a Jewess was BO uapreoedented, that it could only argue 
the hope — nay, perhaps conviction — of her final conversion. 
And the old man actually tried to divorce the sweet imago 
of his oieco from his affections, so convinced was he that hev 
unhappy love for Arthur, combined with Isabella's authority, 
and, no doubt, the threat of some terrible alternative should 
she refuse, would compel her acceptance of the proffered 
cross, and so sever them for ever. How little can man, oven 
the most gentle and affectionate, read woman 1 

It was the day completing the eleventh month after Don 
Ferdinand's murder, when Julien Morales repaired earlier 
than usual to the littlo temple, there to read the service for 
the dead appointed for the day, and thence proceeded to his 
nephew's grave. An unusual object, which had fallen on, ot 
was kneeling beside the grave, caught his eye, and impelled 
him to quicken his pace. His heart throbbeii as he reoog- 
niaed the garb of a novice, and to such a degree as almost tw 
deprive him of all power, as in the white, chiselled features, 
resting on the cold, damp sod, ho recognized^ his niece, and 
believed, for the first agonizing moment, that it was but clay 
resting against clay ; and that the sweet, pure spirit had 
but guided hor to that grave and flown. But death for a 
brief interval withdrew his grasp; though his shaft had 
reached her, and no human hand could draw it baek. Father 
Denis had conducted her so carefully and tenderly to the 
frontiers of Castile, that she had scarcely felt fatigue, and en- 
countered no exposure to the elements ; but when ho left her, 
her desire to reach her home became stronger, with the seem- 
ing physical incapacity to do so. Hor spirit gave way, and 
mental and bodily exhaustion followed. The season was unu- 
sually damp and tempestuous, and, though scarcely felt at the 
time, sowed the seeds of cold and decline, from which her na- 
turally good constitution might, in the very midst of her trials, 
otherwise have saved her. Her repngnanoe to encounter the 
eyes or speech of her fellows, lest her disguise should be pe- 
netrated, caused her to shrink from entering any habitation, 
except for the single night which intervened, between the pe- 
riod of the father's leaving her and her reaching the secret 
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e to the Vale. Her wallet provided her with more 
food than her parclied throat could swallow; and for the 
oonsuming thirst, the fresh streams that so often bubbled 
across her path, gave her all she needed. The fellowship of 
man, then, was unrequired, and, as the second night fell, ao 
comparatively short a distance lay between her and her 
home, that buoyed up by the desire to reach it, she was not 
sensible of her utter exhaustion, till she stood within the lit- 
tle graveyard of the Vale ; and the moon shining softly and 
clearly on the headstones, disclosed to her the grave of her 
Lusbanii. She was totally ignorant that he had been borne 
there ; and the rush of feeling which came over her, as she 
read his name — the memories of their happy, innocent, child- 
hood, of all his love for her — that had he been but spared, all 
the last year's misery might have been averted, for she would 
have loved him, ay, even as he loved her ; and he would 
have guarded, saved — so overpowered her, that she had sunk 
down upon the senseless earth which covered him, conscious 
only of the wild, sickly longing, like him to fieo away and be 
at rest. She had reached hor home ; esertion no longer 
. needed, the unnatural strength ebbed fast, and the frail tene- 
ment withered, hour by hour, away. And how might Juliea 
mourn I Hor work on earth was done. Young, tried, frail 
as she was, she had been permitted to show forth the glory, 
the sustaining glory, of her faith, by a sacrifice whose mag- 
nitude was indeed apparent, but whoso depth and intensity 
of suffering, none knew but Him for whom it had been made. 
She had been preserved from the crime — if possible more 
fearful in the mind of the Hebrew than any other — apos- 
tacy : and though the first conviction, that she was indeed 
" passing away" evea from his affection, was fraught with ab- 
solute anguish, yet her unole eould not, dared not. pray for 
life on earth. And in the peace, the calm, the depth of qui- 
etude which gradually sunk on her heart, infusing her every 
word and look and gentle smile, it was as if her spirit had 
already the foretaste of that blissful heaven for which its 
wings were plumed. As the frame dwindled, the expression 
of her sweet face became more and more unearthly in ita 
exquisite beauty, the mind more and more beatified, and the 
heart more freed from earthly feeling. Tlie reward of her 
constancy appeared in part bestowed on earth, for death it- 
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Belf was revealed to her — not m tie King of Terrors, bnt as 
an Angel of Light, at whose touch the lingering raiment of 
mortality would dissolve, and the freed aoul spring up re- 
joicing to its home. 

It was the Feast of the Tabernacle and the Sabhath eve. 
The tent — formed of branches of thick trees and fragrant 
shrubs— was erected, as we have seen it in a former page, a 
short distance from the temple. Marie's taste had once agaia 
been consulted in .its decorations ; her hand, feeble as it was, 
had twined the lovely wreaths of luscious flowers and arranged 
the glowing fruit. With some difScuIty she had joined in tbe 
devotional service performed by her un 'I ' th l"ttl t m 
pie— b h th mfldKbfhwk 

ness n w I t d Iki g— d th g f th 8 b 

bath tl !■ 1 h Id f tl 1 

couch w tl th t t th gh th p f 1 h h 

could 1 k f th th d b t f th \ 1 d tl 

rich gl 1 Ij g th t k Th S bb th 

lamps w Ihdbtth yw ft dflking 

in the t il gl w g tm pi A y f m tl 

depart glm yglmdth ghthb h d 

faint 1 w— th t m t fl t f m lb t d g 

beauty wl h f f Id th f t f th dj g— 

rested M ft 1 gl t g p h la d 1 

trous y th t 1 b lb bh h 1 b ] k 

ing ea ly f h t 1 1 b y 1 th g b 1 f wh h 

tbrout,h thtlldb h 1 ta Jl 

had )i te d w pt d Im t w t k pi t ly d d 

it seem as t th { t d t th t 1, p k 

"A d th w t I my b 1 d h d— H 

the qu t m w! y th h H t tl us h b 

afSict d ? 

« Ofte y fl mj f tl d ly w th th 1 t 

few weeks h,i8 the full answer uime , and I tan say from my 
inmost heart, in the words of Job, ' It is good that I have 
been afflicted,' and that I believe all is well. Wbiie on earth, 
we must be in some degree of earth, and boar the penalty of 
our earthly nature. The infirmities and imperfections of 
that nature in others, as often as in ourselves, occasion hu- 
man misery, which our God, in his infinite love, permits, to 
try our spirit's strength and faith, and so prepare ua for that 
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higlier state of being, in wbicli the spirit will move and aet, 
when tlie earthly shall is shivered, and earthly infirmities 
are for ever stilled. In the time of suffering we cannot think 
thus ; but looking back as I do now — when the near vicinity 
of another world bids me regard my own past life almost as 
if it wore another's — I feel it in my inmost heart, and bless 
God for every suffering which has prepared me thus early 
for his home. There is but one feeling, one wish of eartii 
remaining," she continued, after a long pause of uttef ex- 
hanstion, " It is weak, perhaps, and wrong ; but if— if Ar- 
thur could but know that fatal secret which made me seem 
a worse deceiver than I was — I know it cannot bo, but it to 
haunts me. If I wedded one Christian, may he not think 
there needed not this saorifioe — saflrifiee not of mj soil, but 

of his happiness. Oh I could I but Hush I whose step 

is that f she suddenly interrupted herself and with the 
effort of strong excitement, started up, and laid hei hj,nd on 
her uncle's arm. 

"Nay, my child, there is no sound," ho replied aoothmg 
ly, after listening attentively for several moments, 

"But there is. Hark, dost thou not hear it now? God 
of mercy! thou hast heard my prayer — it is his!" she ex- 
claimed, sinking powerlessly back, at the moment that even 
Julien's duller ear had caught a rapid step ; and in another 
minute the branches were hastily pushed aside, and Stanley 
indeed stood upon the threshold, 

"Marie — and thus I" he passionately exclaimed: and 
flinging himself on his knees beside her, he buried his face 
on her hand, and wept in agony. 

Nearly an hour passed ere Marie could rally from the 
agitation of Arthur's unexpected presence sufficiently to 
speak. She lay with her hand clasped in his, and his arm 
around her — realizing, indeed, to the full, the soothing con- 
solation of his presence, but utterly powerless to speak that 
for which she had so longed to see him onoe again. The ex- 
tent of her weakness had been unknown till that moment 
either to her uncle or herself, and Julien watched over her in 
terror lest the indefinable change which in that hour of still- 
ness was perceptibly stealing over her features should bo in- 
deed the dim shadow of deatk To Arthur speech was 
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equally impossiblo, savo in tlie scarcely articulate expressions 
of love and veneration wliioh he lavished on her. What he 
had hoped in thus seeking her he could not himself have de- 
fined. His whole soul was absorbed in the wild wish to see 
her again, and the thoughts of death for her had never en- 
terednis beart. The shock, then, bad been terrible, and to 
realize the infinite meroy which thus bade sorrow ctase, waa 
in euoh a moment impossible. He could but gaze and clasp 
her closer and oloser, yet, as if even death should be averted 
by his love. 

" Uncle Julien," she murmured, as she faintly esteiiJed 
her hand towards him, " thou wilt not refuse to clasp handa 
with one who has so loved thy Marie ! And thou, Arthur, oh I 
scorn him not. Without him the invisible dungeons of the 
Inquisition would have been my grave, and thine that of a 
dishonored knight and suspected murderer." 

The eyes of her companions met, and their hands were 
grasped in that firm pressure, betraying unity of feeling, and 
reciprocal esteem, which need no words. 

"Raise me a little, dearest Arthur; uncle Julien, put 
back that spreading bou^h. I would say something more, 
and the fresher air may give me strength. Ah ! the evening 
breeze is so fresh and sweet; it always makes me feel as if 
the spirits of those we loved were hovering near us. We 
hold much oloser and dearer communion with the beloved 
dead in the calm twilight than in the garish day. Arthur, 
dearest, thou wilt think of me sometimes in an hour like 
this." 

" When shall I not think of thee ?" he passionately re- 
joined. " Oh, Mario, Marie I I thought sepaiation on tarth 
the worst agnny that could befall me ; but what — what is it 
compared to the eternal one of death V 

"No, no, not eternal, Arthur. In heaven I feel there ia 
oo distinction of creed or faith ; we shall all love God and 
one another there, and earth's fearful distinctions can never 
come between us. I know such is not the creed of thy peo- 
ple, nor of some of mine ; but when thou standest ou the 
verge of eternity, as I do now, thou wilt feel this too." 

" How^an I gaze on thee, and not believe it ?" he re* 
plied. " The loudest thunders of the church could not shake 
my trust in the purity of heaven, which is thine," 
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" BeeauBe thou lovest, Arthur. Thy love for Marie is 
BtroDgor than thy hatred of her race ; and, oh I if thou tovest 
thus, 1 know thou hast forgiven." 

" Forgiven !" he passionately reiterated. 

" Yea, dearest Arthur. Is the past indeed so ohliterated 
that the wrong I did thee is forgotten even as forgiven 1 But, 
oh, Arthur ! it was not so unjustifiable as it seemed then. 
I dared not breathe the truth in Isabella's court. I dare 
not whisper it now save to thee, who would die rather than re- 
veal it. Arthur, dearest Arthur, it was no Christian whom 
I wedded. We had been betrothed from early childhood, 
though I inew it not ; and when the time oame, I could not 
draw down on me a father's curse, or dash with agony a heart 
that 80 cherished, so loved me, by revelation of a truth which 
could avail me nothing, and would bring him but misery. 
Ferdinand was my cousin — a child of Israel, as myself." 

" Now heaven bless thee for those words, my own, true, 
precious Marie !" exclaimed Stanley, in strong emotion, and 
clasping her still closer, he pressed his quivering lips to her 
forehead, starting in agony as he marked the cold, damp 
dews which had gathered upon it, too truly the index of de- 
parting life. He besought her to speak no mor&— the exer- 
tion was eshaustiug her ; she smiled faintly, drank of the re- 
viving draught which Julien proffered, and lay for a few mi- 
nutes calm and still. 

" I am better now," she said, after an interval. " It was 
only the excitement of speaking that truth, which I have so 
long desired to reveal — to clear my memory from the caprice 
and inconstancy with which even thy love must have charged 
me ; and now, Arthur, promise me that thou wilt not mourn 
me too long: that thou wilt strive to conquer the morbid 
misery, which I know, if encouraged, will cloud thy whole life, 
and unfit thee for the glorious career which must otherwise 
be thine. Do not forget me wholly, love, but deem it not a 
duty to my memory never to love again. Arthur, dearest, 
thou canst bestow happiness on another, and one of thine 
own faith, even such happiness as to have been thy wife would 
have given me. Do not reject the calm, rest and peaceful- 
ness, which such love will bring to thee, though now thou 
feelest as if the very thought were loathing. She will speak 
to thoe of me ; for Jewess as she kuew me, she has loved and 
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tended me in suffering, and eo wept my banialiineiit, that mj 
frozen tears had well nigh flowed in seeing hera. Seek her 
in Isabella's court, and try to love her, Arthur — if at first 
merely for my sake, it will soon, sooh he for her own." 

Imprcasively and pleadingly, these words fell on Arthur's 
aching heart, even at that moment when he felt to comply 
with them was and must ever he impossible. When time 
had done its work, and softened individual agony, they re- 
turned again and yet again ; and at each returning, seemed 
less painful to obey. 

" And Isabella, my kind, loving, generous mistress," she 
continued, after a very long pause, and her voice was so faint 
as scarcely to make distinguishable the words, save for the still 
lingering sweetness, and clearness of her articulation — " Oh ! 
what can I say to her ? Arthur, dearest Arthur, thou must 
repay the debt of gratitude I owe her. Her creed condemns, 
but her heart lores me — aye, still, still ! And better (thougb 
she cannot think so) than had I for earthly joy turned traitor 
to my Q-od. Oh, tell her how with my last breath I loved 
and blessed her, Arthur ; tell her we shall meet a^ain, where 
Jew and G-entile' worship the same God 1 Oh that I could 

but have proved — proved How suddenly it baa, grown 

dark ! Uncle Julien, is it not time for Uie evening prayer V 

And her lips moved in the wordless utterance of the 
prayer for which she had asked, forgetting it had some time 
before been said ; and theu her head sunk lower and lower 
on Arthur's bosom, and there was no sound. Twilight lin- 
gered, as loth to disappear, then deepened into night, and the 
silver lamps within the tenia brighter and more brightly il- 
lumined the gloom ; but Arthur moved not, suppressing even 
his breath, lest he should disturb that deep and still repose. 
It was more than an hour ere JuUen Morales could realize 
the truth, and then he gently endeavored to unelasp Arthur's 
almost convulsive hold, and with kindly force to lead him 
from the couch. The light of the lamp fell full upon that 
sweet, sweet face ; and, oh I never had it seemed so 
lovely. The awful stillness of sculptured repose was^ in- 
deed there ; the breath of life and its disturbing emotions 
had passed away, and noi^ht but the shrine remained. 
But like marble sculptured by G-od's hand, that sweet face 
gleamed — seeming, in its perfect tracery, its heavenly repose, 
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Julien Morales and Aithur Stanley— the aged and the 
young— the Jewish recluse and Clii-istian warrior— knelt 
side hy aide on the cold earth, which concealed the remains 
of one to both ao inexpressibly dear. The moonlit shrubs 
and and spangled heaven alone beheld their mutual sorrow, 
and the pale moon waned, and the stars gleamed paler and 
paler in the first gray of dawn ere that vigil was concluded. 
And then both arose and advancod to the barrier wall j the 
spring answered to the touch, and the concealed door flew 
Wk. The young Christian turned, and was folded to the 
heart of the Jew. The blessing of the Hebrew was breathed 
in the ear of the Englishmanj and Stanley disappeared. 

Oh, love ! thou fairest, brightest, moat imperishable type 
of heaven ! what to thee are earth's distinctions ? Alone m 
thy pure essence thou standest, and every more earthly feel- 
ing crouches at thy feet. And art thou but this world's 
blessing? .Oh I they have never loved who thus believe. 
Love is the voice of God, Love is the rule of Heaven ! As 
one grain to the uncounted sanda, as one drop to the unfath- 
onied depths — is the love of earth to that of heaven ; but 
when the mortal shrine is shivered, the minute particle will 
re-unite itself with its kindred essence, to exist unshadowed 
and for ever. 



CHAPTEU XXXV. 

" Why then a final note prolong, 
Or lengthen out a closing song, 
Unless to bid the gentles speed 
Who long have listened to my rede V 

Sir Waltgh ScoTr. 

The fickle sun of " merrie England " shone forth in unusual 
splendor ; and, as if resolved to bless the august ceremony 
on which it gaaed, permitted not a cloud to shadow the lus- 
trous beams, which darted their floods nf light through the 
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gorgeona casements of Westminster Abbey, in whose sacred 
precincts was then celebrating the bridal of the young heir 
of England, with a fair and gentle daughter of Spain. It 
was a scene to interest the coldest heart — not for the state 
and splendor of the accoutrements, nor the high lank of the 
parties principally concerned, Bor for the many renowned 
characters of church, state, and chivaby there assembled ; it 
was the extreme youth and touohiiig expression, impressed 
on the features, of both bride and bridegroom. 

JS'^either Arthur, Prince of Wales, nor Cathjirine, Infanta 
of Arragon, had yet numbered eighteen years, the first fresh 
season of joyous life ; but on neither countenance could be 
•raced the hilarity and thoughtlessness, natural to their age. 
The fair, transparent brow of the young Prince, under which 
the blue veins could be clearly seen, till lost beneath the 
rich chesnut curia, that parted on his brow, fell loosely on 
either shoulder ; tie large and deep blue eye, which was ever 
half concealed beneath the long, dark lash, as if some untold 
^languor caused the eyelid to droop so heavily; the delicate 
pink of his downless cheek, the brilliant hue on his lips, even 
Lis peculiar smile, all seemed to whisper the coming ill, that 
one so dear to Englishmen would not linger with them to 
fulfil the sweet promise of his youth. 

Beauty is, perhaps, too strong a word to apply to the 
youthful bride. It was the pensive sadness of her mild and 
pleasing features that so attracted — natural enough to her 
position in a strange land, and the thoughts of early seve- 
rance from a mother she idolized, but recalled some twenty 
years afterwards as the dim shadow of the sorrowing future, 
glooming through the gay promise of the present. And there, 
too, was Prince Henry, then only in his twelfth year, bearing 
in his flashing eye and constantly varying expression of brow 
and mouth, true index of those passions which were one day 
to shake Europe to the centre ; and presenting in his whole 
appearance a striking contrast to his brother, and drawing 
around him, even while yet so young, the hottest and wildest 
spirits of his father's court, who, wliile they loved the person, 
seemed the gentle amusements of the Prince of Wales. 

Henry the Seventh and his hapless consort, Elizabeth of 
York, wero, of course, present — the one rejoicing in the con- 
clusion of a marriage for which he had been in treaty tie 
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laat seven yearsj and which was at last purchased at the cost 
of innocent blood ; the other heholding only her precious 
BOB, whose gentle and peculiarly domestic virtues, were hep 
sweetest Bolaoe for conjugal neglect and ill-concealed dislike. 
Amongst the many nohle Spaniards forming the imrae- 
diate attendants of the Infanta, had been one so different in 
aspect to his oompanions as to attract universal notice ; and 
not a few of the senior noUemen of England had been ob- 
served to crowd round him whenever he appeared, and evince 
towards him the most marked and pleasurable cordiality. 
His thickly silvered hair and somewhat furrowed brow bore 
the impress of some five-and-fifty yeara ; but a neai'er exami- 
nation might have betrayed, that sorrow more than years, 
had aged him, and full sis, or even ten years might very well 
he substracted from the age which a first glance supposed 
him. Why the fanoy was taken that he was not a Spaniard 
could not have been very easily explained; for his wife was 
the daughter of the famous Pedro Pas, whoso beauty, wit, 
and high spirits were essentially Spanish, and was the In- 
fanta's nearest and most favored attendant; and he himself 
was constantly near her person, and looked up to hy the 
usually jealous Spaniards as even higher in rank and im- 
portance that many of themselves. Sow, then, could he be 
a foreigner 1 And marvel merged into the most tormenting 
curiosity, when, on the bridal day of the Prince of Wales, 
though he still adhered to the immediate train of the Prin- 
cess, he appeared in the rich and full costume of an English 
Peer. The impatience of se.v*ral young gallants could hardly 
by restrained even during the' ceremony ; at the conclusion 
of which they tumultuously surrounded Lord Scales, deelar- 
ing they would not let him go, till he had told them wno and 
what was this mysterious friend ; Lord Scales had headed 
a gallant band of English knights in the Moorish war, and 
was therefore supposed to know every thing concerning 
Spain, and certainly of this Anglo- Spaniard, as ever since 
his arrival in England they had constantly been seen to- 
gether. He smiled good-humoredly at their importunity, 
and replied — 

" I am afraid my friend's history has nothing very mar- 
vellous or mysterious iu it. His family were all staunch 
Lancastrians, and perished cither on the field or scaffold ; he 
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esoaped almost miraculously, and after t liiiet lutervdl of 
restless wandering, went to Spain and was treated with auih 
consideration and kindness by Ferdinand and Isibella that 
he has lived there ever since, honored and tieated in all 
things as a child of the soil. On myarrivd I wis strua 
by his extraordinary courage and rash disregard of Janger, 
and gladly hailed in him a countryman I learned after 
wards that this reckless bravery had been incited by a wish 
for death, and that events had occurred m ht& previous bfe 
which would supply matter for many a minstrel tale ' 

_ " Let us hear it, let us hear it I" mterrupted many (ager 
voices, but Lord Scales laughingly shook his head. 
. '■ Excuse me, my young friends : at present I have neither 
time nor inclination for a Jong stery. Enough that he loved 
and loved unhappily j not from its being unreturned, but 
from a concatenation of circumstances and sorrows which 
may not be detailed." 

"But he is married; and ho is as devoted to Donna 
Catherine as she la to him. I heard they were proverbial 
for their flmtual affection and domestic happiness. How could 
he so have loved before 1" demanded, somewhat skeptically, 
a very young man. 

" My good friend, when you get a little older, you will 
cease to marvel at such things, or imagine, because a man has 
been very wretched, he is to be for ever. My friend once 
felt as you do (Lord Scales changed his tone to one of im- 
pressive seriousness) ; but he was wise enough to abide by 
the counsels of the beloved ono he had lost, struggle to shake 
off the sluggish misery which was crushing him, cease to wish 
for death, and welcome life as a solemn path of usefulness 
and good, still to be trodden, though its flowers might have 
faded. G-raduallyaa he awoke to outward things, and sought 
the companionsbp of her whom his lost one had loved he 
became sensible that, spiritless as he had thought himself, 
he could yet, did he see fit, win and rivet regard : and so he 
married, loving less than he was loved, perchance at the tim 
but scarcely so now. His marriage, and his present happi 
neas, are far less mysterious than his extraordinary interfer- 
ence in tiie event which followed the conquest of the Moors 
—I mean the espulaion of the Jews." 

" By the way, what caused that 'remarkable edict?" de- 



Hc^lcdbyGoOglc 



OR, THE MARTYR. 255 

manded one of tte circla more interested in politics than in 
individuaia. "It is a good thing indeed to rid a land of aiicli 
TBtmin ; hut in Spain they had so much to do with the suo- 
cessful commerce of the country, that it appears aa impolitic 
as unnecessary." 

" Impolitic it was, ao far as concerned the temporal 
interests of the kingdom ; but the sovereigns of Spain 
dacided on it, from the religions light in which it was placed 
beiore them hj Torquemada. It is whispered that Isabella 
would ncYcr have consented to a decree, sentencing so many 
thousands of her innocent subjects to misery and expulsion, 
had not her confessor worked on her conscience in an unusual 
monner ; alluding to some unprecedented fayor shown to one 
of (hat hated race, occasionedj he deobred, by those arts of 
mugic which might occur again and yet again, and do most 
foul evil to the land. Isabella had, it appears, when re- 
prcaohed hy Tori^uemada for her act of mercy, which he 
tercoed weakness, pledged herself, not to interfere with his 
measures for the extermination of the unbelief, and on this 
promise of course he worked, till the edict was proclaimed," 

" But this stranger, what had he ttidowith it?" demanded 
many of the group, impatient at the interruption. 

" What he had to do with it I really cannot tell jou, but 
his zeal- to avert the edict lost him, in a great measure the 
confidence of Ferdinand. When he found to prevent theJr 
expulsion was impossible, he did all in his jower to lessen 
their misfortune, if such it may be called by relieving every 
unbeliever that crossed his path 

An exclamation of horrified astonishment i,staped his 
auditors, "What could such t,oiiduct mean^ dii he lean 
towards unbelief himself — 

" That could hardly he replied Lori Scales ' Unless 
he had been a Catholic, earnest and ae^lons &■* herself, 
Isabella would never have so esteemed him as to give him 
as wife her especial favorite Catherine Pas and place him 
so near the person of hei child When I left fepain, I en 
treated my friend to accompany me, and resume his heredi 
taty title and estate, but I pleaded in vain. Some more than 
common tie seemed to devote him to the interests of the 
Queen of Castile, whom be declared he would never leave 
unless in England he could servo her better than in Spain. 
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At that time tLere was bo chauce of such an event, He now 
tells me, tliat it was Isabella's earnest reciuest that he should 
attend the Princess ; be always near her, md so decrease 
the difficulties, which in a foreign land must for a timo sur- 
round her. The Queen is broken in health, and dispirited, 
from many domestic afflictions; and it was with tears, she 
besought him to devote his remaining years, to the service of 
her child, and bo to the future Queen of England true, faithful 
and upright, as he had ever been to the Queen of Spain. Need 
I say the honorable charge was instantly accepted, and while 
he resumes his rank and duties as a Peer of his native land, 
the grateful service of an adopted son of Spain will ever be 
remembered and performed." 

" But his name, his name?" cried many eager voices. 

"Arthtjh Stanley, Earl or Derby." 
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OF THEIE RECENT rUBLIOATIONS. 19 

FICTION. 

Mil fvnninjj). 
NATHALIE: A TALE. 

Tieo Parts, \2mo., paper covers, 37^ cents each ; or I vol., clothe $1. 

"Nttllialieia an original portrail, an eiqiUatle combinalion of beauly, scnsfbHliy, pride, and 
Ptovenfal LovoliDeEn. The aijle of the work ts characwrized by power, vigor, anit Blrcngih i 

tnyoAi its style polished, and itsnarraliye full of inlereBL," — Courier. 



MOSS DOUGLAS ; or, THE ATITOBIOS- 
BAPET of a MlJflSTEB'S BA UOBTEE. 

12mo. Faper cover, 50 cents-; cloth, 75 ceTits. 

"This work wili rank among the moM inMreating and allraclive cales lalely olferefl Wlho 

thai are delLneaied will b« found (o be as pure find winning as ;heohoic«fli thai liayeerer coma 
Irom Iha land of nature." — OomTnerdol Adverlissr. 



€ma §. B( Snitt Initjuntili. 
SHANSONBALE: A NOVEL. 

Octavo. 'Paper cover, 38 cents. 



i0mina ^. Ss %tM InutjiiDQrfjj. 
TUB MOTHER-IN-LAW : A TALE. 

Octavo. Paper cover, 38 cents. 



upon the hunii 



''Some portions are not ScliEinue; Iheelnry la veil planned sod well Carried out." 
" The Ijoot b doslined lo be widelj popular." 
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D. APPLETOB" AND COMFAWT S LIST 

§xm Igcilnr. 
TJIU MOTHER'S REQOMPENSB. 

I Story. Vlrno. Paper cover, 50 cents; chth, 75 cents. 



WOMAN'S FRIENDSHIP, 

A Story cf Domestw: Life. \2mo. Chih, 75 cmU ; paper, 50 cts. 

" This work should find b weioomp in evetj family cirak, where il is bo wall ealcutalefl lo 
'' The book sbouiids wiih grarie and feeling."— dlSms Speclator. 
, "The aijk of IhisproauctinncloBslyrcsoniblEaihaLDlMieaBiagemonh. li is one of llioaa 
Tivid plcmres ofeverj daj Ufa ihal asva [alls to please."— A^. O. True Delia. 



Sxm tgsilar. 
yiffi VALE OF CEDARS; 

Or the Martyr. A Story of Spain in the Fifteenth Century. 
Vinw. Paper cover, 50 cents ; doth, 75 cmts. 

"The grace and yi?or of the style, ihe aameiiy manner In which Ihe dolaila of Ihe slorr are 
manaied, and iia ibrillioe inlereat, render Ihe book one of ihe mosl abEOibing IhaL we have read 
foraDineume."-xAreiBir* Daily Adverliaer. ^ "eiu.o nam 

"The myla ia eleganiLy simple, and ihe moral lessona useful and striking."— CBnmimrfal 
. "Her sioriss Me noi only arisiically beautiful, but more than bwu Jlhl for Iheir pure mora 



fcm igtilat. 
THE WOMEN Or ISBAEL. 

Two volumes l2mo. Paper cmer^ f 1 ; doth, $1 50. 

"By no writer havo ihe t^hataclera of ihe celebrated Women of Israel been ho ci 
appreciated, or eloquejiHy dehneaLed, Those high atiaionieno of piety, thow graces o 

before us with a genialllj of spirit and a beauty of style which will seeure the warn 
miration i at the same lime their weakneaaes and ernirs are not oierlooked or even 
Couner ^ /njufrer. 
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Off THEIE RECEiTr PUBLICATIONS. 2 

a. ^. ant. 

TO LOVB, AND TO BE LOVED. 

A Story. 12mo. Pa^xr mver, 38 ceMs ; doth, 63 cents. 

stnnhlchlhepurestF^Bsionsoflheheanandelii 



3. i. %u. 

JAMES MOTTNTJOX OB FYS BEEN 
THINKING. 

An American Tale. l2mo. Chth, 75 cents; papef, 50 cents. 

"An Amoncan worit by an American Auihor, a graphic dssoripilon of Americsn domeaiio 
ecBDBB, a moal iruihful delineation of imerican characier. We never liefoie have finlahed 
reading a a(ory when we so moch regreiled findii^ ouraelyes at the end of Ibe boot. It abounds 
with Ihe pufem and deepest moral and pious semimenls inietwoven with scenes of every day 

proud.' ^.^£vang&Iist. 



'Mm. 
LIFE'S DISCIPLINE: A TALE. 

l2mo. Paper, S8 cmis ; cloth, 63 cents. 

" This powerful lale, from (he eloquent pan of Talvi, will be read with greai Interssl. The 
est pasaions of our nature, are 'depicted in Itiia volume wliha truthfulness and a delicacy of Uu£ 



HELOISE; OB, THE XfNBEYEALED 
SEOBET. 

l2mo. Taper cover, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 

CSreaasia, and the Author ahowa a most intimate fenowtcdjc of aucisl life in those caunirieB. Aa 
t tale it is unauipaBeed by few either in the developmeni of sonic oflhenubieal and moat sslf- 

ijna of its narrative. It is told with much fona and beauty of language, and in the rich diction 

" Heioiae is luuraiBfl wtth great vieor and spirit, "with strong dramatic inlerest, and with Ihs 
dlOiised: through all its Konag."— Jfirmr. 
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22 D. APPLBTON AND COMPANY'S LIST 

THE EARL'S DA UGHTER. 

A Tak. By the Author of " Amy Herbert" " Gertrude" ifc. Sfc. 
Edited ly the Kav. W. Sewbll. 12w!0. Paper caoer, 50 
cents ; doth, 76 cents. 

re ijiWM, and Honhy lo rsnk among ilie foremoai works in 

#iraita B. (0. JiEuitt ^nirtljDJiirtlr. 
THE DESERTED WIFE. 

A Tale. By the Author of " Retr3mti<m, or the Vak of Shadows." 
Octavo. Double columns. Papier cover, 38 cents. 

"In IhiB work we find a maffl thrilling Bucceaalm or inciaenls,mlhgreQlineenuil7 in the 

Ihal wehaye'8'>«"had!he good'ronune'uj meel •iiia>7'—DiB™E^ni^'uniim. ""^ '*"'" 

" For wndomeas of eeniinient often tomblncd with heroiara iJie dinraolerB in Ihia book ars 
peculiar. 11 is wrilien In a lively and natural tlyla.ani will provoono of the most auracliys 
works tecenllj losuoa from Uie fieBa."—Ji»mud qf Crnimerce. 



€. a, iit(tt|. 

THE 00N8PIBAT0B. 

An American Historical Tah. \2mo. Paper cover, 50 cents ; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

"A powerAit andOuilllnEnarraliTe, written with groal elegance of Mylc, nnd founded upon 
events md inddena conneeled with the history of one of the early Vice-f residenw. The acenes 
ate laid chiefly on the Ohio, and in the South Wealem part of the counlry."— C™. Advertiser. 

"This is an exceedingly interealing lale. Itie wriKeD in a rich and powerful atyle,"— Jour- 



&. %. JButtinttt. 

MORTON MONTAGUE; OB, A YOXTNG 
OJIBISTIAN'S OROIOM. 

A Na/rrative fownded an Facts in the Early History of a Deceased 
Moravian Missionary Clergyman. I'Uma. Cloth, 75 cents. 

" There ts a charm in this book unuaoally ^easine. This narrative ia alive with an earnest 

contaiM ralSeiSloriSil'informaSon'J^^No ons'can rtak £e l^k wi^u°te"ceTvine gtstffica- 
tloa and inaituctiou."— ;$^uEJtsm Lit. Messenger. 
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OF THEEB EECENT PUBLICATIONS. 



NOEMAJSr LESLIE. 

A Tah. By C. G. IT., Author ^ " The Cwrate of .Idmaood," 
^'■Amy Harrington^' SfC. Sfc. Paper cover, 50 c&nts; chth, 
75 cents. 

" A fleeplj inlBreflltng hislorical Tale. The scene is laiS in Scotod anfl France clnring Iha 

'""™ia wrluaTwilli much furcBand vigor of style, and with an delation of Ihoughl and senti- 
ment verj approptials to llie eubject."— Cowier and Enquirer. 



dfliata. 



ELLEN FABRY; OR, TRIALS OF THE 
HEART. 

12«io. Paper cover, 38 cents; doth, 63 cents. 

lignity and beauly nf relieioua cliaracler. It Is 

hought "-Commercio! MMTSiaer. 

ally those wiio deaire lu elevate tlie mind ejld 



THE VILLAGE NOTARY. 

A Romance of Hungarian Life. Translated from the Hungarian 
of Baron Eotvos, by 0th Wencksnern ; with Introductory 
Remarks, by Frakcbs Pulskey. Octavo. Paper cover, 25 cts. 

ana St So"! ™d Stead's Fh™lf it a«''pMEie''™f l?ie Sfcriptt™'; and™ o^Sf Sf 



HEARTS AND HOMES; OR, SOCIAL 
DISTINCTION. 

A Story. Octavo. Cloth, «I 50. Pap^ covers, two Parts, $1. 

kni^^in'Ail'I™tfi7°lhm M™.''eiS9. ^elworia are alTOracharaoterbed liy a dop* of feet 
STii e«™n»« of ijriiit, a »«l ar ihs rlillii. a uuiIm fteduu™, and nvacitj.ihai render 
their bring, b Urii uiaBBr taHimeBi of moralitj, equal lo Miria Edgewonh or Ham^ More. 

«0[nbmesa]llhepMe8«ndlMida»itfi«rpieTOu»wiBfcnwl*»"'i'"'e™'>°"™™°- ~ 
Cemmtrcial Advetiisei: 
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l.N'i'ERESTll\'G BOOKS FOE LABIES 

Published hy D. Applelon (j- Company. 

ELLEN MIDDLETOW; 

A TALG. 
BY LADY GEORGIANA FULLERTOM. 







GRANTLEI 


MAKOR 






A TALE. 


L^yG. 


'£ 


• voldniBiaDK,., papal «,vBr. 
■.aon. herfinlprndnctioD, wi 


90 U1113, etalh 75 < 
iaasanovelitt m 



ariS 



., id lailflilit. _ 
111 arraiUfemenL"— Bi 



and Ibe Lsdy GwigiBna'i ityle Is admiiihle. Ii 
'- ■■-- 'inloBU* and nBLati'va likewise ihow ei 



FRIENDS AND FORTTNE; 

A MORAL TALE. 
BY ANNE HAHBIET DRORV. 

"t'' ''a '"'° ''"llEtufully tulJ, anil abonnding in passaces of eroal %BUng aw 

GRACE LESLIE ; 

A TALE. 
From Uie last LdiiiIoh E^lirlen. I>ne volume l^niu.. qI.,Ui 7S eenU. 
'■eiiBpilcity li iJif cliarm of Uii. «ory, lla,a Maice.y I.B laiit lo have B plo. Tb. 
llaeiDbnusilliclii^lary tilBiniinlliiD tiwliraoraiouilg |rirl suddenly llixiivn inlo to 
iely.snd lor yoiini peoplr li wa. originally wiilien. ItliBi been generalli popolai, 
owever. Ibi ecer) ihinf in ii i> nainral. Thaie is neiilier iBiiieDeii nor lamenoa la Oa 
»™tie; iJ'ediaraclen Bienujiieroos and aacll it tap! dirtiacl. Moreoiei, Ih* monl 

WALTER LORIMER ; 
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BOOKS FOE FAMILY READING, 

FuUislied by D. Appkton <J- Company. 

MRS. ELLIS'S NE¥ WORKS. 



PREVENTION BETTER THAN CURE ; 

OK THE MORAL WANTS OF TUB WOaLD WE LIVE IH. 

By Mbs. EttiB, 1 voV. l9nio. Pries SO cU. japor cover, 75 cU. doth. 

H the Mnauct of lire, am! powUiaL direclions for self-managsment."— C*rislii™ En^uirir 

MISS M'INTOSH'S WORKS. 

CHARMS AND COUNTER- CHARMS. 

jlvH«HIAj.M'[BTtjSH, Aulhor or ■■CoiKiueil anrt Self Conn IIM,'' " Praise sod Prin 

ThU work ivill be found one of lli= most impraKive and beaulifn] lale. of Ui8 llaj. Tin 
moral Is fellciwuilv develo|jeil, md is itae In Uiouglil and feeling. 

n. 
TWO LIVES i OR, TO SEEM AND TO BE. 

" The nrevlolB worka of Mial M'Inlosli, ullhougli isaned anoniimonsly, have Ijeen poimlM 
In the beat sense of Ihe word. The aim |^le beau t;r of hei nsnativeh combining pnie sentlmenl 
witli hiflh ni "dple, end noble views of life and ita dutiet, Ollglil to win fiii ibem a hearing St 

Iha one before us, and nre eommeDil it moat eordiully to the atten1ji>aar Jl ourieaileis."— Frgt. 

AUNT KITTY'S TALES. 

By MiFii J. M'lHTDSH. A new edition, euni|Jeie in one ml., ISmo., olotb 75 ctt 

Thia vulunie coat^na Uie fullowln£ iltereating atariea : " Blind Alice," " Josie Gnihun.' 

'Heienca Vaotl," •' Giaca and Clara," "Ellen LsiJia, or The Reward of Self-Conttol." 

MISS SEWELL'S WORKS. 
MARGARET PERCIVAL : A TALE. 
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